Cabinet approves $15 million loan to boy wheat 

AMMAN (P«ra) -- The Cabinet Tuesday approved a loan 
agreement with the United Stales government under which the 
U.S. will gram Jordan a SIS million loan to purchase 70.000 tonnes 
of American wheat. Under the agreement Jordan will settle Ihe 
loan over a penOd of 21 years at an interest rate of three per cent 
with five yeare grew period. The Cabinet, chaired by Prime 
Mintster Shanf Zeid Ben Shaker also approved the appointment of 
Abdullah Shobaki as director general of the Zakat (alms) Fund as 
of Feb. 15. The Cabinet also decided to accept a DM 5 million 
grant from the German Development Bank to finance environ- 
ment projects. The Council of Ministers also approved the 
formation of three delegations to attend meetings of the executive 
board of the Arab Organisation for Agricultural Development 
which will be held in Tunis today, the Middle East Food 
Exhibition which will be held in Bahrain from Jan. 13 to 16 and the 
board of governors of the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), which will be held in Rome from Jan. 15 to 
17. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


Royal Jordanian has the pleasure to announce 
that Its new information Center at QAIA is now 
operational 24- hours a day. 

Any information concerning the movement 
of Its fleet to and from Amman could be obtained 
through Tel # 08/53200. Meanwhile, information 
concerning flights of other carriers could be obtained 
through DCA Tei # 08-53070 /.08-53250 
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King receives Saudi message, invitation 

Saud Al Faisal:Common basis 
for sound relations established 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein con- 
ferred Tuesday with visiting 
Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal who 
conveyed to him a message 
from King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia and discussed with 
him Saudi-Jordanian rela- 
tions. 

The King and the visiting 
minister held a closed door 
meeting and later were 
joined by officials on both 
sides. The discussions co- 
vered bilateral relations as 
well as regional and interna- 
tional issues of mutual con- 
cern to the two countries. 

During the meeting Prince 
Saud renewed King Fahd’s 
invitation to King Hussein to 
visit Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Saud, the first 
senior Saudi official to visit 
Jordan in five years, said: 
“I'm glad to report that a 


common basis for building a 
solid foundation for our rela- 
tionship has been estab- 
lished. 

“There is a common and 
clear view of the basis on 
which we will build relations 
between the two countries,” 
he told reporters after two 
hours of talks with the King. 

“our contacts will continue 
on issues of interest to our 
region,” the prince said. 

Prince Saud, who rerums 
home Wednesday, said he 
"presented His Majesty with 
the compliments of his 
brother. King Fahd. The 
message 1 have carried is a 
message of goodwill, concen- 
trating on the bilateral rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries.” 

Prince Saud, who held 
separate meetings with Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Foreign Minister 


Abdul Karim Kabariti,. said 
he also discussed the situa- 
tion in Iraq. 

"Words can’t express our 
hopes for the return of this 
country, whose misery has 
prolonged to the Arab and 
international folds,” he said 
after a 30-minute meeting 
with the prime minister. “We 
sympathise with the people of 
Iraq." 

In an arrival statement. 
Prince Saud blamed the 
Baghdad government for the 
continued suffering of Iraqis 
under U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed aftej- Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

“The responsibility falls 
first and foremost on the 
Iraqi leadership, which 
should implement all interna- 
tional resolutions, including 
those which would lead to 
ending the suffering of the 
Iraqi people,” he said. 


For the sanctions to be 
removed, Iraq must disman- 
tle its weapons of mass des- 
truction, account for some 
600 Kuwaitis who dis- 
appeared during the seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait 
and pay wax reparations. 

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Chief of 
Royal Court Marwan Al 
Qasem, His Royal Highness 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, the King's military 
secretary. Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Hant Khalifeh, Jordan’s 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia. 
On the Saudi side the meet- 
ing was attended by the 
undersecretary of the Saudi 
foreign ministry for cultural 
and economic affairs and 
Saudi Arabia's ambassador 
to Jordan. 



His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday confers with visiting Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud AJ Faisal at the Royal 
Court (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


King visits Tel Aviv today 


‘Jordanian -Saudi relations strong , 


King condoles 
French people 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King' Hussein on 
Tuesday expressed his 
deepest condolences to the 
French people and the family 
of former French President 
Francois Mitterrand who 
died Monday. Speaking in a 
televised address broadcast 
by French television. King 
Hussein said the death of Mr”. ■ 
Mitterrand is considered a 
great loss, not only for 
France, but for the whole 
world. "We and you in 
France along with many 
around the world yesterday 
(Monday) lost a great man, a 
statesman ... and a dear 
friend for me,” King Hussein 
said. "For me he was an 
example to follow, a man of 
principle who had devoted 
his life not only to serve his 
country, but" the whole 
world," the King said. He 
said Mr. Mitterrand’s con- 
tributions to Europe will al- 
ways be remembered as well 
as his friendship with the 
peoples of the Middle East. 

Arabs condemn 
Israeli plans to 
‘Judaise’ Jerusalem 

Cairo iafp> — Arab 1 

countries sheltering Palesti- 
nian refugees on Tuesday 
condemned what they called 
Israel's plans to increase its 
hold on the disputed city of 
Jerusalem. Representatives 
from Syria, Lebanon. Jor- 
dan, Egypt, the PLO and the 
Arab League condemned 
“Israel’s seizure of land in 
Jerusalem and its celebra- 
tions for the 3000th 
anniversary of the city, which 
is a falsification of history." 
Israel captured and annexed 
Arab East Jerusalem in 1967 
and declared the holy city its 
united capital, for which it 
has failed to secure interna- 
tional recognition. 

‘Israeti-Syrian talks 
to resume Jan. 21* 

Damascus (AFPi — 

Israel and Syrian have agreed 
to hold a new round of peace 
talks on Jan. 21. a Western 
diplomat here said Tuesday. 
The diplomat said the nego- 
tiations would resume after a 
shuttle mission between 
Damascus and Jerusalem by 
U.s. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher due to begin 
Wednesday. 

Israel heads for 
early elections 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Leaders of Israel’s ruling 
coalition and the right-wing 
opposition suggested Mon- 
day they were dose to agree- 
ment on calling elections be- 
fore their scheduled October 
Jate. Raanan Cohen and 
Moshe Kaisav, the par- 
liamentary leaders of the rul- 
ing Labour Party and opposi- 
tion Likud, respectively, told 
at\ Israd radio interviewer 
they both favoured early 
Sections in principle. 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
today pay a one-day visit to 
Israel for talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
on bilateral relations and the 
implementation of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

King Hussein will also take 
part in the inauguration of a 
wing in a Tel Aviv hospital 
named after the late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and visit two Jorda- 
nian army officers currently 
receiving treatment in an 
Israeli hospital. 

These are air force pilot 
Mohammad Al Atout who 
was injured in a helicopter 
inddent and Nabil Momani 
who was injured by a shrap- 
nel while serving with the 
U.N. peace-keeping forces in 
Croatia. 

Following the visit to Tel 
Aviv the King will visit Beit 
Gibril near the Lake Tiberias 
where he will attend a cere- 
mony for honouring Fayez 
Tarawneh. Jordan ambassa- 
dor to the U.S., and Elyakem 
Rubenstein, the heads of the 
Jordanian and Israeli delega- 
tions to the peace talks. 

The ceremony will be 
attended by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher as 
well as Mr. Peres. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, on 
the eve of the King's visit. 
Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Israel Marwan Muasher de- 


Chechen 

Dudayev 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
The leader of the Chechen 
guerrillas who took up to 
2.000 people hostage in the 
town of Kizlyar on Tuesday 
demanded that Moscow rec- 
ognise Chechen rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev or face 
further bloodshed. 

“Until Russia recognises 
General Dudayev as presi- 
dent of the republic of 
Checheya-Ichkeria, Kiz- 
lyar will be repeated,” Sal- 
man Raduyev said on Rus- 
sian national television. 

The Dagestani town of 
Kizlyar. where the hostages 
were being held in a hospital, 
could be turned into "a burn- 
ing hell” if Russian troops try 
to dislodge the rebels, he 
said. 

Mr. Raduyev said he had 
more than 500 guerrillas wiih 
him. 

Mr. 'Dudayev, a Soviet 
general, was elected presi- 
dent of his native Chechenya 
in 1 991, at the time of the 
breakup of the Soviet Union, 
and declared the tiny Muslim 
republic independent from 
Russia. 

In December 1994. Rus- 
sian troops launched a huge 


scribed the visit as an impor- 
tant step on the road to build- 
ing healthy relations between 
the two countries. 

Noting that the visit coin- 
cides with progress on the 
Syrian-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions and just before the 
Palestinian general elections 
next week. Dr. Muasher said 
that all these steps and de- 
velopments contribute to the 
creation of a very positive 
climate needed for a perma- 
nent and comprehensive 
peace. . . 

In assessing Jordanian- 
Israeli relations and the prog- 
ress in the implementation of 
the provisions of the peace 
treaty last year. Dr. Muasher 
said that the two sides suc- 
ceeded in finalising all the 
agreements provided for in 
the treaty noting that the two 
sides will sign the last set of 
agreements on Jan. IS in 
Aqaba. 

After the signing of the 
agreements, the two sides 
will direct their effort to- 
wards putting these accords 
in practice in order to create 
a new dimate that would 
further bolster peace. Dr. 
Muasher said. 

He said that the most im- 
portant agreement was that 
which covers economic rela- 
tions that entail normalising 
Trade and transport which in 
turn will open the way for 
direct trade between Jordan 
and Israel and Jordan and 


assault to topple Mr. 
Dudayev, but ran into fero- 
dous resistance and have 
failed to quell the independ- 
ence movement in more than 
a year of war. 

Mr. Raduyev, shown wear- 
ing camouflage jacket and a 
green Islamic headband, said 
“we are canying out General 
Dudayev's orders and we are 
ready to carry out any of his 
orders.” 

He said that the raid on the 
town, which is just inside 
Dagestan near the border 
with Chechenya, had been 
planned against a military air- 
port and a barracks and said 
it was “not a terrorist act.” 
But he did not explain why 
the hostages were taken, 
“According to our intelli- 
gence, eight helicopters were 
to have arrived on this base 
yesterday with ammunition 
for the Russian army in 
Chechenya. We just wanted 
to destroy this base as well as 
the barracks.'' he said. 

“Unfortunately we only 
found three helicopters and 
one armoured vehicle. In half 
an hour this base was des- 
troyed." he added. 

Russian news agencies said 


Palestine, and which will also 
allow the Jordanian goods to 
be marketed in the self-rule 
areas for the first time since 
1967. 

Not only will these agree- 
ments benefit trade but they 
will also open the way for 
investments in Jordan and 
also for Israeli-Jordanian 
joint ventures, he said. 

Referring to achievements 
so far. Dr. Muasher said that 
the two sides have recently 
embarked on implementing 
joint projects in tourism and 
agriculture, which he said are 
bound to boost the Jordanian 
economy, adding that these 
projects are being im- 
plemented by the private sec- 
tors of the two sides. He said 
that most of these projects 
are being' implemented in 
Jordan. 

He added the Israeli and 
the Jordanian governments 
are jointly canying out a 
Dead Sea minerals project 
which would allow Jordan to 
extract bromine and the crea- 
tion of the Aqaba-Eilat air- 
port. 

Dr. Muasher pointed out 
that the two sides last year 
completed the infrastructure 
of these joint ventures adding 
that the production work is 
expected to start soon. 

Referring to the transport 
agreement which is still to be 
signed this month. Dr. 


that two helicopters had been 
destroyed at the air base at 
dawn Tuesday, but gave no 
further details. 

Meanwhile, the interior 
ministry was quoted by Inter- 
fax news agency as saying 
that troops had taken control 
of the area around the hospit- 
al and were "mopping up” 
resistance in the streets. 

The town was totally 
blocked off and journalists 
were barred entry, Russian 
NTV television said. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
facing a re-run of last June's 
bloody hospital siege at 
Budennovsk that took the 
Chechen conflict beyond the 
rebel region's borders, 
blamed ministers and officials 
and promised “resolute ac- 
tion.” 

"The ministries, the gov- 
ernment and the (Russian) 
security council have drawn 
few lessons from previous 
events," Mr. Yeltsin told an 
extraordinary meeting of 
ministers convened to tackle 
the crisis. ”We have been 
dealt another blow,” 

He added: "The border 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tues- 
day expressed extreme satis- 
faction with the visit to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud Al Fais- 
al. In an exclusive interview 
with the Middle East Broad- 
casting Corporation (MBC), 
King Hussein described 
Jordanian-Saudi relations as 
strong and brotherly, and 
said Jordan has always felt 
proud of its relations with 
Saudi Arabia. 

In reference to the strain in 
relations with Saudi Arabia 
■following Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990, King Hussein 
said that “relations in the 
near past caused harm to 
Jordan as it did to our 


PARIS (AFP) — Donor 
countries pledged $865 mil- 
lion in economic aid to the 
•newly autonomous Palesti- 
nian territories at a confer- 
ence here Tuesday attended 
by representatives of some 50 
nations. 

“This is a strong signal 
from the international com- 
munity,” French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette 
told a press briefing winding 
up a conference of donor 
countries on economic de- 
velopment in the territories. 

“If we add these 865 mil- 
lion dollars to the money 
pledged since 1993 but so far 
not used, we get to at least 
1.365 billion dollars,” Mr. De 
Charette said. 

The money is to be dis- 
bursed by March 1997. 

“This conference is a step 
in the peace process. De- 
velopment brings peace,” he 
added. 

Norwegian Foreign Minis- 
ter Bjoem Tore Godal said 
the conference had drummed 
up even more pledges than 
the $W billion which had 
been expected. 

Palestinian National Au- 
thority President Yasser Ara- 
fat thanked the donor coun- 
tries and expressed hope that 
"the pledges will be kept." 


GAZA CITY (AP) — The 
Palestinian attorney general 
issued a warrant Tuesday for 
the arrest of a Gaza City 
contractor suspected of hav- 
ing delivered a booby- 
trapped cellular phone that 
killed chief Palestinian bomb- 
maker Yehiya Ayyash. 

Several Palestinians are 
already under arrest in con- 
nection with last Friday’s 
assassination, the attorney 
general, Khaled Kidreh. told 
the Associated Press. "The 
interrogation is in an adv- 
anced stage,” Mr. Kidreh 
said, but would not comment 
further. 

Palestinian investigators, 
quoted by Israeli media, have 
said the fiigitive building con- 


* brothers. It also pained us. as 
it did them.” 

The King expressed satis- 
faction also that relations 
were being restored to nor- 
mal and expressed Jordan's 
keen interest in maintaining 
unique relations with Saudi 
Arabia. 

"Praise be to the Almighty 
God that this stage of our life 
has ended and that things are 
back to how they should be,” • 
the King said. He said Jordan 
has strong resolve that rela- 
tions between the two King- 
doms should be based on 
confidence, frankness, and 
clarity. Asked about Jordan's 
position towards Iraq, and 
the Jordanian-Saudi views on 
this issue. King Hussein said 


A "tripartite action plan," 
setting out rights and duties 
in managing economic assist- 
ance to the Palestinians, was 
signed by Mr. Arafat and 
foreign ministers Ehud Barak 
of Israel and Bjoem Tore 
Godal of Norway for the 
donor nations. 

Under the plan, Israel will 
turn over value-added tax 
(VAT) incomes and cus- 
tomes duties to the Palesti- 
nian National Authority and 
facilitate free border passage 
of men and merchandise. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Monday that 
Israel would pay the Palesti- 
nian National Authority $300 
million in tariffs and VAT. 

Earlier Tuesday, U.S. 
Ambassador Pamela Ham- 
man said the United States 
was pledging $71 million in 
development aid to the 
autonomous Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

"We have allocated $47 
million to critical water and 
sanitation projects in Gaza, 
Hebron, Tulkarem, Qal- 
qilya," Ms. Harriman said. 

She was reading a speech 
which U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher had 
been scheduled to give. He 
was prevented from travell- 
ing to the Paris conference by 


tractor, Kamal Hamad, was a 
longtime informer for Israel’s 
Shin Bet security service. 

One report said a Palesti- 
nian collaborator involved in 
Mr. Ayyash’s death received 
$1 million cash and a fake 
passport from his handlers to 
allow him Lo start a new life 
abroad. 

On Tuesday afternoon, 
Palestinian police seized Mr. 
Hamad’s two-story villa in 
Gaza City. 

Journalists were ordered to 
leave the area after police- 
men entered the villa. Photo- 
graphers were not allowed to 
take pictures. 

Palestinian security 
sources, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said that 


the issue of Iraq was impor- 
tant in terms of its humanita- 
rian dimension and the “con- 
cern for a dear country to all 
of us, in terms of the genuine 
desire to see an end to. this 
tragedy and the suffering of 
the Iraqi people. 

King Hussein said Jordan 
was very keen on maintaining 
the unity of' Iraq and its 
sovereignty on all its territor- 
ies. Asked about certain 
Arab parties that cast doubt 
on Jordan's position regard- 
ing Iraq, the King said such 
parties did not see the real 
situation in Iraq. Recent elec- 
tion in Iraq have shown a 
perpetuation of the present 
situation, in terms of dividing 
the Iraqi territory, he said. 

The King called on the 


a snow storm in Washington. 

“Another six million dol- 
lars will be targeted on pri- 
vate sector development 
through the establishment of 
industrial zones. And eight 
million has been assigned for 
building and upgrading 
Palestinian educational facili- 
ties ” she continued. 

In addition, the United 
Stares will provide the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity with $10 million to round 
out the Palestinian budget 
deficit in 1996. 

Ms. Harriman added that 
the deficit was estimated at 
$75 million dollars, compared 
with $101 million in 1995. 
The United States hoped 
Palestinians would have in 
place a balanced budget by 
1997, she said. 

The U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment will make a further gift 
of 200 vehicles for the Palesti- 
nian police. 

At the first donors' confer- 
ence in 1993, the Llnited 
States pledged to provide 
Palestinians with $500 million 
over a five-year period. It has 
since released more than 
5160 million. 

Ms. Harriman added that: 
“The purpose of this confer- 
ence is clear: to reinforce the 
peace process by reinvigo rat- 


two nearby unfinished high- 
rise apartment buildings be- 
longing to Mr. Hamad will 
also be confiscated. 

Israel has neither denied 
nor confirmed Palestinian 
charges that it assassinated 
Mr. Ayyash, who Orches- 
trated seven suicide bomings 
in Israel that killed 55 'people 
since. 1994. 

Mr. Ayyash, nicknamed 
"the engineer" for his bomb- 
making skills, had been hid- 
ing since last summer in the 
home of a college friend, 
Osama Hamad, a nephew of 
the contractor, Kamal 
Hamad. 

Osama Hamad lives in the 
northern Gaza Strip town of 
Beit Lahia, close to the Erez 


brotherly’ 

Iraqi people to meet 
together, cooperate and stay 
united. He pledged every 
possible support for the Iraqi 
people in order to be able to 
exercise their right to live 
united on their national soil, 
by their own volition and to 
select the form of govern- 
ment or life they themselves 
want. He said he .hoped the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
would norlast any longer. 

On U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary William Perry's visit to 
Jordan and U.S. weaponry to 
the army. King Hussein said 
that equipping the army was 
necessary not only to defend 
Jordan but also to defend the 
region, whenever their help is 
needed. 


mg the international com- 
munity’s economic and poli- 
tical support for the Palesti-' 
nian people.” 

The international com- 
munity is now aiming "to 
shift our focus from the short- 
term challenge of creating 
Palestinian institutions to the 
longer-term goal of promot- 
ing economic growth and de- 
velopment,” the statement 
added. 

Italian Foreign minister' 
Susanna Agnelli, whose 
country currently chairs the • 
rotating presidency of the - 
European Union, said the ' 
EU would contribute about 
40 per cent of the aid pack- 
age. 

Delegates at the confer- 
ence said the pledges, made 
10 days ahead of elections in 
the autonomous Palestinian 
territories, come at a crucial 
time for PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat, who has faced enor- 
mous economic difficulties in 
the last two years and an 
explosive social situation. 

The package was expected 
to be used mainly for invest- 
ment projects involving hous- 
ing and infrastructure, but 
$75 million were to go to- 
wards the 1996 budget in. the 
territories. 


crossing between Israel and 
Gaza. 

Osama Hamad said Mon- 
day he received the rigged 
cellular phone from his uncle, 
Kamal, married to three 
wives and a father of 18 
children. The contractor has 
apparently left Gaza, with 
some reports saying he is in 
the United States and others 
that he is hiding in Israel. 

Mr. Kidreh, the attorney, 
general, said he would try to 
bring Mr. Hamad back to 
Gaza at all costs, including 
seeking his extradition. 

Mr. Kidreh said he has not 
formally asked Israel to hand 
over the fugitive. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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2,000 reported held 


rebels demand 
reinstated 


Donors pledge $865m to Palestinians 


Palestinians issue warrant for suspected informer 
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Are Hovdenak, an international observer from Norway, looks at a wall of Palestinian election posters Tuesday in 
Arab East Jerusalem. Hie majority of posters show a “keffiyeh” or headdress split down the middle and says, “No 
to splitting the unity of the people” and is printed by both Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). There are supposed to be some 600 internation- 
al observers, 300 from the European Union and 300 others;, that will participate in the first Palestinian elections on 
Jan. 20 (Reuters photo) 


EU observers: Israel hindering 
Palestinian election campaign 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — European 
election monitors criticised 
Israel Tuesday for slapping 
travel restrictions od 
P alestinians during the 
ongoing campaign for his- 
toric Palestinian elections 
later this month. 

Carl Lidbom, head of the 
European Union (EU) ream 
monitoring the Jan. 20 vote, 
complained that campaign- 
ing was being hindered by 
Israel's weekend decision to 
seal off Palestinian areas of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

He also criticised Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
for not granting equal 
access to its radio and tele- 
vision stations to candidates 
independent of Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh movement. 

Israel ordered the clamp- 
down after Islamic radicals 
vowed to carry out revenge 
attacks for the assassination 
Friday of Yehiya Ayyash, 
the mastermind behind a 


wave of suicide bombings 
which killed 45 Israelis. 

“It will not be acceptable 
to use security regulations 
for hindering the election 
campaign,” Mr. Lidbom, a 
former Swedish justice min- 
ister. told a press briefing. 

“Candidates and their 
party leaders must be able 
to travel to different pans 
of the country during the 
official campaign and the 
required permits must be 
made available,” be said. 

He also insisted that mem- 
bers of the Palestinian 
Central Elections 

Commission “also be able 
to travel quickly from area 
to area” to ensure a smooth 
election. 

Mr. Lidbom, who on Jan. 
I issued a scathing criticism 
of the PNA for “arbitrarily' 1 
tampering with election 
procedures by unilaterally 
shortening the election cam- 
paign and altering the size 
of the self-rule council, this 
time called on Israel to take 
action to help ensure a fair 


vote. 

“The holding of the elec- 
tions has been agreed on the 
highest political levels, so 
the means to implement this 
political decision must be 
found,” he said 
Mr. Lidbom also called on 
Israel to guarantee a smooth 
election in east Jerusalem 
by reserving use of the 
area's post offices, to be 
used as polling stations, for 
voters only on the day of the 
election. 

Keeping them open for 
regular trade would make 
“fair-minded people suspect 
this is simply intended to 
reduce the Sow of voters to 
post offices and hinder the 
election process”, Mr. 
Lidbom said. 

‘To dose business for one 
day of the year is not asking 
too much," he said. 

Mahmoud Abbas, head of 
the Palestinian central elec- 
tions committee, told 
Reuters the Palestinian self- 
rule authority had asked 
Israel not to conduct other 


business in the offices on 
election day to “prevent 
friction between Jewish 
extremists and Palestinian 
voters”. 

On the Palestinian side, 
Mir. Lidbom complained of 
Fateh’s domination of the 
radio and television media. 

“Arafat has better access 
to the media,” be said. “We 
want the Palestinians to 
modify this situation, but 
time is against us and they 
(the media) cannnot give a 
chance to all the candi- 
dates.” 

Nearly 700 candidates are 
running for the 8S council 
seats from the West Bank, 
East Jerusalem and the 
Gaza Strip, while two — 
Mr. Arafat and leftist 
activist Samiha Khalil — 
are contesting the post of 
executive president. 

The campaign and vote 
are being monitored by 650 
foreign observers, 300 of 
them from the European 
Union. 



Israelis want to leave 
settlement near Hebron 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A group of Israelis 
living in a settlement near 
the West Bank city of 
Hebron want to leave, but 
the Israeli government says 
it cannot even consider aid- 
ing them until a final peace 
deal with the PLO. 

Palestinians, who seek an 
independent state in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
have always labelled set- 
tlers an obstacle to peace 
and demanded they return 
to Israel. 

Sima Mizrahi, a resident 
of the Jewish settlement of 
Kiryac Arba for the last 20 
years, began organising a 
group that wanted to leave 
shortly after a local resident 
shot dead 29 Arabs at a 
mosque in nearby Hebron 
in February 1994. 

"You see in my hand two 
lists of 120 families. There 
is another list which I don’t 
have at the moment of 
another 50 to 60 fami- 
lies. ..800 people (who want 
to leave),” Ms. Mizrahi told 
Israel radio Tuesday. 

About 4,000 Israelis live 
in Kiryat Arba. 

Yossi Beilin, a minister in 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres’ office, said he sym- 
pathised with the settlers' 
plight. 


But Mr. Beilin said it was 
possible some settlements 
would end up under Israeli 
sovereignty in a final peace 
deal and Israelis in them 
would then have no reason 
to leave. Until a final map 
was drawn, there would be 
no help from the govern- 
ment 

“No, I don’t see a way to 
help them before a border 
and a permanent agreement 
are determined,” Mr Beilin 
said. 

Under the 1993 interim 
PLO-Israel peace deal the 
130,000 Jews living amidst 
two million Arabs in the 
territories remaia 

Their fate is to be negoti- 
ated in final talks to start in 
May. 

Kiryat Arba mayor Zvi 
Katzover was quoted by the 
radio as saying Ms. 
Mizrahi's numbers were 
inflated. 

He barred a conference 
for people who wanted to 
leave that Ms. Mizrahi 
wanted to hold in the settle- 
ment's community centre. 

“The community centre is 
for the good of the 
public...anyone who wants to 
hold conferences chat harm 
the public...we cannot permit 
them to use the community 
centre,” Mr. Katzover said. 


More than a tonne of 
drugs seized in Lebanon 


BEIRUT lR) — Lebanese 
police seized more than one 
tonne of drugs worth nearly 
S10 million in two separate 
hauls, police sources said 
on Tuesday. 

They said police found 
1 ,000 kilogrammes of 
hashish near Hrajel village 
in mountains northeast of 
Beirut on Monday night, 
worth an estimated SI. 5 
million. 

The hashish, hidden in a 
truck, was intended for 
export outside Lebanon, the 
police sources said. Eight 
suspects were arrested, they 
added. 


In a separate haul, police 
confiscated 40 kilo- 
grammes of heroin in the 
northern port of Tripoli 
worth about S8 million, the 
sources said. 

Two people suspected of 
involvement with the smug- 
gling of the heroin from 
Turkey were arrested and a 
third suspect was still being 
sought, they added. 

Lebanese authorities have 
launched a campaign 
against the cultivation, pro- 
cessing and trafficking of 
drugs since 1992. The ille- 
gal trade flourished during 
the 1975-90 civil war. 
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Israelis 
evenly split 
on Golan 
withdrawal 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — A 
growing number of 
Israelis are willing to 
trade a full Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights in exchange for a 
comprehensive peace 
treaty with Syria, accord- 
ing to a poll published 
Tuesday. 

The poll, by Tel Aviv 
University’s Centre For 
Peace Research, showed 
that 46.6 per cent of those 
queried favoured a full 
withdrawal from the 
Golan In exchange for full 
peace with Syria while 
43.4 per cent opted for 
continued Israeli rule over 
the heights. 

Ten per cent had no 
opinion in the survey 
which had a margin of 
error of four per cent. 

When the same question 
was asked by the centre in 
August, 54.4 per cent 
favoured hanging on to 
the Golan, a strategic 
plateau seized by Israel in 
the 1967 Middle East war 
and annexed in 1981, 
while 33.8 per cent 
backed a land-for-peace 
trade. 

The new survey also 
showed that 53 per cent of 
those questioned support- 
ed Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres’ approach 
to peace negotiations with 
Syria and 62 per cent said 
his peace policies were in 
line with those of his 
assassinated predecessor, 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

The poll was released a 
day before U.S. Secretary 
Of State Warren 
Christopher was due to 
being a new peace mis- 
sion to Israel and Syria to 
promote the peace talks 
between the two nations 
which were resumed last 
month after a six-month 
break. 


Campaign rival pledges to ‘work together’ with Arafat 


NABLUS, West Bank (AFP) — 
Samiha Khalil, the 72-year-old 
grandmother and left-winger chal- 
lenging Yasser Arafat in 
Palestinian elections, said 
Tuesday the PLO leader will keep 
wide powers even if she beats the 
odds to win. 

"No cme can push Abu Ammar 
aside,” Ms. Khalil told 300 people 
at a campaign meeting, using 
Arafat’s nom de guerre. 

“He is the chair man of the PLO 
executive committee and I will 
work with him,” she said. “He is a 
fighter and I am a fighter.” 

She is Mr. Arafat's only chal- 
lenger for the head of the execu- 
tive authority of the Palestinian 
self-government in the West Bank 


and Gaza Strip in polls on Jan. 20 
which will also elect an 88-mem- 
ber council of representatives. 

“I like him. We will work 
together, all of us, and we will 
solve the problems together,” Ms. 
Khalil said of Mr. Arafat. 

Although at times she appeared 
to adopt a stoic stand, Ms. Khalil 
was animated and cracked fre- 
quent jokes during the two-hour 
appearance. 

Women in the audience listened 
intently, while the men reacted 
with a mixture of admiration and 
bemusement 

Ms. Khalil studiously avoided 
criticism of Mr. Arafat, targetting 
her fire instead at his advisers. 
“Until 1992, Arafat was walking 


straight and I don't know what 
happened after thaL” 

She sought to stake out a middle 
ground by opposing much of the 
Oslo accords signed in September 
1993 which lea to the launch of 
self-rule without rejecting the idea 
of peace with Israel. 

She said she would like to 
“break the Oslo agreement in 
half,” rejecting its failure both to 
evict 130,000 Jewish settlers from 
Gaza and the West Bank and men- 
tion Arab claims on East 
Jerusalem, annexed and captured 
by Israel in 1967. 

The agreement had also failed to 
obtain the immediate release of 
thousands of prisoners from 
Israeli jails, she added. 


But on the other hand Ms. Khalil 
welcomed the spread of 
Palestinian autonomy on the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

“After Oslo the Palestinian flag 
was raised and the Israeli one low- 
ered and that makes me 
The Israeli withdrawal from 
cities was also good.” 

Ms. Khalil took issue with the 
leading opposition movement, the 
Islamic resistance movement 
Hamas, for not accepting a two- 
state solution with Israel. 

“Our national consensus has 
decided on the 1967 borders,” she 
said. “The international communi- 
ty and the Arab and Islamic 
nations agree to this and this is the 
solution.” 


Beirut’s mass of private media 
outlets must be cut — committee 


BEIRUT (R) — The mass of 
private television and radio 
stations dominating 

Lebanon's airwaves since the 
civil war must be cut drasti- 
cally, a media committee said 
on Tuesday. 

The government-appointed 
Committee For Organisation 
Of Television And Radio 
Broadcasting said the gov- 
ernment should license five 
new private television sta- 
tions and 10 private radio sta- 
tions. 

There are 57 private televi- 
sion stations and about 150 
private radio stations current- 
ly broadcasting in Lebanon, 
many of them militia mouth- 


pieces in the 1975-90 civil 
war which have gone com- 
mercial since. 

The recommendations, read 
to reporters by information 
ministry Director-General 
Mohammad Obeid, said state 
television should be the only 
one to broadcast on ultra high 
frequency (UHFl and state- 
run radio the sole amplitude 
modulatioun (AM) broad- 
caster. Both stations do not 
need licencing. 

The committee was estab- 
lished under a law organising 
the audiovisual media that 
came out in October 1994. 
All its recommendations 
need to be approved by the 


cabinet 

Asked to name the stations 
that would receive licensing, 
Mr. Obeid said: ‘This is a 
matter to be decided by the 
cabinet”. 

Only major stations are 
expected to pass the stringent 
licensing requirements and 
the cut-throat competition 
between them for viewership. 

The new media law regu- 
lates ownership of television 
and radio companies, sets 
broadcast guidelines, broadly 
defines tough licensing 
requirements and calls for a 
10-member national council 
to supervise their work. 


Egyptian actress fights back 
over nude photograph row 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Egyptian actress is suing two 
Islamic fundamentalist 
lawyers who are trying to get 
her jailed for appearing 
"practically nude” in a pu£ 
licity photograph, the daily 
A1 Missaa reported Tuesday. 

Yusra is accusing the 
lawyers of defamation after 
they said she “outraged pub- 
lic decency" by the photo- 
graph of her wearing a 


bodice, wbich appeared on 
the cover of a film magazine 
in November. 

The trial against the actress 
and three of the magazine’s 
employees opened in the 
northern town of Damanhur 
in December and is set to 
continue next month. The 
lawyers are asking for sen- 
tences of one year in jail. 

The offending photograph 
is a stilJ from Yusra’s latest 


film, the anti-fundamentalist 
“Birds of Darkness” which 
has been a huge hit in Egypt. 

One of the lawyers, Abdul 
Fattah A1 Wanaqi. said it was 
his duty as a Muslim to take 
action to prevent indecency. 

Egypt’s Islamic fundamen- 
talists have launched a host 
of legal proceedings against 
intellectuals and film-makers 
opposed to their views. 



partly cloudy wuh scattered shivw- 
ers expected in all parts of the 
Kingdom. Winds will be southerly 
active and seas rough. 

Min. /Mux. temp. 

Amman 4/11 

Aqaba II / |y 

Deserts 3/12 

Jordan Valley 10 / IS 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13 Aquhu 2*». Humidity 
readings: Amman 71 per ccni. 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Wisam lla^in . . 
Dr. Nidal At Dahleh 
Dr Jihad Sommour . 
Dr Bah iul Bader.. . 
Firjsph.inn.itv . . 
Ferdmvs ptianiiuey .. 
Al Aseniii pharm.n.i 
Nairoukh pharmacy 
A I Sul am pharmacy . 


74X5*3 

(*2625 

755255 

KW2 

661412 

77X336 

0371155 

623672 

63A73U 


YuCouh pharmacy MJM45 

Shmcisuni pharmacy 637661) 

Naimtijh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy X47632 

(RBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qunu 2X1741 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randu Shubin w/57111 

Khiiiifch pharmacy VX54I7 

EMERGENCIES 

Fond Control Centre 037111 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63(1341 

Civil Defence Emerguncs IW 

Rescue Police 102. tt2 II It. 637777 

Fire Brigade 6171(11 

Blond Bank 775121 

Migh*-,iv Police XJ34M2 

Tralfic Police xvn.Vxi 

Puhln. Sccuniv Department .... f*3H32 1 

Hotel Cnmpluinis 6U5KKI 

Prim; Complaints 6r,ff?ri 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints K97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complain i> 7 n7|I| 

lek-phnne Information 


(directors assistance) 121 

Overseas Culls MW23U 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 6231 til 

A Mali Telephone Repairs 661 HU 

Jordan Tele visum 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority MHHftl 

Jordan Elvctncitv Authority 

SU56I5 

Electric Power 

Company 636JKI 

RJ Flight Information .... HX-532tK) 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport HH-5320U 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

I lusscin Medical Centro X13X I3»J2 
Kh-aluli Maternity. J. Amn 

6442*1-6 

Akileh Muiernuv. J . Amn. 

642-MI/2 

Jnbal Amman Maternity . .. 642362 

Mulhus. J. Amman ’.... . o36|4t) 

Palestine. Shmcisuni 6U7»7I 

Shmcisuni Hospital 66MIJI 

University llospiial K45K45 

A I- M mistier I lospilul 667227 <i 

The Islamic, Ahdjli ... . 066127. J? 

Al-Ahli. AhtLili 6641646 

Italian. Ai-Muhujicvn ... 7771(11 3 
Al* Bashir. J. Ashralich 7751 1 |/2fi 
Armv.sMarka Wlhll/t? 


Queen Aliu Hospital 6022411/5(1 

Antal Hospital *74155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery X65IW 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital H«nR33Z3 
Zarqa National Hospital 

l(WpHK«6U 

Ibn Sina Hospiiui ((10)9X6732 

Al Hikmu Modem Hmpilui (INjuuowjii 

[RBID: 

Princess Basnu Hospital (112)27555') 

Greek Cjihnlic Hospital fH2)27227J 

IhnAINdlces Hospital |H2)247|IKI 

AQABA: 

Princess I lava I hispilal (Il.ij.5 |J 1 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 
arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) a 

Aqaba (RJ) 

0* - -5» ... Dub.ii.Ahu Dhabi (HJj 

Ltrnaiu ( RJ l 

New York (add)(Rj| 

JciUihlRJi 

14:45 New \ ork . Amsterdam ( RJ 1 


Islamic Jihad chief 
threatens revenge for 
Israeli ‘terrorism’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The new leader 
of the extremist Palestinian 
movement Islamic Jihad 
warned in an interview 
published Tuesday that 
Israel will pay “a heavy 
price” for the assassina- 
tions of its former chief 
Fathi Shakaki and the mas- 
ter Hamas bomb-maker 
Yehiya Ayyash. 

Ramadan Shallah. who 
took over the Islamic Jihad 
after Mr. Shakaki was 
killed in Malta in October, 
told the Jerusalem Post that 
the slayings would “accel- 
erate the jihad (holy war) 
and attacks against Israeli 
targets.-" 

“The Israelis have to 
know that they should also 
pay a price for their terror- 
ism.'’ he said in the inter- 
view conducted with the 
English-language newspa- 
per at the Islamic Jihad’s 
office in Damascus. 

“It will be a heavy price 
and will be as heavy as the 
assassination of both lead- 
ers. Ayyash and Shakaki,” 
he said 

Islamic Jihad accuses 


Israel’s spy service Mossad . 
of shooting Mr. Shakaki in 
Malta, while the Israeli 
internal security agency 
Shin Beth is suspected of 
the assassination of Mr. 
Ayyash, a militant of the 
fundamentalist Hamas 
movement who was killed 
by a booby-trapped cellular 
phone Friday in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Israel has refused to com- 
ment directly on either 
murder, but Israeli Prime 
Minister S him on Peres said 
on Monday when asked 
about the Ayyash killing: 
“If somebody thinks that 
be can kill Israelis and 
Israel will re main indiffer- 
ent, that’s a slight exagger- 
ation." 

Hamas has also vowed to 
revenge Mr. Ayyasb's 
killing with new anti- 
Israeli attacks. Mr. Ayyash, 
known as “the engineer" 
for his skill in bomb mak- 
ing, was held responsible 
for the deaths of 45 Israelis 
in a wave of suicide bomb- 
ings. 
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Home News 


ACTORS HONOURED: His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday hon- 
oured the Nabii and Hisham Theatre Group by presenting them with the 
Istiqlal Medal of the First Order in recognition of their distinguished 
artistic work which the King said enhances the cultural and artistic 
movement in the country. Representing the theatre group in receiving 
the medal were Nabii Sawalha, His ham Yanis and Amal D abbas, who 
expressed their deep gratitude to the King and thanked him for his con- 
stant care and support for the Jordanian theatre arts movement. The 
Nabii and Hisham Theatre Group perform political comedy plays cen- 
tred on themes taken primarily from current events in the Middle East. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Tuesday receives visiting speaker of the 
Algerian provisional parliament Abdul Qader Ben Saleh at the Prime Ministry. 

Premier receives Algerian official 

Ben Saleh says Kingdom’s 
democratic process ‘exemplary’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker conferred in his 
office Tuesday with the 
speaker of the Algerian pro- 
visional parliament Abdul 
Qader Ben Saleh and 
reviewed with him Jordan- 
ian- Algerian relations, 
cooperation in parliamen- 
tary fields as well as 
regional and international 
issues of common concern. 

Sharif Zeid stressed Jor- 
dan’s keenness on promot- 
ing Algerian-Jordanian ties 
and wished Algeria further 
progress , security and sta- 
bility. 

Mr Ben Saleh backed 
Jordan's political roles at 
the regional and interna- 
tional levels and its sup- 
port for Algeria’s efforts to 


establish " democracy, 
describing Jordan’s democ- 
ratic process as exemplary 
for others in this region. 

Ml Ben Saleh also voiced 
his country’s desire to bol- 
ster bilateral cooperation 
in all fields 

Speaking after the meet- 
ing with the prime minister. 
Mr. Ben Saleh said in a 
press statement that be 
briefed the prime minister 
on the latest developments 
in Algeria in the wake of 
the presidential elections 
held in that country on Nov. 
16, and the formation of a 
new government that 
groups representatives of 
the various political groups. 

Mr. Ben Saleh said that 
the situation in his country 
was improving day by day 


following the presidential 
elections, which some 
Arabs considered as a turn- 
ing point in Algeria's histo- 
ry • 

He said certain political 
groups in Algeria are of the 
view that the country’s 
political parties law should 
be revised because they 
believe that it was that law 
which triggered the regret- 
table incidents in Algeria. 

Mr. Ben Saleh later met 
with the Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
discussed with him ways of 
promoting Jordnaian- 
Algerian relations . 

Ml Ben Saleh is visiting 
Amman to take part in the 
Afro- Arab parliamentary 

conference, which ends 
today, Wednesday. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister. A1 Ahram review 
cultural dialogue 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture 
Samir Habashneh Tuesday discussed with 
the deputy chief editor of the Egyptian 
daily A1 Ahram, Mahmoud Murad, and the 
director general of A1 Ahram Advertising 
Agency, Hassan Hamdi, cultural relations 
between Jordan and Egypt. The two sides 
also discussed the role of press foundations 
in supporting and enhancing the cultural 
movement and encouraging cultural 
exchange. They stressed the need for initi- 
ating objective and responsible cultural 
dialogue as a means to revive inter-Arab 
cultural exchange. 




deadline 


.AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of| 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment Higher Organisation Council 
called on owners of unlicensed buildings 
which were been built prior to May 2, 1985 
to obtain the necessary licences before the 
end of December 1996, The council, meet- 
ing under the chairmanship of the Minister 
Nader Dhuheirat, warned that defaulters 
will have to pay a 10 per cent fine for each 
year beyond the 1996 deadline, in addition 
to the fees due on their buildings. Mr 
Dhuheirat called on citizens to take this 
opportunity to settle their dues to the min- 
istry, promising them every possible facili- 
ty. * 
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Jordan, Israel to sign 5 new 
agreements in Amman, Aqaba 


by Amy Henderson 

. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Jordan and 
Israel are tentatively sched- 
uled to sign five bi-lateral 
agreements between Jan.. 
16 and IS in Aqaba and 
Amman, an Israeli embassy 
official said. The signing of 
the agreements- transport, 
science and culture, 
telecommunications, mar- 
itime borders and Aqaba- 
Eilat cooperation - is 
awaiting the recuperation 
of Jordanian Minister of 
Transport Samir Kawar 
who recently suffered a 
heart attack, Shalom 
To urge man, Israeli press 
attach^. said. 

Among the five agree- 
ments, the most significant 
are the transport agreement 
(to be signed in Amman ) 
and the- scientific and cul- 
tural agreement (to be 
signed in Aqaba along with 
the remaining three agree- 
ments). The former, said the 
official, is the “linchpin” of 
the bilateral agreements 
while the latter would make 


official the process of “nor- 
malisation" of relations 
between the people of the 
two countries. 

Jordan and Israel have, to 
date, signed eight coopera- 
tion agreements - energy, 
agriculture, security, com- 
bating drugs, boundaries, 
health, the environment, 
tourism and trade. 

But Ml Tourgeman said, 
“what good is a trade agree- 
ment without a transport 
agreement and what kind 
of tourism can we have if 
we can’t move tourists eas- 
ily? This binds most of our 
bilateral agreements.” 

The transport agreement 
lays out the details of land 
and air transport and also 
includes civil aviation. It 
allows the movement of 
goods to Israel or its ports, 
and specifies an arrange- 
ment for tourist transporta- 
tion, allowing tourist trans- 
port vphicles to enter each 
country, but after arrival at 
Amman, Irbid or Aqaba, 
transport will be the 
responsibility of Jordanian 
transport companies. 


Its provisions also include 
the movement of private 
vehicles with an interna- 
tional license across shared 
borders, but will not allow 
for the entty of rented vehi- 
cles or taxis. 

Additionally, it calls for 
the creation of six daily bus 
routes between the two 
countries -Aqaba-Eilat, Tel 
Aviv- Amman, Haifa- 
Amman, Haifa-Irbid, 
Nazareth- Amman and 
Nazareth-Irbid. 

“The transport agreement 
also dictates that Israel and 
Jordan, as parties to the 
multilateral peace talks, 
improve and develop the 
infrastructure of a railway 
system for the middle 
East,” he said. “This means 
a line (running between) 
Haifa, Irbid and Mafraq.” 

The agreements, meant to 
be signed no larer than nine 
months following the ratifi- 
cation of the 1994 peace 
treaty, ran into snags during 
negotiations, putting them 
behind the schedule dictat- 
ed by the treaty. The scien- 
tific and cultural agreement 


was delayed because of dis- 
agreement over the subject 
of education while the 
transport agreement got 
stuck in drawing up the 
“technical details'* of civil 
aviation, Mr. Tourgeman 
said Jordanian officials 
said last month that a key 
difference was over the alti- 
tude at which Israel is will- 
ing to allow Jordanian air- 
craft: to fly. 

The scientific and cultural 
agreement has been a cause 
for much speculation and 
debate in the Kingdom as 
opposition groups reject 
normalisation of relations 
with the Jewish state. A 
main fear of some Jordani- 
ans was that any cultural 
agreement that included 
“educational reform” 
would result in what some 
newspapers and opposition 
parties have dubbed 
“rewriting history” in a way 
that would alter the terms of 
reference to Jordan's histo- 
ry with Israel. The govern- 
ment has dismissed these 
fears ‘as unrealistic. 

The only reference to 


education in the pending 
agreement is a broad one 
c allin g for the “exchange of 
scientists, technical person- 
nel or other experts on gen- 
eral or specific aspects such 
as technical/ vocational edu- 
cation and training, plant 
and animal production, 
computers in education, 
information technology, 
archaeology and bio-tech- 
nology.” 

Mr. Tourgeman said in an 
earlier interview with the 
Jordan Times that there is 
an “understanding on both 
sides” to change the educa- 
tional systems of both, but 
that the issue would be left 
for future cooperation. The 
scientific agreement, as it 
stands, will be concluded 
for a four-year period At 
the end of this period, it can 
be “modified or amended 
by mutual consent” The 
issue of education, Mr. 
Tourgeman said, can be 
reconsidered following the 
four-year period of the 
agreement’s conclusion. 


NSCP insists coffee is overpriced, 
proceeds with boycott campaign 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National 
Society for Consumer Pro- 
tection (NSCP) Monday 
announced that it has 
obtained from official 
sources the international 
market rates on coffee, 
which also match the prices 
obtained by the Ministry of 
Supply. 

But NSCP President 
Mohammed Obeidat ' said 
the ministry is still setting 
coffee prices on the local 
market at higher than inter- 
national market figures. 

He said that according to 
NSCP’s figures, merchants 
import one tonne of “robus- 
ta” beans, after paying cus- 
toms fees, at a cost of 


$ 2 , 200 ; 

Therefore the price of one 
kilogramme of this type of 
coffee, which is now sold at 
JD 3.50. should not exceed 
JD 3.025. 

As for “Brazilia” beans, 
the cost of importing one 
tonne of this type of coffee 
after paying fees is $3350, 
which should set the retail 
price at not more than J 1- ' 
335, said Dr. Obeidat 

He said these figures were 
the result’of analysis by the 
NSCP, which confirmed 
that the price of coffee on 
the Jordanian market is 
higher than it should be. 

The coffee-boycott cam- 
paign, which the NSCP 
launched three weeks ago, 
was described by Dr. Obei- 
dat as “very successful.” 


. He added that as the cam- 
paign progressed more citi- 
zens joined in. 

1 “People have become 
accustomed to the cam- 
paign to the extent that they 
are forgetting about buying 
coffee,” he said. 

Dr. Obeidat reiterated his 
position towards the “min- 
istry’s intervention in cof- 
fee pricing." . saying the 
ministry should not further 
delay the society’s dialogue 
with coffee merchants. 

“The ministry is responsi- 
ble for delaying our c’ .- 
logue with merchabis, 
although we are willing to 
openly discuss the subject 
with them," he said, refer- 
ring to what he described as 
an apparent pressure by the 
ministry to discourage mer- 


chants from contacts with 
the NSCP. 

Economic writer Fahd A1 
Fanek said in an article in 
A1 Rai Arabic Daily Mon- 
day that the ministry set 
prices that guarantee a rear 
sonable profit for coffee 
merchants depending on 
the price of the most recent 
shipments of imported 
beans. But the NSCP, said 
Dr. Fanek, follows the the- 
ory that trade is a matter of 
profit and loss, therefore 
contends that the merchant 
should follow current inter- 
national market prices. 

Dr. Fanek stated, in such 
case, if the prices of the 
international market rise, it 
means the merchant would 
achieve an “exceptional 
profit," and conversely, if 


prices decline . the merchant 
have to accept an “excep- 
tional loss" on reserved 
stocks. 

Dr. Obeidat dismissed 
this analysis without elabo- 
rating. 

Coffee retailer Gbazi 
Khairi, complaining that his 
shop expenses for rent, 
electricity and equipment 
are sizable, said the min- 
istry’s prices are more rea- 
sonable than the society's, 
adding that the ministry 
itself was also keen on pro- 
tecting the consumer. 

Mr. Khairi, who said that 
coffee is not a priority com- 
modity. urged the NSCP to 
concentrate on other basic 
commodities when it 
launches such boycott cam- 
paigns in the future. 


Jordan, Saudi Arabia 
discuss trade ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abut Ragfteb 
Tuesday held talks with 
Saudi Minister of Trade 
Osama Faqih over trade 
relations between the two 
countries. 

The Saudi Minister, 
who is In Jordan to take 
part in the preparatory 
meeting of the United 
Nations Conference on 
Trade And Development 
(UNCTAD), said that the 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
have a “vast opportunity 
for promoting their 
cooperation in various 


coopera 

fields." 



The Saudi minister said 
that the volume of trade 
between the two countries 
is currently estimated at 
550 million Saudi riyals, 
adding that further efforts 
could be made to boost 
the trade relations 


Ali Abul Ragheb * 


He added that his coun- 
fry is in favour of increas- 
ing the volume of trade 
with Jordan and bolster 
cooperation in various 
other fields. 


2nd phase of educational 
reform plan to start 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education will 
this year start implement- 
ing the second phase of the 
educational development 
plan which focuses on con- 
structing school buildings 
at the overall estimated cost 
of $176.2 million . 

The announcement was 
made by the director of the 
ministry’s School Budd- 
ings Department, Yahya A1 
Kashi, at a press conference 
Tuesday. 

The plan, he said, will be 
implemented in three suc- 
cessive programmes, the 


first of which will focus on 
setting up facilities for pro- 
moting vocational training 
to meet the local labour 
market’s needs. The second 
programme entails provid- 
ing the different equipment 
and experts and technicians 
and the third concerns 
restoration and refurbishing 
of existing school build- 
ings. He said that the min- 
istry last year spent JD 6.2 
million on maintenance of 
schools and the creation of 
playgrounds and JD 37.5 
million on the construction 
of school buildings. 


Smuggled monkey on 
her way back home 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A six-year-old 
gibbon, an endangered 
species, that was smuggled 
to Jordan five-years ago 
from Bangkok Tuesday was 
on her way to the London 
Zoo for rehabilitation 
before being returned to 
Bangkok, according to 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature 
(RSCN) officials. 

“We were contacted by a 
Jordanian family nine 
months ago who informed 
us that they owned a mon- 
key and they wanted to get 
rid of it because it was 
bothering them and they 
did not know what to do 
with it,” said Salma Atie, 
section head of the Fund 
Raising and Public Rela- 
tions Department at the 
RSCN said. 

Ms. Atie told the Jordan 
Times that the family did 
not realise that they owned 
a “wild animal,” and after 
five years, the gibbon start- 
ed hurting children and 
bothering their neighbours. 

The gibbon, a small ape, 
is found in the forests of 
Southeast Asia. Gibbons 
are highly adapted to arbo- 
real life. Their arms are 


extremely long, and they 
swing through trees with 
great speed and agility. 
Gibbons live in permanent 
families consisting of a 
male, a female, and their 
young; they are known to 
be very territorial. 

According to the Interna- 
tional Zoo Yearbook, dur- 
ing 1985 there were 129 
gibbons in 38 collections 
(families of gibbons) in dif- 
ferent areas of the world- 

Adnan Budeiri, head of 
the Research and Survey 
Section at the RSCN, said 
that intensive contacts were 
made between international 
organisations for the con- 
servation of wild animals 
after the department at toe 
RSCN learnt about the 
endangered species. 

“Contacts were made for 
nine months with different 
international institutions 
like toe London Zoo (toe 
recipient zoo) toe World 
Primate Association in 
Thailand and the Natural 
Conservation Society in 
Thailand,” Mr. Budeiri 
said. 

"We were finally advised 
by the London Zoo to first 
send the animal there for 
rehabilitation, then toe zoo 
would deliver it (the gib- 
bon) to Thailand. 


Mr. Budeiri explained 
that because toe family, 
who had kept toe gibbon in 
Amman, brought it up as a 
pet and fed her inappropri- 
ate food, “not realising that 
it was wild and it needed 
special attention and atmos- 
phere,” toe rehabilitation at 
toe zoo facility was 
required. 

“The whole lifestyle of 
this animal has changed 
because it was not living in 
its natural environment ... it 
belongs to nature, should 
not be kept in captivity and 
should not change its natur- 
al environment,” he added. 

According to Ms. Atie, 
toe RSCN was complying 
with toe 1973 Convention 
on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) which prevents 
toe exploitation of species 
through international trade. 
Jordan has been a signato- 
ry to toe CITFS since 1979. 

According to RSCN 
statement. Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and Royal Jor- 
danian Airlines have lent 
support for the transporta- 
tion and follow-up opera- 
tion involved in rehabilitat- 
ing toe gibbon. 


The Jordan Times 

What’s Going 
On 

(the daily cultural activi- 
(ties column) will appear 
on Thursday as cultural 
activities resume follow- 
ing the end of year holi- 
days. 


The Embassy of France 

announces that it will receive 
condolences over the death of 
the former President of the Republic 

Mr. Franpois Mitterrand 

on Wednesday the 1 0th and 
Thursday the 1 1 th of January 1 996, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Ambassador's Residence in Jabal Amman 




4 World News 


Times, Wednesday, January 10, 1996 , . 



French press mourns 
passing of great statesman 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
French press Tuesday 
mourned the passing of a 
great statesman with the 
death of former President 
Francois Mitterrand and 
issued lengthy special sup- 
plements devoted to his life 
and political career. 

The verdict on 79 year- 
old Mitterrand's life was 
unanimous on all sides of 
the political spectrum — 
along with Charles de 
Gaulle. Mitterrand was the 
country's most important 
politician since Worid War 
□. 

Parisian and provincial 
newspapers compiled spe- 
cial supplements to com- 
memorate Mitterrand's 
death and put out extra 
copies, often doubling their 
normal output, in anticipa- 
tion of brisk sales for 
Tuesday. 

The right-wing daily Le 


Figaro devoted 26 pages to 
Mitterrand, while the cen- 
tre-left afternoon daily Le 
Monde issued a special 
eight-page supplement 
Monday. 

Le Parisien summed up 
the general sentiment in its 
editorial Tuesday: “The age 
and exceptional political 
longevity of the former 
president largely accounts 
for the impression that with 
Francois Mitterrand goes, 
the last of the great French 
politicians to have lived 
through the tragedies of the 
century and to have played 
a role in them. 

Le Figaro wrote: “He was 
France for 14 years. The 
hour has not come for 
polemic, if only to respect 
the grief of half of the 
French population who 
voted him in. The time has 
come to salute his rhetori- 
cal skills, his tenacity in the 


face of trials, his courage in 
the lace of illness. Let us 
turn our minds to what he 
brought to the nation."* 

For left-wing Liberation. 
“Francois Mitterrand’s life 
was very close to what be 
bad dreamed of, he played 
and interpreted his own 
roles. It is a rare privilege. 
He imposed his name, bis 
story, his marble-like figure 
in the wake of de Gaulle. 
He will have won bis life’s 
bet: his name will figure 
alongside that of de Gaulle, 
the big other, some would 
add to that of Gemenceau.” 
The Communist daily 
l’Humanite wrote: “In 

1971, Francois Mitterrand 
made a famous speech in 
these terms: “Money which 
corrupts, money which 
buys, money which crush- 
es, money which kills, 
money which ruins and 
money which rots the con- 


science of men.” His diag- 
nosis was penetrating and 
scathing. It was nearly a 
quarter of a century ago. 
Alas! the evil is still there ” 
The financial daily Les 
Echos said: “An absolute 
monarch, be slipped into 
clothes which many feared 
were too big for him, and 
gave his role a steadfast 
character... In short, be ran 
France as he ran his career. 
What worked for him, the 
statesman, worked in many 
respects for the country." 

Le Monde, for its part 
commented: “He was this 
permanent oscillation... He 
functioned with two cere- 
bral hemispheres, the first 
one capable of contradict- 
ing or hindering the second. 
On the one hand, the princi- 
ple of movement, on the 
other, that of reality.” 


Greek socialists under 
pressure to pick new leader 


ATHENS (R) — The con- 
servative opposition 
launched a censure motion 
in the Greek parliament 
against the ruling Socialists 
Monday, accusing them of 
lacking Ihe courage to 
replace ailing Prime 
Minister Andreas 

Papandreou. 

“For almost two months 
our country is a rudderless 
ship.” New Democracy 
member Costas Karamanlis 
said. “The government is 
responsible for this because 
it lacks courage.” 

The censure motion is 
unlikely to threaten the 
Socialists, who have a com- 
fortable majority in the 300- 
seat parliament. 

It launced a three-day 
debate before a vote on 
whether Mr. Papandreou, in 
critical condition in hospi- 
tal, is fit to rule. 

New Democracy urged 
the government to seek a 
new leader and accused Mr. 
Papandreou of plunging the 
country into political uncer- 
tainty by delaying the 
choice of a successor. 


“Andreas Papandreou did 
not foresee a succession 
process despite the fact he 
knew of the condition of his 
health," conservative mem- 
ber Dora Bakoyanni told 
parliament “The tolerance 
of the Greek people has 
long expired.” 

Mr. Papandreou, 76, was 
admitted to hospital eight 
weeks ago suffering from 
pneumonia. 

He is on life-support 
machines to help his failing 
lungs and kidneys and has 
fought off several sec- 
ondary infections that 
almost killed him. Doctors 
said Monday he was slight- 
ly improving. 

Most hospital and politi- 
cal sources say he is inca- 
pacitated and unable to fol- 
low the political debate rag- 
ing around him over 
whether he should stand 
dowm. 

Senior Socialists have 
hesitated to force their vet- 
eran leader to quit while be 
is ill but calls for his 
replacement have intensi- 
fied across the political 


spectrum. 

Bowing to pressure from 
political leaders alarmed at 
(he power vacuum and 
aware of the need to main- 
tain the unity of the 
Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement founded by Mr. 
Papandreou in 1974, the 
Socialists have vowed to 
pick a new prime minister 
this month. 

“By the end of the month 
we will have a new prime 
minister, unless Mr 
Papandreou resigns soon- 
er,” Dimitris Beis, leader of 
the Socialist parliamentary 
group, was quoted as say- 
ing. 

The Greek constitution 
offers no help, stating that a 
irirae minister can be 
• ^placed only when he 
resigns or dies. Several 
Socialists insist Mr. 
Papandreou’s consent is 
needed before he can be 
replaced. 

No one has wanted to 
raise the issue with Mr. 
Papandreou, who has led his 
party with an iron grip for 
21 years and tolerated no 


ambitious rivals. 

His son. Education 
Minister George 

Papandreou, said be would 
explain “political truths” to 
bis father this week, raising 
the possibility of his resig- 
nation. 

“I will say what I have to 
say to my father with 
respect and not in the form 
of an ultimatum," he told 
reporters. 

One fear has been that Mr. 
Papandreou might refuse to 
quit, raising questions about 
the legality of an attempt to 
replace him. 

Asked what would happen 
if Mr. Papandreou reused 
to stand down, Mr. Beis 
said: “That would compli- 
cate matters but we would 
proceed (with replacing 
him)." 

The Socialist parliamen- 
tary group would choose 
Mr. Papandreou’s successor 
in a two-round vote. 
Favourites are Defence 
Minister Gerassimos 
Arsenis and former Industry 
Minister Costas Simitis. 


Shadow of the gunman returns 
to Belfast in vigilante killings 


BELFAST (R) — Mickey 
Mooney’s executioners 
struck with chilling ruth- 
lessness as he sipped a 
drink in a Belfast bar. 

Known to his associates 
as “moneybags". Mooney 
was the first victim of a 
nine-month spiral of 
killings in Northern 
Ireland's drugs underworld. 

From the shadows of 
uneasy guerrilla truces, 
seasoned gunmen have 
emerged to deal death to 
small-time drug dealers 
and send dozens of terrified 
targets underground. 

“The last thing we need is 
self-appointed vigilantes,” 
said police drug squad 
detective Inspector Larry 
Cheshire. 

“Despite what the crimes 
may be or alleged to be. it 
certainly isn't the way any 
civilised society would 
want to deal with its 
offenders,” he told Reuters. 


Security forces blame the 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) for a self- 
styled anti-drugs purge that 
has claimed seven Roman 
Catholic victims, five of 
them in the past five weeks. 

It’s a bid for community 
control masquerading os a 
law-and-order crusade in 
depressed Catholic estates 
where the guerrillas have a 
traditional powerbase, say 
British security sources and 
moderate Catholic nation- 
alists. 

Republicans assert that 
the gunmen’s “rough jus- 
tice" is a response to a 
policing vacuum in strong- 
holds where many 
Catholics mistrust the 
largely protesiont police 
force and fear “a flood of 
drugs" ruining young lives. 

Guerrilla war between 
IRA gunmen opposed to 
British rule and “loyalists” 
determined to defend it 


ended with matching truces 
in September 1994. The 
new deaths have jolted the 
unsteady calm. 

Now a sinister new twist 
is fuelling concern after 
stop-go political momen- 
tum failed to capitalise on 
the truces. 

Protestant extremists are 
getting in on the drug 
purge, according to an 
influential pressure group. 

Security sources say they 
are treating seriously 
republican and loyalist 
“death-list” threats to 24 
named individuals. 

The existence of the lists 
were disclosed by the influ- 
ential pressure group. 
Families Against Intimi- 
dation And Tenor (FAIT). 

“It’s a disgrace at a rime 
of peace.” FAIT founder 
Nancy Gracey said about 
the blood-letting. 

Catholic grandmother 
Gracey is a thorn in the side 


of masked gangs who mete 
out brutal beatings to indi- 
viduals deemed by kanga- 
roo courts to be thieves, 
burglars or muggers. 

Her group monitors a ris- 
ing tide of “punishment 
attacks”, highlighting a 
vicious hidden side of the 
peace process. 

The formidable cam- 
paigner said she had seen a 
death-list of 10 Protestants 
and Catholics, drawn up by 
the Protestant action force, 
a cover name for the 
banned Ulster Volunteer 
Force (UVF). 

It threatens to “carbon 
copy" the violence of a 
group called “Direct action 
against drugs” which Ms. 
Gracey says has 14 names 
on a death list. Both made a 
mockery of democracy, she 
declared. 


Nigerian government confirms 
detention of correspondent 


LAGOS (AFP) — The Nigerian government Tuesday con- 
firmed the detention of the correspondent of the British 
Financial Times daily in Nigeria, Paul Adams. 

A government spokesman for the southern Rivers state, 
where Mr. Adams was arrested Thursday, told AFP by tele- 
phone that “up till Monday evening, he was still undergo- 
ing interrogation.” 

- Spokesman Fidelis Agbiki said Nigerian officials were 
discussing Mr. Adams' detention with diplomats. 

While not giving a specific reason for the journalist's 
arrest, he said the case was that of “being in the wrong place 
at the wrong time.” 

Mr. Adams was arrested at a rally called to mark “Ogoni 
day" by the opposition Movement for the Survival of the 
Ogoni People (MOSOP) in Bori, one of the major towns in 


Ogoni land. He was taken to Port Harcourt, the stale capital, 
where an official of the British High Commission in Lagos 
was allowed to see him for 30 minutes Sunday. 

The Financial Times said Tuesday that Mr. Adams, who 
has been in Nigeria since 1993, was “on a reporting visit to 
the (Ogoni) region, where there have been protests against 
pollution by the oil industry, as well as demands that a 
greater share of oil revenue go to the local Ogoni people.” 

The rally at which he was arrested was broken up by 
police using teargas. It was the first public rally organised 
by the MOSOP since Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight colleagues 
were hanged on Nov. 1ft after their conviction of murder. 



Hundreds of journalists and wellwishers gather in front of the Paris apartment 
where the body of Francois Mitterrand lays in state (AFP photo) 

Bombs target 26 
buildings in Corsica 


AJACCIO, France (AFP) 
— A Corsican nationalist 
group carried out 26 bomb- 
ings and 11 attempted 
bombings overnight Mon- 
day, mainly aimed at public 
buildings symbolising the 
French state. 

The bombings, which 
caused light to moderate 
damage but no casualties, 
were the latest in a series by 
rival groups vying for the 
attention of the French gov- 
ernment ahead of political 
contacts with Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe and 
Interior Minister Jean- 
Louts Debre. 

The Resistenza organisa- 
tion claimed responsibility 
for the overnight attacks on 
the French-ruled Mediter- 
ranean island. 

Resistenza is the armed 
wing of one of two splinters 
of the banned Corsican 
National Liberation Front 
(FLNC). which broke into 
two in 1989. 

The explosions came as 
Mr. Juppe prepared to hold 
talks in Paris with elected 
representatives of Corsica 
where violence linked to 
rivalries within the nation- 
alist movement resulted in 
36 murders and at least one 
bomb blast a day last year. 


Mr. Debre has also said 
he plans to visit Corsica but 
no date has yet been set for 
the trip. 

In a communique 
Resistenza accused Paris of 
supporting “a discredited 
political class and institu- 
tions" and called on it “to 
accept a genuine politican 
solution in Corsica." 

The communique warned 
the government not to 
favour some nationalist 
groups in preference to oth- 
ers. It called for a national- 
ist “consensus" and warned 
that failing that, there 
would be, “civil war 
between Corsicans." 

Late Monday night, five 
powerful blasts shook the 
centre of Ajdccio. The tar- 
gets were tax offices and 
two banks. 

Another explosion later 
damaged the Air Inter 
Airline office while expens 
said they had defused sev- 
eral other bombs planted at 
a tax office and a branch of 
the France Telecom 
Telecommunications Au- 
thority. 

Leaflets carrying the 
warning “danger mines” 
traditionally used by 
Corsican bombers were 
found at the scene of the 


explosions. 

In southern Corsica, more 
banks and public buildings 
were targeted in Porticcio, 
Porto- Vecchio, Bonifacio, 
Propriano and Sanene. 

In the north of the island, 
a series of explosions took 
place in Bastia where secu- 
rity had been stepped up 
after four blasts on the 
island the previous night 

Seven explosions 

occurred in Bastia Monday 
night, also aimed at tax 
offices, banks and France 
telecom. 

Other bombs went off in 
Saint-Florent and 

Ghisonaccia. 

A previously unknown 
organisation, U Fronte 
Ribeliu, claimed Sunday 
night’s attacks, which tar- 
geted the state ferry compa- 
ny SNCM in Bastia and fle- 
Rousse in the north of the 
island and Porto Vecchio in 
the south. Tourist offices- 
were also badly damaged at 
Corte, in the centre. 

The military wing of the 
second, more radical 
branch of the FLNC. has 
also waged its own bomb- 
ing campaign, badly dam- 
aging public buildings in a 
series of 20 attacks in 
recent weeks. 





Former Premier Cavaco Silva (left) is hugged by a fisherman during his cam- 
paign visit to the fishing village of Peniche (AFP photo) 

Communist pulls out of 
Portugal’s presidential election 


LISBON (AFP) — 
Jeronimo de Sousa, the 
Communist Party candi- 
date in Sunday's presiden- 
tial election in Portugal, 
announced Monday he 
was pulling out of the 
race. 

instead, Mr. de Sousa 
said he was throwing his 
support behind Socialist 
hopeful Jorge Sumpaio, 
the former mayor of 
Lisbon. 

His withdrawal cuts to 
three the number of aspir- 
ing successors to outgoing 
President Mario Soares — 
Mr. Sumpaio, former lib- 
eral Prime Minister 
Anival Cavaco Silva and 


Alberto Martos. who 
leads a small far-left party. 

Mr. Martos is widely 
expected to also stand 
down in favour of Mr. 
Sampaio. Opinion polls 
suggest the ex-mayor of 
Lisbon would then beat 
Cavaco Silva in a head-on 
clash. 

Mr. de Sousa made his 
announcement flanked by 
fellow executive members 
of what many regard as 
Europe’s most orthodox 
Communist Party. 

He said he hoped his 
move would boost the 
chances of Cavaco Silva’s 
defeat and that Mr. 


Sampaio was a proven 
democrat who would be 
totally independent while 
respecting the constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Sampaio. former 
general secretary of the 
Socialist Party, was twice 
elected mayor of 
Portugal's capital with 
Communist backing. 

Mr. de Sousa's with- 
drawal, which is to be 
made official Tuesday by 
Portugal’s constitutional 
coun, came too late to 
change ballots, which 
have already been printed 
with his name and picture. 

Ballots marked in his 
favour Sunday will be 
declared null and void. 


Film Director John 
Woo to be 
honoured 


r 


SINGAPORE (AFP) 
Hong Kong film Director,, 
John Woo will receive an 
award for lifetime achieve- 
ment at a regional movie- 
industry convention here 1 
□ext month, the organisers 
have said The award pre- 
sentation will take place on 
the final night of the Jaa 
30-Feb. 1 Cineasia ‘96 

convention, said Jimmy 
Sunshine, managing direc- 
tor of the event, a major 
industry convention for the 
Asia-Pacific marketplace. 
Woo made his U.S .film 
debut in 1994 with “Hard 
Target.” He most recently 
directed the action thriller 
“Broken Arrow,” starring 
John Travolta and 
Christian Slater, due to be 
screened at Cineasia. The 
director with 26 films to his 
credit struck fame with his 
stylised gangster movies in 
the mid-1980s. His films 
include “Hard-Boiled," 
“The Killer," and "Bullet 
In The Head.” 

Diana pictured 
weeping after 
therapist visit 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana was pic- 
tured weeping Tuesday 
after being photographed 
following another visit to 
her London psychothera- 1 " 

pist The Daily Mirror cap- 
tured her sobbing on the 
short walk to her car from 
the home of eating disorder i - p 
therapist Susie Orbach. V.’l 1 
“She was leaning against 
her car.. .and weeping ' 
uncontrollably." said one 
of the photographers. “We 
could all hear her sobbing." 

The photographers said she 
composed herself after 
about a minute and drove 
away, her eyes shielded by 
sunglasses despite the hour . , . 
being after dark. Princess * \ Q 
Diana, who has admitted 
suffering in the past from • _ 
bulimia, has visited Dr. .. 
Orbach several times since * . . 
Queen Elizabeth asked her "■ ■ 
last month to agree to ' 
divorce husband Prince 
Charles. She met her 
lawyers last week but has • • 
made clear she will not be 
rushed into any decision, • 
although Charles has 
already agreed to the- idea. .■ 
Some media reports say 
she realises a divqroe from 
Prince Charles is now 
inevitable following their 
acrimonious separation in 
1992 but is holding out for 
agreement on a formal role 
for herself as a roving 
ambassador or “queen of 
hearts”. Both Buckingham y 
Palace and the government ' 
have discussed her request 
Princess Diana refers to Dr. ‘ 
Orbach. author of the best- - 
selling “Fat Is a Feminist 
Issue", as her “saviour’. ; 

She visited her on Boxing 
Day after spending 
Christmas Day alone, and 
again last week after 
returning from a solo holi- . 
day in the Caribbean. 
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Pakistan’s Clint 
Eastwood shot 
dead 

LAHORE. Pakistan (AFP) : 

— Pakistan’s Clint 
Eastwood, top movie star • 
Sultan Rahi, was shot dead •: • 
by two unidentified .-. 
assailants early Tuesday. ..." 
police said. Sultan Rahi, ; 

54, was near the town of . 
Gujranwala in Punjab . 
province, about 200 kilo- ' : . 
metres from Islamabad, ~‘- 
when assailants sprayed . 
him and a friend with bul- 
lets as they stopped t0 ' V 
change the wheel of their • 
car. The friend was injured, V . 
police said, adding that the \ 
motive of the attackers. ~ 
who fled, was not known. 

3 killed in 
firecracker blast 

HONG KONG (AFP) — A ./■ 
six-year-old child labourer -.y ~ 
was among three people , 
killed in an explosion at an : „ 
illegal firecracker factory : 
in the southern province o* !>.•• 
Guangdong, it was report"^.- 
ed Tuesday. At least 18 v. ’:, 
people were injured in the \ . 

blast, which flattened three y- ■ 
single-storey buildings in 
Maoming city Sunday* 5^“ 
the China-funded Ta Kung 
Poo daily. 
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Russian 
intelligence 
chief named 
foreign 
minister: 
report 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin appointed Yevgeny 
Primakov, currently head 
of the foreign intelligence 
service, as foreign minister 
Tuesday, Russian televi- 
sion reported, citing a pres- 
idential spokesman. 

The Kremlin would not 
confirm the report. ■ 

Primakov, 66, has experi- 
ence of tough negotiations, 
notably in the Middle East, 
where he was ex-Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev’s special envoy. 

Andrei Kozyrev resigned 
as foreign minister Friday. 

Mr. Kozyrev’s departure 
had, been expected for 
some time due to mounting 
pressure from Communist 
and hardline nationalist 
forces over his generally 
pro- Western policies. 

However, presidential 
spokesman Sergei Medve- 
dev said that “Western 
countries should not take 
the resignation of Andrei 
Kozyrev as foreign minis- 
ter as a threat and a sign of 
a change in Russia's for- 
eign policy." 


Chun, 
Roh 
stashed 
away 
more than 
$1.3 b 

SEOUL (AFP) — Former 
South Korean Presidents 
Chun Doo-Hwan and Roh 
Tae-Woo accumulated 
more than $1.3 billion 
while in power, prosecutors 
said Tuekiay, as they pro- 
vided details of Mr. Chun’s 
slush flundL 

“It has been confirmed 
that Chun stashed away 
more money than former 
President Roh Tae-Woo,” 
prosecutor Choi Hwan told 
reporters. 

Mr. Roh has admitted to 
accumulating $650 million 
during his tenure from 
1988 to 1993, of which 
about $580 million has so 
far been traced by investi- 
gators. 

The prosecutor gave no 
further details on how 
much of his slush fund Mr, 
Chun was still bolding, 
saying only that Ml Chun's 
remaining funds appeared 
to be smaller than Mr. 
Roh's, which are estimated 
at around $290 million. 

“Chun withdrew and 
spent more than his succes- 
sor during and after his 
presidency” from 1980 to 
1988, he said. 

“In terms of the size and 
mobilisation techniques of 
their slush funds, Chun 
appears to have been more 
adept than Rob,” be added. 

Mr. Chun, who will mm 
65 this month, was arrested 
on Dec. 3 on mutiny 
charges related to a 1979 
military coup following 
Mr. Roh's imprisonment in 
November on graft char- 
ges. 

Graft charges against Mr. 
Chun have yet to be filed, 
but prosecutors have ques- 
tioned Mr. Chun’s relatives 
and in-laws suspected of 
having helped the ex-presi- 
tieni launder his slush 
money. 

Mr., Chun’s elder brother, 
Chun Ki-Hwan, was ques- 
tioned Monday after inves- 
tigators uncovered $32 mil- 
lion worth of public bonds 
bought by Mr. Chun 
between March 1988 and 
January 1989. 

Prosecutors believe Mr. 
Chun had already cashed in 
all the bonds at securities 
firms and banks before 
being sent to Anyang 
prison last month. 


Tirade Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto (right), outgoing Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama (centre) and Finance Minister Masayoshi Takemura, party leaders, at 
the national Diet (AFP photo) 

Japan’s opposition denounces 
coalition’s power monopoly 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
main opposition New 
Frontier Party renewed calls 
for immediate general elec- 
tions Tuesday, criticising 
the ruling coalition for its 
monopoly of political 
power. 

‘'Delaying elections is an 
insult to the people,” New 
Frontier Party President 
Ichiro Ozawa told a party 
meeting, adding that the 
coalition should dissolve 
the lower house this month 
to prepare for snap polls in 
February. 

His comments came a day 
after the ruling coalition 
chose Trade and Industry 
Minister Rvutaro 

Hashimoto to succeed 
Tomiichi Murayama as 
prime minister. 

Mr. Hashimoto is expect- 
ed to be installed at an 
extraordinary Diet session 
Thursday and will be 
Japan's third prime minister 
elected without general 
elections since reformist 
Premier Morihiro 

Hosokawa took office after 


the 1993 vote. 

The New Frontier Party 
has also threatened to have 
its members resign en 
masse unless .the lower 
house is dissolved swiftly, 
but the move may be can- 
celled as the party is divided 
over this issue, party offi- 
cials said. 

“I heard there is a talk 
about the move,” said the 
aide to Takashi Yonezawa. 
secretary general of New 
Frontier Party. “But 
whether we actually go 
ahead and do so is still 
undecided.” 

In a bid to seek an early 
dissolution of the lower 
house, Mr. Ozawa Monday 
suggested he and Mr. 
Hashimoto meet before the 
extraordinary session. 

However. Mr. Hashimoto 
turned down the idea and 
instead suggested the extra- 
ordinary session be pro- 
ceeded by a meeting 
between each party’s parlia- 
ment affairs committee 
chairmen, officials said. 

The house of representa- 


tives’ term ends in July 
1997, but Tuesday, chief 
cabinet Secretary Koken 
Nosaka hinted that a gener- 
al election might be held 
around September. 

The New Frontier Party 
has 170 seats among the 51 1 
of the house of representa- 
tives against the nearly 300 
held by the three ruling par- 
ties — Mr. Hashimoto’s 
Liberal Democratic Party. 
Mr. MuTayama’s Social 
Democratic Party and new 
party Sakigake. 

Meanwhile, the ruling 
coalition continued its dis- 
cussion over the lineup of a 
new cabinet led by Mr. 
Hashimoto. “I have not 
sorted out my ideas on a 
new cabinet yet," Mr. 
Hashimoto told reporters. 

Mr. Hashimoto is expect- 
ed to name his new cabinet 
ministers Thursday when 
Mr. Murayama’s cabinet 
formally steps down. 

Wataru Kubo, secretary 
general of the SDP, is 
expected to join the cabinet 
as deputy prime minister. 
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A Brooklyn resident attempts to ski along the promenade against a backdrop of 
lower Manhattan, New York (AFP photo) 

U.S. cities start digging 
out of knee-deep snow 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. cities along foe east 
coast prepared for a massive 
cleanup Tuesday to dig out 
of knee-deep snow left by- 
foe worst blizzard in 
decades, as government 
offices here stayed closed 
for two consecutive days. 

The snowstorm that began 
late Saturday forced author- 
ities in eight U.S. states to 
declare states of emergency, 
stranded commuters, dis- 
rupted trade markets and 
claimed the lives of 40 peo- 
ple. mostly in road acci- 
dents. 

In foe hard-hit region — 
as large as France, Germany 
and Poland combined — all 
major airports were shut 
down including those in 
New York. Washington, 
Philadelphia and Boston. 

With an unaccustomed 45 
centimetres of snow on the 
ground in Washington, foe 
office of personnel manage- 
ment ordered the federal 
government to remain 
closed Tuesday. 

Some 280,000 federal 
workers were to have 
returned to work Monday 
for foe first lime since Dec. 


16. They had been fur- 
loughed because of a budget 
dispute between Congress 
and the White House — and 
foe weather extended thai 
shutdown two additional 
days for foe Washington 
area. 

“No place to land, no 
place to drive and even no 
place to walk,” said one 
unhappy commuier in 
Washington, where some 
zealots cross-country skied 
to work. 

Further nonh. in New 
York city. Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani said there were no 
immediate plans to lift foe 
state of emergency and that 
foe three international air- 
ports serving the metropolis 
would remain closed 
through Tuesday. 

"Anyone who thinks that 
this storm Is over is making 
a very, very big mistake,” 
Mr. Giuliani told a news 
conference attended by 
New York city officials who 
had traded in their business 
suits for ski suits. 

The New York Stock 
Exchange and other finan- 
cial markets opened late and 
shut early. Schools in New 


York city were closed 
Monday for the first time 
since 1978. 

From New York to 
Georgia, public works 
departments were scram- 
bling to get urban life back 
on track but foe cleanup 
from what came to be 
known as “the blizzard of 
1996” proved to be a major 
undertaking. 

The head of New York 
city's Sanitation Depart- 
ment. John Doherty, 
acknowledged that the snow 
had been falling too fast for 
snow plows to keep up. 

Planes, buses and trains 
were halted along most of 
the eastern seaboard. 

In Boston, weather reports 
said the snowfall for 
Monday alone exceeded the 
amount received in the 
Massachusetts capital dur- 
ing the entire previous win- 
ter. 

In Pueno Rico, at least 
2,500 U.S. holidaymakers 
were stranded at ’foe San 
Juan International Airport 
after all flights bound for 
the northeastern United 
S Lutes were cancelled 



British foreign 
arrives in Beijing 


BEUING (AFP) — British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifidnd arrived here 
Tuesday, voicing optimism 
for his upcoming talks with 
Chinese leaders on foe han- 
dover of Hong Kong in 
1997. 

Stressing that China and 
Britain shared a common 
interest in Hong Kong's 
future, Mr. Rifkind said it 
followed that “we can have 
very viable talks on how 
confidence in Hong Kong 
can best be retained." 

However, he added a 
□umber of issues remained 
unresolved, especially 
Beijing's commitment to 
dissolving Hong Kong’s 
Legislative Council (Legco) 
after the takeover, which 


Ml Rifkind indicated 
would have damaging con- 
sequences. 

“We vary much hope that 
the Chinese government 
will wish to see the continu- 
ation of institutions which 
enjoy the support of the 
people of Hong Kong,” the 
foreign secretary said. 

China should appreciate 
“that alterations or changes 
will bring into question the 
realisation of that objec- 
tive,” he added. 

China vowed to dissolve 
Legco in retaliation for 
Hong Kong Govemer Chris 
Patten’s decision to push 
ahead with political reforms 
that led in September to the 
first direct elections to the 
legislature in 150 years of 


British colonial rule. 

Mr. Rifkind, on the first 
visit to China by a British 
foreign secretary since 
1993, arrived from Hong 
Kong where he had stated 
that there was “no good rea- 
son” why China should 
abolish Legco. 

He was due to meet later 
Tuesday with his Chinese 
counterpart Qian Qichen for 
talks which are sure to be 
dominated by the Hong 
Kong issue. He is also 
scheduled to meet Premier 
Li Peng Wednesday and 
President Jiang Zemin the 
day after. 

Mr. Rifidnd said be was 
looking forward to his 
meeting with Ml Qian, 
when he hoped to build on 


the “excellent” talks the two 
men held in London in 
October. 

He also dismissed as 
“very hypothetical” foe pos- 
sibility of London taldng 
Beijing to an international 
court over the Legco issue. 

“We are working on the 
basis that there will be a 
successful transition" based 
on bilateral agreements 
signed by both countries, 
Mr. Rifkind said, adding: “I 
have no reason to believe 
that will not be foe case ” 

The foreign secretary has 
said he will raise human 
rights issues during his 
visit, including reports 
about abuse and neglect in 
China’s state-run orphan- 
ages. 


Two ruling party men shot dead in 
Karachi, official killed in Punjab 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Ethnic and sectarian vio- 
lence continued in Pakistan 
Tuesday with the murder of 
two ruling Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) offi- 
cials and the slaying of the 
head of the excise depart- 
ment in the Punjab. 

Unidentified gunmen 
abducted three PPP officials 
from their homes in Karachi 
before taking them to a 
nearby park where they 
were shot, officials said. 

Two of the three, all 
junior-level city leaders of 
foe PPP headed by Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, 


died but one, Mohammed 
Sultan, survived with a 
wound to the jaw. 

The motive behind the 
attack, which took place in 
the city’s troubled central 
district, was not yet known. 

Tuesday’s killings take the 
death toll for the month to 
54. 

Last year, nearly 1,800 
people died in Karachi’s 
political violence. The gov- 
enfinent bolds the ethnic 
Mohajir Qaumi Movement 
(MQM) responsible for foe 
unrest 

The MQM denies the 
charge and says the vio- 


lence stems from foe gov- 
ernment’s “racist and anti- 
Mohajir” policies. The 
MQM represents Urdu- 
speaking migrants from 
India who came here after 
the partition of the subconti- 
nent in 1947. 

Several government 
buildings have been targets 
of violence and more than 
200 security personnel 
killed last year. Members of 
foe PPP have also been 
killed. The MQM denies its 
involvement in the attacks. 

Dozens of MQM activists 
have also been killed in 
Karachi’s endemic vio- 


lence. 

In foe other slaying Sajjad 
Gilani, head of the excise 
department in Punjab 
province, was on his way to 
work in his official car 
when two unidentified men 
riding a motorbike opened 
fire on the vehicle. 

Police sources said they 
suspect a sectarian motive 
behind the killing of Gilani, 
who was a Shiite Muslim. 
Sectarian killings blamed 
on religious militants are 
commonplace in Pakistan, 
which has a Sunni Muslim 
majority. 


Crash death toll at 260 as aviation 
corruption allegations mount 


KINSHASA (agencies) — 
The rfgath toll from Zaire’s 
worst air disaster rose to 
260 Tuesday amid mount- 
ing allegations that compla- 
cency and corruption are 
rife in the African country’s 
civil aviation industry. 

Medical and aid workers 
revised upwards the number 
of dead, from Monday's 
accident, in which a cargo 
plane ploughed into a 
crowded market in the 
Zairean capital, but the 
number of injured remained 
unknown. Previous esti- 
mates put foe death toll at 
250. 

But as International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) teams prepared 
tours of hospitals and clin- 
ics to draw up a final toll, a 
picture of overloaded 
planes, illegal flights and 
ancient aircraft, all of which 
are dangerously undermin- 
ing Zaire's aviation indus- 
try, emerged from corrobo- 
rating sources. 

The Russian-built 

Antonov AN-32 failed to 
gain altitude as it was trying 
to lake off from Ndolo 
Airport, a small airport near 
foe centre of Kinshasa used 
for domestic flights. 

Instead it cut a devastating 
path into the vast open-air 
Simbazikita Market, situat- 
ed at the end of the runway, 
engulfing it in flames. Most 
of the dead were not on the 
plane but at the market. 

Authoritative but unoffi- 
cial sources said foe plane 
was' making a secretive 
flight to Angola, deemed 
“sensitive” because of that 
southwest African country’s 
ban on planes from Zaire 
entering its airspace. 

Luanda has for years' sus- 
pected Kinshasa of running 
weapons into Angola to 
support foe former rebel 
army of the Union for the 


Total Independence of 
Angola (UNTTA) led by 
Jonas SavimbL 

Such aircraft are usually 
in a poor state and are often 
manned by suspect crews. 

“Here you can buy any- 
thing — you can get a 
pilot's licence just as easily 
as a driving licence,” one 
qualified pilot said. 

Other pilots working for 
licensed airlines in Zaire 
have said some -crew are 
paid “bonuses” to take off 
while overloaded, or for 
making “sensitive” flights 
to Angola. 

According to informed 
bat unconfirmed sources, 
foe four-strong Russian 
crew manning the crashed 
plane escaped foe carnage 
unhurt but then fled to avoid 
foe retribution from a crowd 
that gathered at the market 
Other sources said they 
were arrested. 

The Zairean press jumped 
Tuesday to criticise the cor- 
ruption endemic in the 
country's civil aviatioa 
industry, and other public 
sectors, with one opposition 
newspaper denouncing foe 
“airborne mafiosi who rely 
on malleable and corrupt- 
ible leaders”. 

“Our country has never 
paid much attention to regu- 
lations, whatever they are 
and whatever field they may 
apply to,” another daily 
said. 

After the crash, the gover- 
nor of Kinshasa, Mungul 
Diaka, called on authorities 
to accept responsibility for 
foe accident and implement 
guidelines to regulate air 
transport and travel. 

Aid agencies meanwhile 
are pitching in to help foe 
injured, with foe ICRC and 
Belgian arm of Medecins 
Sans Frontieres 1 (MSF) 

sending medical supplies to 
the Mama-Yemo Hospital, 


where foe injured were 
taken Monday. 

Zaire radio denounced 
scenes of looting which 
broke out at the market in 
the wake of die crash. 

“People rushed to the 
scene not to help foe 
injured, hot to loot their 
bodies and the goods at the 
market,” a commentator 
said. 

The Zairean government, 
for its part, ordered an 
inquiry into foe accident 
and declared three days of 
mourning. It also closed 
Ndolo Airport and banned 
cargo flights nntil further 
notice. 

But analysts said foe mea- 
sures would not be enough 
to root out endemic corrup- 
tion. 

“Once more, it is clear 
that (strict regulations) must 
be implemented,” one busi- 
nessmen working legally in 
foe aviation industry said. 
“If not’ the mismanagement 
will continue and easy 
money will continue to be 
made.” 

“You can make huge 
amounts of money very 
quickly here,” he said “But 
it is becoming dirtier and 
dirtier” . 

Meanwhile a judicial 
inquiry swung into action 
Tuesday to establish foe 
cause of foe disaster. 

Four Russian crew mem- 
bers miraculously escaped 
foe crash itself and foe 
vengeance of an angry mob 
that trailed them to a city 
clinic. Two other crew 
members — a Ukrainian 
and a Zairean remained 
missing, Zaire’s slate prose- 
cutor said. 

“A judicial inquiry has 
been started to establish 
who is responsible, "prose- 
cutor Mukenge Bisumbule 
told Reuters, adding that a 
preliminary report was 


expected later Tuesday. 

The government ordered 
all cargo planes registered 
in Zaire grounded until they 
pass compulsory technical 
tests. 

Cargo flights to Angola 
had also been banned. 
Information Minister. 
Phillipe Masegabio Nzanzu 
announced on television. 

Monday’s midday crash 
of the plane belonging to a 
private Zairean firm, 
African Air, recalled the 
death of 141 people when 
another Zairean plane came 
down in Angola ' in 
December. 

‘The aircraft tried to take 
off but it only got a few 
metres off foe ground, then 
it disappeared and there was 
an explosion,” said Gothic 
Mukoka, who was at the air- 
port when the plane took 
off. A Zairean air force 
colonel who was also there 
said the aircraft appeared to 
be overloaded and unable to 
gain altitude. 

“The crew have been kept 
for their own safety. Crowds 
gathered outside foe clinic 
where they were being 
treated The crowds tried to 
break in to avenge the 
deaths,” Mr. Mukenge said. 

The doctor who treated 
three of the four Russians 
said they suffered only 
minor injuries. A Reuters 
correspondent saw the 
Russians at the police sta- 
tion looking tired but welL ' 

The road network in Zaire 
has broken down along with 
the economy, which is in a 
shambles following years of 
neglect, corruption and mis- 
management 

Private airline companies 
have mushroomed as the 
most viable means of trans- 
portation in the vasL central 
African country. 


Arzu confirmed winner in Guatemala’s presidential race 


GUATEMALA CITY 
(AFP) — Rightist business- 
man Alvaro Arzu Monday 
was officially declared the 
victor in the presidential 
run-off that pitted him 
against another conserva- 
tive Sunday. 

The 49-year-old leader of 
the National Vanguard Party 
(PAN) defeated his rival 
Alfonso Portillo of the 
right-wing Guatemalan 


Republican Front (FRG) by 
a tally of 51 per cent to 49 
per cent, according to the 
supreme election tribunal. 

. Mr. Portillo conceded 
defeat, saying “our role will 
be that of a constructive 
opposition” but said the 
vote showed how far the 
FRG had come in a short 
time “and with the system 
against it” 

In bis first remarks since 


his victory was confirmed, 
Mr. Arzu said that he hoped 
to reach a peace agreement 
with the rebel Guatemalan 
National Revolutionary 
Unity within seven months 
to end a three-decade civil 
war. 

“It is a real challenge but 
also an opportunity for all 
Guatemalans” he said, 
adding that he did not antic- 
ipate any pressure from the 


46,000-strong military. 

“The army will have 
space that the constitu 
gives it and not an i 
more." he said. 

Analysts have said 
vote essentially amoui 
to a referendum on 
Portillo's political met 
ex-military ruler Gen 
Efrain Rios Mona. V 
turnout was low as prec 
ed. 
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Investing in peace 


THE MILITARY assistance package 
which the United States offered to the 
Kingdom this week will definitely contri- 
bute to the modernisation of the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces. But it certainly falls 
short of meeting the fill! defence require- 
ments of the Kingdom and must be 
followed by other packages in order to 
render the Armed Forces more capable of 
shouldering . their responsibilities in the 
peace era. An investment in the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces is an investment in 
the stability of the region. As Jordan has 
traditionally been a force for moderation 
in the Middle East, its armed forces have 
always been a force for security and 
stability in the area. ’ 

As His Majesty King Hussein said 
during his joint press conference with 
U.S. Secretary of Defence William Perry, 
the Jordanian Armed Forces are a shield 
:for democracy, freedom and h uman 
rights in Jordan and In the area. Not only 
has the Jordanian army played a leading 
role in training other professional armies 
in the Middle East, its duties have ex- 
panded to include peacekeeping missions 
in various parts of the world. And the 
performance of the Jordanian troops in 
all these fields of operations have received 
the praise of all those who worked with 
them. 

But in order for the army to maintain 
its level of professionalism and battle field 
readiness, it needs to be equipped by the 
best of what new defence technology can 
offer. Obviously, Jordan, with its limited 
resources, cannot foot the bill of provid- 
ing its army with the modern weaponry 
that it needs. It is therefore the duty of 
others who share Jordan its ideals of 
democracy, pluralism and regional secur- 
ity to help share the cost 

The Middle East is entering into a new 
era of peace. But this peace will need to 
be protected by those who are most 
committed to it, most capable of doing 
the job. The Jordanian army can only 
play a leading role in protecting peace 
against any attempts to foil it. And it is 
the duty of those who have worked so 
hard for the cause of peace in the Middle 
East to invest in protecting it. The United 
States in particular should realise that 
investing in Jordan and its army can only 
help protect the U.S. interests as well as 
those of all forces of peace and stability in 
the region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in AJ Dustour commented on the Israeli Syrian 
talks in Washington by saying that the Syrians who have 
made their point clear since the very start, were not 
expected to dhange their demand for a complete withdraw- 
al for a complete peace. Mohammad Kawash said the 
Israeli government which is keen on clinching a peace 
tieaty with Damascus before the Israeli parliamentary 
elections, have no alternative but to accept the Syrian 
legitimate and logical demand and take speedy steps 
towards a settlement. It should be emphasised that the 
Syrians have remained committed to their earlier pledge 
made at the Madrid conference of achieving a full peace 
provided that Israel withdraw all its forces from all the 
occupied Syrian heights. The fact that the Syrians are in 
Washington is sufficient evidence that they will honour this 
commitment. If the Washington talks are being impeded 
and encounter difficulties, the only explanation is that the 
Israeli side is procrastinating and delaying the signing of an 
agreement . If the Peres government is keen on winning the 
coming elections, they ought to be brave enough and seize 
the peace opportunity with the Syrians in order to secure 
the aspired peace which in turn will win them the coming 
elections, the writer said. 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i daily called on the government to 
reconsider an earlier decision of giving license to individual 
farmers and other people to utilise artesian wells. Sultan A1 
Hattab said in view of the scarcity of the water resources in 
Jordan, the state should have the sole authority of utilising 
these wells to satisfy domestic, agricultural and industrial 
needs. No person should be given certain privileges at the 
expense of the nation no matter how influential he is, 
because national interests rise above all individual interests 
and other considerations. He called on the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation to refrain from giving any more 
licenses to individuals to drill any artesian wells which in 
view of past experiences, have been used to irrigate private 
firms that require a great deal of water. 


U.S. government comes back, campaign year begins 


By David Briscoe 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
federal government was 
reopening across America 
this week and U.S. embas- 
sies around the world pre- 
pared to issue visas for the 
first time in three weeks. 
But tftfc political battle that 
caused' a partial govern- 
ment -shutdown was not 
over. 


Presidential politics, 
overshadowed by the so- 
called budget battle, prom- 
ised to dominate the next 
few weeks. Ten prominent 
candidates for the Republi- 
can nomination, led by sen- 
ate majority leader Bob 
Dole, headed into early 
state caucuses and primar- 
ies that will pick or influ- 
ence delegates to their Au- 
gust nomination conven- 
tion. 


The shutdown, lifted Fri- 
day night in a compromise 
that opens some offices but 


still leaves most without 
funding, diverted attention 
away from the Republican 
presidential contest at a 
crucial point in the cam- 
paign. 

Although the hardest im- 
pact of the 21-day shutdown 
was felt by government 
workers and tourists in 
Washington, people and 
private business across the 
country and visa applicants 
abroad also were feeling the 
pain and inconvenience. 

Anger was focused on 
both Congress and on Presi- 
dent Clinton, but polls 
showed most of the blame 
for the demise of govern- 
ment services fell on the 
Republican-controlled' 
Congress. 

The shutdown's impact 
on presidential politics was 
unclear, but Mr. Dole had 
the possible advantage of 
intense national exposure 
during a time when the 
give-and-take of candidate 
debates might otherwise 
have garnered attention. 


Already far ahead of the 
pack in funding and in 
polls. Mr. Dole emerged 
from the latest rounds in 
the budget battle with the 
image of an effective com- 
promiser and a political 
moderate. As a consequ- 
ence, however, he ran die 
danger of alienating party 
conservatives. 

The dispute has Republi- 
cans trying to get Mr. Clin- 
ton to agree to a plan that 
would cut taxes ana balance 
federal spending and in- 
come within seven yeare, 
based on Congressional cal- 
culations. Mr. Clinton has 
his own figures and says he 
won't approve any plan, 
that would hinder future 
medical or social services. 

Despite the intensity of 
the debate and the aura of 
crisis in Washington caused 
by the shutdown, actual 
balancing of the budget and 
the future of such program- 
mes, however, would de- 
pend on the actions of fu- 
ture congresses and presi- 


dents. 

The partial government 
shutdown was prompted by 
refusal of both sides to 
agree on current spending 
measures that fund the 
federal government. 

Late Friday, Congress 
approved temporary mea- 
sures to put government 
workers back on the job, 
pay them fully for their 
nonworking days and fund 
some but not all govern- 
ment offices. r 

Although the general - 
election is 10 months away. ' 
the first Republican politic- 
al caucus, in Louisiana, is 
Feb. 6, followed rapidly by 
a caucus in Iowa and pri- 
maries in five states before 
the end of the month. Some 
states hold party meetings 
or caucuses to select dele- 
gates to the convention and 
others do it with primary 
elections or other means. 

If any candidate is to 
overtake front-runner Mr. 
Dole, it would require 
‘strong showings in the early 


political events, which 
shape headlines around the 
country and can spark or 
halt a campaign. 


Mr. Dole, allied with the 
White House in trying to 
reopen the government, at 
first angered many House 
Republicans when he 
pushed through a Senate 
measure to put federal 
workers back on the job. 

But by week's end. they 
were marching with House ' 
Speaker Newt Gingrich in 
support of a temporary me- 
asure that had much the 
same immediate effect. It 
runs out Jan. 26, when yet 
another shutdown could 
loom. 

The next challenge for 
Republicans, short of a 
compromise with Mr. Clin- 
ton, is to convince their 
constituents that sending 
government employees 
back to those offices that 
had to funding was any bet- 
ter than keeping them 
home. 



Arafat’s murky path to poll victory 


By Derek Brown 


THE PALESTINIAN elec- 
tions on Jan. 20 will be won 
by Yasser Arafat and bis 
Fatah movement. That 
much is dear. The rest is 
murky. 

The election is unpre- 
cedented. Never before 
have Palestinians been 
asked to vote lor a govern- 
ment. It is not a national 
election, in the sense that 
more than half the Palesti- 
nians in the worfd — those 
living in Israel and those 
scattered round the Middle 
East — will not be taking 
part. 

But for the 2 million or 
so in the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and -the Gaza 
Strip, democracy is com- 
ing. But it is a weird kind of 
democracy. With just less 
than two weeks to polling 
day, confusion abounds. 
Electoral district bound- 
aries are fluid, the number 
■of registered voters is dis- 
puted, even the size of the 
new legislative council 
keeps changing. 

In the beginning, there 
were to be two elections: 
one for an 82-member 
coundl. and one for a 
Ra'ees, an Arabic word 
which conveniently means 
chairman or president. 

Mr. Arafat, who likes to. 
be called president, and the 
Israeli government, which 
prefers the word chairman, 
have since agreed to add a 
seat for the West Bank's 
300-strong Samaritan com- 
munity, and five more to 
redress demographic imba- 
lances. Mr. Arafat, who 
will certainly be the new 
Rae’es, will have a seat in 
the cor .al, bringing it up 
to 89. 

This is one example of 
how the election process. 


explicitly laid down in the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation agreement of 
Sept. 28 has been tinkered 
with ever since. In fact, 
preparations for the histor- 
ic poll have been under way 
for more than two yean, 
subsidised by the European 
Union to the tune of sever- 
al million pounds. 


• An election commission, 
based in the self-rule en- 
clave of Jericho and 
chaired by Fatah loyalist 
Saeb Erakat, painstakingly 
drew up procedures and 
training schedules and a 
choice of voting systems. 
When the green light was 
finally given for registra- 
tion of voters, the system 
seemd to work beautifully. 

Thousands of school- 
teachers. canvassing door 
to door, collected nearly a 
million names: an esti- 
mated 90 per cent of eligi- 
ble adult Palestinians. 

But even as the adminis- 
trative machine rolled. It 
was overtaken by the pecu- 
liarly Palestinian political 
process. A draft election 
law was published, causing 
instant and widespread dis- 
may. Instead of a single- 
constituency list system, 
which many argued would 
produce proportional rep- 
resentation and encourage 
the electorate to think in 
national terms, the lead- 
ership opted for 16 multi- 
member constituencies, the 
representatives to be 
elected on a first-past-the- 
post basis. 

Opponents of the choice 
pleaded in vain that it 
would encourage clan- 
based voting in a society in 
which family considera- 
tions have always out- 
weighed ideological ones. 
After nearly six weeks of 
delay, Mr. Arafat signed 


the election law as it stood. 

His next piece of master- 
ly procrastination was in 
appointing a new election 
commission, to replace the 
preparatory body headed 
by Mr. Erakat, a Fatah 
candidate for the coundl. 

According to the rules, 
the new commission was to 
be neutral and would have 
complete charge of voter 
registration, nomination of 
candidates, appeals proce- 
dures tire campaign and 
polling. 

Mr. Arafat, who had 
already telescoped the en- 
tire process by decreeing 
elections on Jan. 20, before 
the Muslim fasting month 
of Ramadan, chose 
Mahmoud Abbas, in the 
inner drcle of PLO chiefs, 
as the new commission 
head. 

Mr. Abbas rose to the 
challenge without trace. 
Nearly two weeks after his 
appointment on Dec. 21, 
be had still not found time 
to meet Carl Lidbom, the 
increasingly exasperated 
head of the formidable EU 
observer team. 

In the interval, decrees 
and orders were whizzing 
out of Mr. Arafat's Gaza 
headquarters, increasing 
the size of the coundl, ex- 
tending the registration 
period, altering the 
nomination procedures. 

The date for campaign- 
ing to begin, originally set 
for December 30, was 
abruptly put back. 

* Finally, the election com- 
mission announced to the 
media on Jan. 2 that the 
campaign could start right 
away. The candidates 
heard about it from the 
press. 

In a land where elections 
have never happened, 
effectively ruled by a man 


long notorious for his in- 
ability to delegate, it was 
always reasonably to ex- 
pect a degree of muddle. 
But with the campaign 
under way, there is some- 
thing more unpleasant in 
the electoral air. 

The poll for Ra’ees is a 
foregone conclusion Mr. 


Arafat is being opposed by 
Khalil, aged 72.- 


Samiba 
She is a 


spected campaigner for 


well enough re- 
npaigner 
women and a forthright cri- 
tic of the peace accords 
with Israel, as are most 
Palestinians. Nevertheless, 
her chances of success are 
negligible. 

The race for the coundl 
is also sited irrevocably in 
favour of Fatah and the 
other PLO loyalist factions. 
The main opposition move- 
ments, Islamist and secu- 
lar, are boycotting the poll. 
The smaller parties are 
barely organised. 

There is a drove of inde- 
pendent candidates, includ- 
ing scores of disgruntled 
Fatah members who failed 
to get on theparty ticket, or 
were removed from it by 
Mr. Arafat Peace Watch, 
the Israeli monitoring 
group, said this week it had 
been told by some indepen- 
dent candidates that they 
had come under “heavy 
pressure" to withdraw, and 
some had done so. 

Peace Watch also re- 
ported that it had been 
unable to get population 
figures for the 16 consti- 
tuencies. (The number of 
members per constituency 
was originally to be linked 
to the number of registered 
voters. That has been 
changed to the size of 
population). The group 
was told that the figures 
were unavailable, because 
electoral district bound- 
aries had been changed. 


“In addition to being un- 
sound practice to change 
electoral district bound- 
aries less than three weeks 
before election day, the 
danger exists that district 
boundaries could be man- 
ipulated in ways that could 
affect some of the races," 
Peace Watch said. 

Some of the better 
known independents, such 
as Hanan Ashrawi, the for- 
mer Palestinian spokes- 
woman, stand an excellent 
chance of election, as do a 
handful of candidates 
associated with the main 
Islamist movement, 
Hamas. But most are likely 
to be trampled in the rush 
of the big battalions. 

In all, more than 700 
candidates are standing, a 
healthy indicator of demo- 
cratic enthusiasm, and also 
a nice little earner for the 
Palestinian Authority. 
Each has had to pay a 
deposit of $1,000 (£666) 
refundable only to victors. 

Palestinian television, 
which has piously promised 
to give every candidate two 
minutes, has yet to offer 
more than a daily court 
circular of what Mr. Arafat 
says and does. The media 
monitoring group. Repor- 
ters Sans Fronteirs, found 
that in the 10 days to Dec. 
25, Fatah was given more 
than 71 minutes of televi- 
sion coverage. Only one 
other small party was given 
speaking time 17 seconds.' 

In the coming days, the 
Palestinian territories will 
be awash with foreign 
observers — an estimated 
1 .500 from at least 14 coun- 
tries. in addition to the 200 
or so EU monitors already 
there. Every detail will be 
scrutinised. Only the result 
is likely to be free of any 
doubt. 


The Guardian 


LETTERS 


Amman should not become a ‘ faceless city’ 


To the Editor: 


A FEW days ago. 1 noticed in an advertise- 
ment in our newspapers announcing an open- 
ing of a new branch of u major hank^ in a street 
called "Ouraish." Underneath, and in small 
parentheses it sated the former “Saqf El Sayl" 
street. This took me by surprise. Why would 
one of the oldest street names of Amman be 
changed? Saqf El Sayl is an area that is 
reminiscent of the earliest history of Amman. 
Its meaning "the ceiling of the stream" 
reflects a time when Amman had water* 
running through it and a point where probably 
the water was at its highest levels. In fact, the 
few written documentation about Amman 
during the thirties and the tonics describe 
Saqf El Sayl as a place with not only water and 
vegetation but also of wildlife l see memoirs of 
Abdul Rahman Munif). Indeed, the earliest 
settlements of Amman at the turn of this 
century were ot Circassian farmer* around the 
exact area of Saqf El Sayl. 

1 hclong to a generation who is a true 
Ammanite. In the current era of unpre- 
cedented growth and modernisation. 1 see 
mvself searching For the true character and 
hiMon ot the city. I icalh do mu understand 


why landmarks that are reminiscent of our 
unique and varied history should be wiped out 
by street names that are unrelated to our 
collective memory. Why. for example, is 
Mutran Street, which is named after one of 
the earliest boys schools established in the 
I92(ls and that graduated present day Jorda- 
nian leaders he called Omar Ben Khaitah? 
Why is Rainbow Street, named after one of 
the first cinemas and the first Western-style 
supermarket he changed., to Abu Bakr El 
Siddiq? Why would Ha ret El Masarweh. 
named after a group of Egyptians who settled 
in Amman early this century, he changed to 
Khirfan Street? Why do streets named after 
prominent Jordanian families like Asfour 
Street and Mango Street not remain so? 

Street names inspired hy mir Muslim and 
Arab heritage are. of course, meaningful. Bui 
these can he used for the new streets and 
neighbourhoods that are a characteristic of 
the current urban sprawl of Amman today. It 
is not necessary to change already established 
and commonly used names. 

There is a certain nostalgia about a street 
name like Saqf El Sayl that is impuriaiu to 
maintain so that Amman does not become a 
faceless city. I want such testimonies that 


reflect my city preserved in order to keep my 
identity preserved. 


Mary Kawar 

Amman 


No honour in crime 

To the Editor: 


hAST V\ EEls. you published a storv about u 
man who received a six month prison sentence 
for killing his sister. The light sentence was 
justified because it was a "crime of honour." 
Therefore. 1 was not surprised to read on Jan.' 
f>.ihout a man who stabbed bis sister to death. 
In fact, if one can get away with such a liuhr 
sentence, n wouldn't surprise me to see such 
siones reportedly. 

Frankly, there is no honour in crime, and 
any system that can justify this needs m he. 
reexamined. 1 believe the women's uroups 
should protest such rulings and take action (.» 
amend any law which justifies crime aeainst 
women as honour crimes. 


Marvin M. Alalia 

Amman 



The traffic 
light 
shuffle 



a* 


i' 


JORDAN, AS we are often 
told, is a land of great cul- 
tural wealth and diversity. 
Indeed, it is amazing bow 
so small a territory con- 
trived to produce such a 
wide variety of cultural 
output 

Take, for instance, the 
folkloric dances to which 
we are treated whenever 
Jordan television miscalcu- 
lates the length of pro- 
grammes: One day we see 
Jordanians of the north 
having a good time, in their 
inimitable style, by form- 
ing a circle and jumping up 
and down while stamping 
their feet on the ground to 
the accompaniment of 
music. The following day, 
or perhaps later in the same 
evening, the bill of fare for 
our delectation consists ofl 
Jordanians of the centre or 
south, living it up in their 
unique tradition, by form- 
ing a a circle and jumping 
up and down while stamp- 
ing their feet on the ground 
to the accompaniment of] 
music, and so on and so 
forth. 

Despite this pride in, and 
diligent work to preserve 
our nobie cultural heritage, 
there is a dance in which 
Jordanians frequently 
indulge, that has not 
received its due recogni- 
tion, let alone its place of) 
prominence in our folkloric 
patrimony that it richly 
deserves, even though this 
dance is just as sponta- 
neous and entertaining, as 
it is widely enjoyed and! 
expressive: The traffic 


dance starts when 
motorists line up at a red 
traffic light, waiting for it 
to turn green. All motorists 
approach the traffic light, 
with one thought on their 
mind: Proximity to the 

front line, regardless of the 
direction which they want 
to take afterwards. Those 
that arrive first, ay to occu- 
py the maximum space, in 
order to block others from 
first rank. They do not 
quite go as far as to place 
their car horizontally 
across the street, but the 
second best thing. Those 
that come next, unwilling 
to be deprived of their 
rightful place in the fore- 
front, stan zigzagging from 
hundred metres back, in 
the double objective of 
capturing the front most 
spot, and blocking the line 
of advance of others yet to 
come. Once they are at a 
standstill, the tines are 
drawn, conversation 

drowns to a hush, and 
everybody waits, in eager 
anticipation for the fun to 
stan. 

All motorists review the 
situation, and prepare their, 
strategy. The driver in the 
far right lane wants to turn 
into the street on the left, 
the one in the left most lane 
wants to turn right, while 
those in the second row 
want the front line to disap- 
pear. and behave as though 
it has. On the first hint of| 
the light turning green 
everybody springs to 
action with remarkable 
energy and vitality. A live- 
ly dance ensues where cars 
push and josile, approach 
each other and retreat, and 
ciiumnavigate one another, 
all to the musical accompa- 
niment of blaring horns 
providing the base. j?olice- 
men's whistles soaring in 
the soprano range, and the 
motorists' expletives flow- 
ing freely in between. 

Such creativity should 
not go unrecognised Art 
overs in Jordan should 
draft and sign a petition to 
the Ministry of Culturfit 
demanding that the traffic 
ighi shuffle should receive 
adequate TV time, and be 
included in the activities ofj 
the Jerash Festival. 
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For Golan 
settlers, 
withdrawal 
is a dirty word 


By Snsaii Sappir 
Reuter 

KATZRIN, Golan’’ 
Heights — Many Israeli set- 
tlers in the Golan Heights 
say it is tmthmkable that 
they should move out as the 
price of peace with Syria. 

‘Thank God I don’t be- 
lieve that day will come,” 
said Daniella Shaui, 
spokeswoman in the. town 
of Katzrin where 700" fami- 
lies have settled in the last 
four years. 

Damascus wants back the 
Heights captured by Israel 
in the 1967 Middle East 
war. But many of the 
15.000 Jewish settlers dim- 
notion of a witb- 


“I cannot even ima gine 
that such a blow will arrive. 
You cannot talk abont such 
a thing now. You cannot 
think abont yonr own 
fnneral,’' said veteran 
Golan resident Ramona 
Bar-Lev. 

While U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
travels to Tel Aviv and 
Damascus this week to ce- 
ment the progress achieved 
in two weeks of Israel-Syria 
talks near Washington, die 
settlers say they are staying 
poL. 

On Friday, for the first 
time in four years of talks, 
the top Syrian negotiator 
raised the prospect Of prog- 
ress being made. But settler 
leaders say Israel most keep" 
the land. 

They give many reasons: 
The strategic high ground, 
water and vital army train- 
ing areas. Having invested 
die best years of their lives 
in building settlements, the 
settlers insist it is unfair to 
ask them to leave. 

They deny the rush to 
buy houses is a cynical 
attempt to qualify for gov- 
ernment compensation 
when they may be forced to 
leave. 

“No,” Mr. Shaui said. 
They rush here to buy 
apartments because Katzrin 
is a very nice and cosy place 
to live." 

Some settlers say they are 


willing to leave in return for 
peace m any t others are ada- 
mant about\ staying. 

One settler who says he 
will refuse an order to leave 
is Michael Ben-Horin, a 
fanner on a Golan village 
with a record of political 
activism that includes 
arrests. 

Sitting in his home in 
front of a picture of his 
dead friend Baruch Gold- 
stein, an Israeli who kilted 
19 Palestinian in a West 
Bank mosque, Mr. Ben 
Horin considers for a mo- 
ment how he would react to 
an order to leave his Golan 
home. 

"We cannot obey. It’s 
our land. It’s Jewish land.” 

Another attitude prevails 
at the Golan Heights win- 
ery outside Katzrin, one of 
the region’s most successful 
businesses. 

Marketing director 
Dor on Rand said he knows 
they may have to uproot the 
plant arid the vineyards but 
in the meantime "there’s 
enough time and room and 
money to be made.” 

Executives, proud of 
their success in making a 
wine acclaimed interna- 
tionally, show visitors new 
machines and a new wing of 
the building. 

"This is strictly and pure- 
ly a commercial decision,” 
be said. Wine sales in 1995 
netted Sll million, includ- 
ing $2 million in exports. 

It may be posable to sal- 
vage the business but only 
through a joint venture with 
the Syrians by which they 
would tend the vines and 
sell them to the winery relo- 
cated in Israel. 

A spokesman for some of 
the Golan's Syrian resi- 
dents, the 18,000 members 
of the Druze minority who 
would stay in their homes 
under Syrian rule, said they 
were not concerned over 
what Israel left behind. 

"First of all, we want all 
the settlers to leave the 
Golan heights,” said 
Taisccr Maray, director of 
the Arab Association for 
Development at the Druze 
village of Majdal Shams. 



The destruction of Grozny have let many ethnic R ussians homeless and bitter towards Moscow (AFP photo) 


Life still tough for Chechenya’s ethnic Russians 


By Lawrence Sheets 
Reuter 

GROZNY — Russia's 
bloody attempt to crush 
Chechenya’s independence 
bid is usually seen as a 
conflict between Moscow 
and the Muslim Chechen 
people, many of whom 
want to break free of what 
they consider a colonialist 
power. 

But thousands of the 
shattered capital Grozny’s 
once 150,000-strong ethnic 
Russian minority are caught 
in the middle of the con- 
flict. Many have lost rela- 
tives and homes. 

Once part of Checheny- 
a’s professional and intel- 
lectual elite, many of them 
are now destitute, victims 
of what they see as an in- 


different and cruel govern- 
ment in Moscow which has 
forgotten they even exist. 

“We have begun to real- 
ise that no one in the gov- 
ernment gives a damn ab- 
out us,” says Lena Bogda- 
novich, who has lived for 
nearly a year in the damp 
cellar beneath her family's 
scorched apartment build- 
,ing, destroyed during Rus- 
sia's massive artillery and 
•air raids on the city last 
January. 

Bogdanovich, a 52-year- 
old gastroenterologist, 
shares the tiny space with 
her 13-year-old daughter 
Katya and two other former 
tenants. A few salvaged be- 
longings, including dishes, 
makeshift beds, and an oil 
lamp make up the fur- 
nishings. 

One of the top medical 


specialists left in the repub- 
lic, Bogdanovich supple- 
ments her 500,000 rouble 
(5110) monthly salary by 
selling newspapers to 
motorists passing through 
Grozny's icy streets. 

Katya, in jeans and a 
ponytail and sporting a cast 
on her left arm, is a typical 
teenager. Grozny style. She 
broke her arnrtripping over 
debris while running 
around the ruins. "The 
ruins are cool to hang out 
in," she says, oblivious to 
the irony. 

Bogdanovich is no fan of 
rebel leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, the former Soviet 
air force general chased 
into the republic's snow 
capped mountains by the 
Kremlin's troops. 

Nonetheless her most 


scathing criticism is re- 
served for the Russian gov- 
ernment, whose army level- 
led Grozny in the bombard- 
ment. It has since done 
little to restore the city or 
help find her a new home,- 
despite promises from Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin. 

"When they started 
bombing, I guess they 
forget that there were peo- 
ple in here," she said bitter- 
ly. "If we’re lucky, they 
dear the ashes out of the 
buildings they’ve des- 
troyed." • • 

Bogdanovich stayed in 
Grozny through the worst 
days of the fighting. Her 
elderly mother died of heart 
trouble during the heavy 
Russian offensive. 

"At first we buried her in 
the yard because there were 
battles going on every- 


where. When they stopped, 
we dug her up and moved 
her to the cemetery.” she 
said. 

Official figures from Rus- 
sia's migration service show 
that some 600,000 people 
have fled their homes since 
Russia sent troops into 
Chechenva in December 
1994. 

The region had a popula- 
tion of around 1.2 million 
before the fighting began, 
induding 400,000 in Groz- 
ny- 

But unlike Grozny’s 
ethnic Chechens, who with 
their strong extended fami- 
ly links usually have rela- 
tives to stay with in the 
countryside, many Russians 
have no close kin outside 
the battered dty. 

Many, like 47-year-old 


Grozny artist Alexander 
Shatalov- who lost an eye 
when a shell exploded near 
him during the fighting, say 
they would feel like aliens 
in Russia itself and just 
want help from Moscow to 
restore the homes they lost. 
Many have Chechen ac- 
cents although their only 
language' is Russian. 

Mr. Shatalov’s single-storey 
house was destroyed last 
winter. He lived in the 
basement of the ruins until 
the weather turned cold, 
and now lives in a cellar he 
once used as a studio. 

"My forefathers helped 
settle this area in the last 
century, and forme it will 
always be home." he said. 
“There is nothing waiting 
for us in Russia either." 


Tourists lured to exotic 
land amid tales of Sinbad 


Shadow of the gunman returns to Belfast 


By larch Ian CarMichaet 

Age nee France Prcsse 

MUSCAT — Oman has be- 
gun opening up cautiously 
to foreign tourists searching 
for golden deserts, lush- 
green mountains, rocky 
coastline and the legend of 
Sinbad the Sailor. In the 
last five years this country 
on the southeastern tip of 
the Arabian peninsula has 
mounted a campaign to 
attract "up-market" Euro- 
peans, Asians and Amer- 
icans who will respect the 
country’s conservative Mus- 
lim traditions. 

"Our principle in prom- 
oting (tourism) is to main- 
tain our customs, traditions 
and culture," according to 
Mohsin Kbamis. Al 
Balushi. director general of 
tourism at the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

Before Sultan Qaboos 
took power in 1970, Oman 
was one of the world’s most 
closed countries which also 
retained medieval practices 
like closing the gates to the 
old fortified city of Muscat 
at spnset. 

Sultan Qaboos im- 
mediately embarked on 
economic development us- 
ing the country’s oil re- 
venues, but weak oil prices 
have forced him to turn 
increasingly to tourism and 
other sources of funds while 
still preserving Oman’s 
character. 

Mr. Balushi said the 
reason foreigners want to 
yisit Oman is partly because 
h retains its identity: Oma- 
nis wear long robes and 
even modern buildings have 
the Arab, Islamic and Oma* 
m geometrical designs. 

“They like the way we 
maintain our national 


dress," said Mr. Balushi, 
who wears a long, white 
robe and coloured scarf 
wrapped around his head 
like a turban. 

Many Omani men still 
wear daggers around their 
wastes as they did centuries 
ago, and foreigners visit 
here for this “sort of 
Sinbad-the-Sailor type 
stuff," an Englishman 
working here said. Indeed, 
the northern coastal dty of 
Sohar is promoted as one of 
the places where Sinbad, 
the character in the 
Thousand and One Nights, 
stayed during his adven- 
tures at sea. 

Oman boasts 12,000 
years of history and has 
come under the influence of 
the Phoenicians, Portu- 
guese and British. More 
than 500 fortresses are dot- 
ted across the country, 
some dating to the 14th 
century. 

Its varied landscape in- 
cludes the virtually uninha- 
bited Rub Al Khali desert, 
oases, rocky and sandy 
coastlines, and the wooded 
mountains of Dhofar which 
turn deep green during the 
June-September monsoon. 

A total of 120,000 busi- 
ness travellers and tourists, 
mainly Arabs and Euro- 
pean, visited Oman last 
year — a figure that has 
been growing at around 20 
per cent a year since the 
campaign was launched, 
Mr. Balushi said. 

Oman, a country of two 
million people ’which in- 
cludes 600,000 foreign resi- 
dents. is now starting to 
promote itself in Asia and 
the United States. It will 
stage seminars and hand- 
icraft exhibitions in Tokyo 
and Osaka in March. 

"The Japanese have 


started coming," according 
to Heide Bed, director of 
the tour group Gulf Explor- 
ers, which offers deserts 
crossings, visits to arcbeolo-. 
gical sites and other trips 
tailored to customer re- 
quests. 

But most Japanese tour- 
ists stay only four days and 
seem to prefer places like 
Dubai in the neighbouring 
United Arab Emirates 
where there are many shops 
and Golf courses, she said. 

Overall, tourism is li- 
mited in Oman because it is 
too hot and humid during 
the six summer months and ■ 
hotels have trouble making 
profits when they are either ' 
empty or only five per cent 
full for much of the year, 
Mr. Beal said. 

And the lack of hotels 
also limits the number of 
tourists, she said. "It’s a 
vicious circle." Many peo- 
ple are also dissuaded by 
the costly air fares to 
Oman, which is far from 
Europe and Japan. An 
Omani businessman and a 
Western diplomat also said 
the government appeared 
at times hesitant to make 
the investments needed to 
expand tourism for fear of 
upsetting the country's tra- 
ditional culture. 

Omanis themselves voice 
fears that their country 
might become as open as 
the United Arab Emirates, 
where scantily dressed fore- 
ign women can be seen in 
shopping malls and other 
public places. 

The Omani government 
is trying to strike a balance 
between tolerating other 
cultures and expecting fore- 
igners to respect their own. 
the Western diplomats said. 
"That's at the nub of the 
tourism worry." 


By Martin Cowley 
Reuter 

BELFAST — Mickey 
Mooney's executioners 
struck with chilling ruthless- 
ness as he sipped a drink in 
a Belfast bar. 

Known to his associates 
as "moneybags", Mr. 
Mooney was the first victim 
of a nine-month spiral of 
killings in Northern 
Irleand's drugs underworld. 

From the shadows of un- 
easy guerrilla truces, sea- 
soned gunmen have 
emerged to deal death to 
small-time drug dealers and 
send dozens of terrified 
targets underground. 

"The last thing we need is 
self-appointed vigilantes." 
said police drug squad de- 
tective inspector Larry 
Cheshire. 

"Despite what the crimes 
may be or alleged to be. it 
certainly isn't the way any 
civilised society would want 


(Continued from page 1) 

Muasher said that this agree- 
ment will be put into force in 
the coming two months 
allowing vehicles to cross into 
Israel via the Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge and the Aqaba cros- 
sing and allowing the two 
sides to organise flights be- 
tween Amman and Tel Aviv 


(Continued from page I) 

troops have been sleeping.” 
Mr. Yeltsin spokesman 
Sergei Medvedev said the 
president took the raid as a 
sign separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Duda’yev had 
chosen “not the peaceful 
solution but the path of 
force.” 

Mr. Yeltsin wanted "an • 


to deal with its offenders.” 
he told Reuters. 

Security forces blame the 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) for a self- 
styled anti-drugs purge that 
has claimed seven Roman 
Catholic victims, five of 
them in the past five weeks. 

It's a bid for community 
control masquerading as. a 
law and order crusade in 
depressed Catholic estates 
where the guerrillas have a 
Traditional powerbase. say 
British security sources and 
moderate Catholic 
nationalists. 

Republicans assert that 
the gunmen's "rough jus- 
tice" is a response to a 
policing vacuum in siron- 
ghotds where many Catho- 
lics mistrust the largely Pro- 
testant police force, and 
fear "a flood of drugs" ruin- 
ing young lives. 

Guerrilla war between 
IRA gunmen opposed to 
British rule and "loyalists” 
determined to defend it. 


at the rate of five flights a 
week. 

Dr. Tarawneh meanwhile t 
said the two sides are fully 
committed to implementing 
the provisions of the peace 
treaty. 

The award to be presented 
to the heads of the Jordanian 
and Israeli delegations is pre- 


immediate end to Dudayev’s 
provocations,” Mr. Med- 
vedev added. 

The health minister of the 
autonomous Russian region 
of Dagestan told TASS that 
Chechen fighters were hold- 
ing at least 1,000 hostages in 
the town of Kizlyar. a region- 
al centre. 

Earlier reports said the re- 
bels had herded civilians 


ended with matching truces 
in September 1994. The 
new deaths have jolted the 
unsteady calm. 

Now a sinister new twist 
is fuelling concern after 
stop-go political momen- 
tum failed to capitalise on 
• the truces. 

. Protestant extremists are 
getting in on the drug 
purge, according to an in- 
fluential pressure group. 

Security sources say they 
are treating seriously Re- 
publican and loyalist 
"death-list" threats to 24 
named individuals. 

The existence of the lists 
were disclosed by the in- 
fluential pressure group. 
Families Against Intimida- 
tion and Terror (FAIT). 

"It’s a disgrace at a time 
of peace." FAIT founder 
Nancy Gracey said about 
the blood-letting. 

Catholic grandmother 
Gracey is a thorn in the side 
of masked gangs who mete 
out brutal beatings to indi- 


semed by an Israeli woman 
who owns the conference 
palace which overlooks the 
Lake of Tiberias where some 
of the negotiating sessions 
were held and where King 
Hussein and the late Prime 
Minister Rabin exchanged 
the instruments of ratification 
of the peace treaty. 


from nearby apartment 
houses into the central hos- 
pital compound, which also 
includes a maternity home. 

Mr. Raduyev, reportedly 
Mr. Dudayev’s son-in-law, 
told Dagestani officials trying 
to open negotiations that he 
would begin executions soon 
unless troops left both 
Chechenya and Dagestan. 

TASS reported heavy 
street fighting dcross the 
town. 


viduals deemed by Kangar- 
oo courts to be thieves, 
burglars or muggers. 

Her group monitors a ris- 
ing tide of “punishment 
attacks," highlighting a vi- 
cious hidden side of the 
peace process. 

The formidable campaig- 
ner said she had seen a 
death-list of 10 Protestants 
and Catholics, drawn up by 
the Protestant Action 
Force, a cover name for the 
banned Ulster Volunteer 
Force (UVF). 

It threatens to "carbon 
copy" the violence of a 
group called “DirecL Anion 
Against Drugs” which Ms. 
Gracey says has 14 names 
on a death list. Both made a 
mockery of democracy, she 
declared. 

Politicians and security 
forces are alarmed that if a 
Protestant falls victim to 
Catholics, he will be an easy 
prey among teenagers, job- 
less youths at street cor- 
ners. or older groups look- 


Mr. Kidreh said the arrest 
warrant was distributed to 
Palestinian troops, including 
those at crossing points to 
Israel, Egypt and Jordan. 

Israel radio, quoting 
-Palestinian investigators, said 
Tuesday that the head of 
Israel’s Shin Bet security ser- 
vices personally supervised 
the assassination, apparently 
from one of the Jewish settle- 
ments in the northern Gaza 
Strip. 

TTie Shin Bet chief res- 
igned Monday over the fai- 
lure of his agents to prevent 
the assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin by a 
Jewish militant two months 
ago. 

Israeli newspapers sug- 
gested Tuesday that the agen- 


ing for a weekend "high". 

"They are looked upon 
as social drugs. A lot of kids 
don't use alcohol but see 
nothing wrong in using 
“(Ecstasy)." said one Bel- 
fast drug scene observer. 

Drug squad officers have 
had major successes. 

In 1994, they seized 
.24,000 E-tablets. Last year 
the haul soared to 138.000 
tablets. Cannabis seizures 
doubled. Arrests were also 
up. 

Sinn Fein, the IRA's 
political wing, says the 
shootings point to a need 
for new political and polic- 
ing structures. 

Others detect a dark 
agenda to keep "foot- 
soldiers" active while cyni- 
cally reminding Britain of 
their lurking menace. 

"It is a process of accli- 
matising people to... A roll- 
ing resumption of vio- 
lence." said Ken Maginnis. 
spokesman for the Protes- 
tant Ulster Unionists. 


cy chief, who can only be 
identified by the initial K, 
chose to wait until after the 
Ayyasb assassination to 
announce his resignation. 
"Now that Ayyash has been 
removed from the arena ... K , 
can let the reins slip from his ; 
hands with a clear consrien- ' 
ce," commentator Ron Elen- I 
Ishai wrote in the Davar ‘ 
Rishon. daily. 

A Palestinian newspaper, ! 
Al Bilad, meanwhile, i 
claimed that Ayyash was still J 
alive and that Friday’s explo- ■ 
sion was a ploy engineered by l 
hjm to stop Israel’s pursuit of I 
him. The newspaper, quoting 1 
a Muslim militant close to ' 
Mr. Ayyash, said the man ! 
killed Friday was a Palesii- ] 
nian collaborator with Israel. J 


King visits Tel Aviv 


Palestinians issue warrent 

(Continued from page 1) 


Chechen rebels demand pullout 





Jordanian Dead Sea hotels 
plan delayed by dispute 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Agreements to 
build four major hotels on 
the Dead Sea have been de- 
layed by differences over the 
terms between the Jordanian 
government and investors, a 
Jordanian minister said Tues- 
day.' 

. The signing of contracts 
with four groups of investors, 
which would have been the 
most visible investment since 
Jordan's 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel, had been ex- 
pected in November 1995. 

Differences over future ‘ 
ownership of the hotels, 
terms of leases for state lands 
and demands for more incen- 
tives delayed the move, offi- 
cials and investors said. 

“We are studying the in- 
vestors' demands within the 
context of our local invest- 
ment law and other legisla- 
tion. and we hope to com- 
plete our assessment on all 
points raised by mid- 
January," Water and Irriga- 
tion Minister Saleh Irsheidat 
told Reuters. 


“We would love to have 
the agreements signed to- 
day... but all depends on 
agreement on the terms that 
haye been set," said the 
minister, a member of a state 
committee examining inves- 
tor demands. 

The four hotels, to be built 
beside Jordan's only existing 
Dead Sea Hotel, are ex- 
pected to cost around $280 
million. They are to be com- 
pleted within three years of 
signing contracts. 

Each hotel would have ab- 
out 400 rooms and include 
health facilities to capitalise 
on the sea’s therapeutic qual- 
ities for treating skin prob- 
lems. 

Officials say the four 
groups include both Jorda- 
nian and foreign investors, 
including one consortium in- 
volving the Marriott chain of 
the United States and one 
with Accor of France. 

A third group indudes 
the Hyatt chain of hotels and 
a fourth consortium is backed 
by a German company. 

Under terms originally set 
by the government, the 


groups will lease state land 
for 30 years at an annual rent 
of 25,000 dinars ($36,000) a 
hectare ($14,400 per acre). 
The lease would be renew- 
able. 

The rent must be paid in 
advance in five-year instal- 
ments and rates are subject to 
revision every 10 years. 

Investors say they would 
like the rent fixed and want a 
clause saying ownership of 
the hotels 1 would be subject 
to negotiation after 60 years 
rather than going automati- 
cally to the state. 

Jordan's side of the Dead 
Sea, which forms the border, 
was hardly used before the 
peace treaty with Israel. Am- 
man would like to catch up 
with Israel, which has a 
health resort industry on its 
side of the sea with 2.000 
rooms and plans for expan- 
sion. 

The four hotels planned for 
the Jordanian side are part of 
an ambitious plan to build 
rooms for 8,000 people at the 
site by 2010, a scheme some 
officials say is unrealistic. 


Jardaneh opens symposium 
on temporary admission for 

i 

facilitating customs procedures 

AMMAN (Petra) — A three- 
day regional symposium on 
Istanbul temporary admis- 
sion agreement, organised by 
the World Customs Orga- 
nisation (WCO). was held 
here Tuesday. Addressing 
the opening session. Finance 
Minister Basil Jardaneh said 
temporary admission encour- 
ages local and foreign invest- 
ments because it facilitates 
commercial exchange and 
helps overcome customs bar- 
riers, including customs 
duties, thus reducing produc- 
tion costs. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the 
Istanbul agreement seeks to 
adopt and ensure the imple- 
mentation of simple specific 
international procedures, set 
to facilitate movement of 
goods and increase interna- 
tional capital, which in turn 
will contribute to improving 
standards of living and ensur- 
ing international prosperity. 

The implementation of this 
agreement requires that cus- 
toms authorities develop 
their laws and regulations to . 
allow for the smooth move- 


ment of goods between the 
various countries, increase 
the flow of international 
capita] and increase invest- 
ments, Mr. Jardaneh said. 

In a bid to improve tem- 
porary admission procedures, 
the Jordanian customs au- 
thorities last year adopted 
and implemented a program- 
me, designed to develop the 
temporary admission regula- 
tion. through the simplifica- 
tion of customs procedures, 
computerising them and ap- 
plying decentralisation. 

Mr. Jardaneh thanked the 
WCO for organising the sym- , 
posium in Amman and for 
intensifying cooperation 
among the organisation's 
member states in a bid to 
improve the gross domestic 
product for these countries. 

The WCO's coordinator 
thanked Jordan ufor hosting 
the symposium and renewed 
the organisation's commit- 
ment to serve its member 
states. She reviewed the 
organisation's objectives, 
saying that it aims to simplify 


the work of customs adminis- 
trations and ensure 
internationally-accepted 
mechanism capable of facili- 
tating and encouraging world 
trade. 

Customs Department 
Director-General Nazmi A1 
Abdullah said his department 
has signed the Istanbul, 
which entered into force in 
1993. Mr. Abdullah noted 
that the Istanbul agreement, 
like other customs agree- 
ments, lay down internation- 
al criteria and standards de- 
signed to facilitate commer- 
cial exchange, and that it 
does not interfere in the 
duties rates or amounts. 

Taking part in the agree- 
ment are representatives for 
the customs departments in 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar, Switzerland. 
Britain, Tunisia, Sudan, 
Algeria. Belgium, Yemen, 
International Chamber of 
Commerce, m addition to 
Israel and several specialised 
international federations. 


THE Daily Crossword by Evelyn Benshoof 


ACROSS 
1 George or Artie 
5 Wrong 
9 Ninnies 
13 Sharpened 
15 Cheese 
16"— a ship a- 
sailing" 

17 Think 

18 Radames' love 

19 Samoan port 

20 Business risk 
taker 

22 Coin 

23 Scenarist James 

24 Family circle 
member 

26 Gum component 

30 Ophidians 

31 Zhivago's love 

32 Emerge 
35 Control 

exclusively 
39 Incensed 

41 Negative 

42 Florida city 

43 Prescribing 
punishment 
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44 Stretches (out) 

All R ignis RtMrvM 

46 Lab gel . 

47 Boast 

9 Blue-eyed feline 

49 Puissant 

10 Jellied garnish 

51 Painter John 

11 Patriotic 

French — 

Thomas 

53 Let it stand 

12 Hit 

55 Truant 

14 Transfer picture 

56 Askew: dial. 

21 Matured 

62 Son of Leah 

25 — facto 

63 Bede" 

26 Trim 

64 Pay increase 

27 — and hounds 

65 Pindar's poems 

28 Qum's land 

66 "Cool Hand — " 

29 Body process 

67 Complete 

30 Wager 

68 Semester 

33 Again 

69 Sly look 

34 Cooking vessel 

70 Fictional 

36 Engage in 

plantation 

37 — Bator 

DOWN 

38 Role 
40 A Fitzgerald 

1 Point out 

45.Gush 

2 Indian 

46 Readily 

3 indigo dye 

available 

4 Proceed 

50 Japanese city 

5 Fade away 

51 Certain 

6 Compose 

European 

7 Harass 

52 Romeo 

6 Hankers 

53 Wager 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sohred: 
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nona aanan naan 
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nnnna raananno 
□nan Ronnii tin 
anna qbiie 1 
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55 Many 

5? Toy ether 


58 r 

59 n 
e * /• 




Iraq to restructure economy 



BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's 
government is raising the cost 
of utilities and state services 
and plans new taxes in a 
campaign to restructure an 
economy devastated by U.N. 
sanctions, residents said. 

Irakis, striving under 
hyperinflation to make ends 
meet, have been told the 
state can no longer provide 
high subsidies. 

Ministries that once 
charged a few cents for their 
services are raising their fees, 
taking cost and profit into 
account. 

An international call, 
which used to cost less than 
100 dinars (about four U.S. 
cents), could now go up to 
30,000 (about $10) for three 


minutes. The cost of install- 
ing a new phone or telex has 
risen to op two million dinars 
from a maximum of about 
60,000. 

Residents say the .govern- 
ment is discusring ways of 
increasing revenues through 
direct taxes. President Sad- 
dam Hussein, in an effort to 
fight rampant tax evasion has. 
pledged to give taxmen finan- 
cial incentives in line with the' 
money they collect for the 
state. 

Income tax may be ex- 
panded to indude more peo- 
ple. 

“They (government) real- 
ised that they cannot go on> 
propping up the economy by 
printing more and more 


Algeria liberalises 
foreign exchange trade 


PARIS (R) — Algeria has 
started an interbank foreign 
exchange market as a step 
towards liberalisation, Alger- 
ia's central bank said Mon- 
day. 

A statement said that the 
new currency market started 
on Jan. 2 and exists in the 
spot and forward forms. 

“The dinar’s rate is defined 
on the market by the free 
game of offer and demand 
with an active role of banks 
and financial establish- 
ments," the statement, sent 
to Reuters, said. 

The interbank system re- 
places the central bank's fix- 
ing system introduced in 
October 1994 when the au- 
thorities last introduced more 
flexibility into the exchange 
rate. 

It allows banks to sell di- 
nars to non-resident banks 
against convertible foreign 
currencies, to sell foreign cur- 
rencies against dinars from 
convertible accounts, to 
purchase and sell freely con- 
vertible currencies, and to 
purchase and sell currencies 
and dinars at the interbank 
market, the central bank 
said. 

Except for hydrocarbon 
and mining export revenues, 
which are managed by the 
centra] bank, banks will be 
allowed to keep for them- 


selves export receipts, credit 
and loans contracted by 
themselves or their clients, 
and foreign exchange opera- 
tions earnings, it added. 

It said the interbank fore- 
ign exchange market will 
work continuously during 
business days with operations 
carried out through tele- 
phone, telex and other elec- 
tronic systems. 

Banks must have an elec- 
tronic system enabling them 
to know “immediately" their 
overall position and in each 
foreign currency, the central 
bank said. 

“The interbank foreign ex- 
change market... comes in 
the context of the liberation 
of imports in 1995 and the 
switch to the (dinar's) con- 
vertibility for current opera- 
tions." it said. 

Algeria won debt relief tot- 
alling more than $20 billion 
from the Paris Gub of gov- 
ernment creditors and thcr 
London Gub of commercial 
bank creditors in 1994 and 
1995, backed by two loans 
from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to sta- 
bilise its balance of pay- 
ments. 

Last month, the centra! 
bank was quoted as saying 
that currency reserves were 
$2.3 billion in the second- 
quarter of 1995. 


THE BE TTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“If I want to keep my arteries 
unclogged, how much drain cleaner 
can I drink without getting sick?" 


money. They were afraid that 
they could reach a state 
where their money could be- 
come worthless,” said a 
Baghdad-based diplomat. 

U.N. relief officials said 
inflation for essential com- 
modities in Baghdad was run- 
ning at more than 5,000 per 
cent because of trade sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq, in- 
cluding a block on oil ex- 
ports, following its invasion 
of Kuwait in 1990. 

The diplomat said Iraq 
needed to revamp its banking 
system, raise interest rates 
and remove obstacles to pri- 
vate investment. 

The government is trying 
to withdraw excess money 
from circulation. Advertise- 
ments published in the news- 
paper Babel, owned by Presi- 
dent Saddam's eldest son, 
Uday, offer a variety of state 
items for sale — cars, 
machines, carvans, steel, re- 
frigerators, electric ovens and 
other household goods. 

The government has told 
ministries to get rid of 25 per 
cent of their vehicles. These 
indude personal limousines 
used by President Saddam 
and hi? presidential office as 
well as vehicles of the Mili- 
tary Industrialisation Com- 
mission (MIC). 

Even state property is 
offered for sale. The ministry 
of finance is selling land and 
an MIC advertisement in 
Babel offers a forest for sale. 

Traders said the state had 
more assets for sale than at 
any time since the start of the 
Gulf War almost five years 
ago. But one said demand for 
such items was slack as most 
traders were taking a wait- 
and-see attitude. 

Money changers said it- 
seemed the new measures 
had halted a precipitous slide 
in the dinar's value which hit 
a record low of 3010 to the 
dollar a week ago but was 
trading at 2885 Monday. 

President Saddam toki his 
ministers in a meeting late 
last year and made public 
early in 1996 that the govern- 
ment should fight inflation 
with all means. 



An Iraqi citizen in Baghdad Monday carries 280,000 Irat 
dinars’after exchanging them for $100. Exchange bureaux wo- 
allowed for the first time by the central bank to buy fordg 
currency at the black market rate. Previously the bureaux ha . • 
to buy foreign exchange at a rate agreed with the state of l,0fl ~ T * 
dinars to dollar (AFP photo) .". V; 


He ordered a freeze in 
salaries and recruitment of 
new personnel. The govern- 
ment is said to have stopped 
printing new money and told 
ministries to adopt tough 
belt-tightening measures. 

Residents said they ex- 
pected power and water fees 
to go up to meet costs. Petrol 
prices were also likely to 
surge. 


I THAT SCRAMBLES WORD GAME 

by Honrl AraeM and Mka Argirton 


Unscr a mble these lour Jumbles, 
one feller to each square, to form 
four onflnasy words. 


TABEA 




m 


eraBIHbmMma Seven, toe. 
unaMtaewa. 


SOGEO 


m 

hn 


OXENTS 


LLL 




POYNAC 


ITTH 



WHAT THE 
CONVICT WAS IN 
THE MIPPLE OF. j 

Now arrange the ended tenure to 
form Die surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A [ I ll II I I j 


(Answers tomorrow) 


Peanuts 


ALL MY CHRISTMAS 
CARDS CAME BACK! 



Andy Capp 



Mutfn’Jeff 



The oil ministry, in a - — . . 
advertisement in Babel ' 
urged the public to use ii 
cheap oil products rational]^ • • 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR ftTEDNES^ 

DAY, JANUARY 10, ; 

ARIES: (March 21 to ApiffS] 

19) Patch up a disagreemen .-.v .■ 

with your attachment • 

have a delightful timi’S"”’ 
together. Perfect some ; . - r 
talent you have which conic - 
bring prosperity. - 

TAURUS: (April 20 to MajV; — 

20) You can improve the^ 

situation at home today if yon '. .. 

dpg't harp on an old subject ’ 
which could produce hostil r c.-f- - 
ity. Control your temper. i 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 

21) Don't permit some wort - ■ 

obstacle to upset you tin;, 

morning and then later thi 
evening you can handle cor 

respondents and travel mat!" 

ters well. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jam 
22 to July 21) Plan 
today how to solve monetar 
difficulties and then worl 
constructively on the 
Don’t forget to have son* 
pleasant and quality thm 
with your loved ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 
Go after your person 
wishes and gain them and 
can settle home affairs at 
time. Seeing good pals a 
their home is wise today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 tJ i 

September 22) Plan youA 
romantic life as you want ittwu 
be with the approval of yoolf| 
mate and later don't be sai,, 1 

castic with any one else i 

there could be difficulties.;^. 

LIBRA: (September 23 t .-.. 
October 22) Be with a • > 

pal who understands you an ' j 

forget some monetary ad*./- > ; 

sor who is off the beam toda . 
and could provide you wit ' j 
erroneous information. j 

SCORPIO: (October 23 L ‘ 
November 21) Early i 

how to make your • 

status more enviable m 
forget that frustration whic 
is fathering you at this tinKy.- 
SAGITTARIUS: (Noveml 
22 to December 21) 
hang on to some cow*! 1 
which could keep you frw 
getting into profitable activ 
ties which could make 
very successful. ■ 

CAPRICORN: (December^ 

to January 20) Study “ 
promises you have made 1 ' 
others and keep those whit 
are most important to yo 1 
success and forget going a ft 
some personal goal. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
February 19) A good-heart - ^ 
man can be of assistance 
you if you show you a 
willing to follow suggeshoi^ 
given to you by this int 
vidual. k " 

PISCES: (February 20 _ V 
March 20) Your career actif j, 
ties can go along very nicely^ 
you adhere to policy If* 
and do not disagree with 
low associates you come Ik' 
contact with. Ns | 

Birthstone of January*. 
net — Rose Quartz 












1 J *M *. 
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Lockheed to buy bulk of Loral in $10b deal 


\ NEW YORK (R) — Lock- 
• heed Martin Corp. will buy 
tise bulk of defence giant- 
, Loral Corp. in a deal worth 
~ more than S10 billion, but- 

* tressing its position as the 

* nation's largest aerospace, 
and defence company, both 
firms announced Monday. 

The deal, the latest in the 
shrinking defence industry, 
sent Loral's stock soaring 24 
per cent. It will put Loral’s 
core defence electronics and 
systems integration business 
, in Lockheed’s arsenal and 


boost its total sales to about 
$30 billion. 

The remaining satellite and 
'telecommunications 
businesses of New York- 
based Loral will be reorga- 
nised into a new company, 
called Loral Space and Com- 
munications Corp., in which 
Lockheed Martin is also 
buying a 20 per cent stake. 

Under the agreement. 
Lockheed will pay $7 billion 
in cash, or $38 for each Loral 
share, through a tender offer 
due to begin by Friday. It will 


also assume $2.1 billion in 
debt. 

The remaining Loral space 
unit will be spun off to Loral 
stockholders, who will re- 
ceive one share of Loral 
Space for each Loral share 
they own. 

Lockheed will take a 20 per 
cent stake in Loral Space for 
$344 million and provide the, 
company with support in key 
technologies.- Loral Space- 
will begin business with over 
$700 million in cash and no 
debt. 



The tansactions, which 
have been unanimously 
approved by both companies' 
boards of directors, have an 
estimated value of over $10 
billion, the companies said. 

Loral's stock soared $8,625 
to $44,875 on the New York 
Stock Exchange (NYSE), 
where it was among the most 
active issues in early after- 
noon trading. Bethesda, 
Maryland-based Lockheed 
rose $3,125 to $80.50, also on 
the NYSE. 

“The strategic combination 
with Loral solidifies Lock- 
heed Martin's leadership 


position as a world premier 
high technology company,” 
. said Daniel Tellep. chairman 
of Lockheed Martin. 

“It enhances our technolo- 
gy base, improves Our com- 
petitiveness, expands our 
global reach and provides 
new opportunities for 
growth.” he added. 

The deal comes on the 
•heels of last week's 
announcement that Northrop 
Grumman Corp. would buy 
the defence electronics busi- 
ness of Westinghouse Elec- 
tric Corp. 


JUKKil^N PINArfClAL MMWUEX 

boosing bash crane* amman - same; sax; 
TFr-KPHOfEi 607171 / 607179 

OROArtlSTO MAHKKT brtARE PRICE LIST TOR TOSKDAY 09/0J/1946 




COMPANY ’6 SAME 


HO. ar VALUE PR2V. CLC5XN& 

SHARK*. TRADED CLOSING PRICE 

nubiSD JD PRICE 



BJUQC Pic 

300 

70090 

234.000 

232.500 

JORDAN KAXXCKAL BANK 

350 

1552 

4.450 

4.440 

BANK OX JORDAN 

250 

926 

3.700 

3.7U0 

1C DOLE EAST ENVESTmSNT hank. 

1200 

1429 

1.200 

1.210 

INDUSTRIAL DBVEIOFMUHT UWOC 

2094 

5275 

2. 520 

2 . 620 

THE HOUSING HANK 

1300 

G30? 

4.770 

4.970 

JORDAN GULF HANK. 

21575 

21261 

1.060 

1 .080 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

19ao 

7204 

3.630 

3.640 

ONION BANE FOR SAVING 6 IBVESIWENT 

541 

15 GJ 

2.900 

2.900 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A FINANCE BARR 

10U 

364 

3.700 

3.640 

BEIT BLHftL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

•J0000 

2SB900 

3.210 

3.210 

ftrtMAM SANK rOR INVESTMENT • 

12790 

11501 

.900 

.890 

-reltaHLPKXA INVESTMENT BAS*. 

1Q0SP 

14253 

1.450 

1.410 


Private placement subscription 
opens for increasing capital of 
major Lebanese company 


p A X X 3 


SECTOR 


709SAK FBENCU XnSURARCK 
XlltfuftAfilCE SECTOR 


XXDEX HUMBER: 1&5.G8 
CBXNGE : -0-41A 

2.000 2.700 

INDEX NUMBER I 130.20 
OtaifCE I -0.09* 


- _ •_ 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

15062 

26165 

1.750 

1.740 


JORDAN SXMCZ MINERAL 

ISO 

342 

2.350 

2.230 

— • ■ 

ARJU3 INTERNATIONAL MOTELS 

5000 

28000 

5.500 

5.600 

• 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINKS 

750 

1965 

2 _S70 

,2.620 


NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SKCUKJ.T1EL 

2400 

4227 

1.760 

1.760 


REAL E-TTATB TNVKHVMKWT 

14B00 

14948 

1.010 

1-0JO 

' 

UNJTttD KlOOLfi EAST t COMMODORE HOTELS 

350 

1828 

a -170 

2.150 


ARAQ INTER- TOR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 

30000 

105273 

3-S60 

3.S40 


2AKKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

4100 

5009 

1.220 

1.220 


UNIFIED CO. FOR ORGANISING LARD TRANS. 

10300 

23660 

2.290 

2.290 


UNION UUtL D3VEIOPHEKT CORP. 

4200 

4336 

1.040 

1.030 


SERVICES SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER} 128.81 
CHARGE : -0.06* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Lebanon 
Invest SAL, Beirut and 
Capital Trust Limited, Lon- 
don as joint lead managers 
announce the opening of the 
private placement subscrip- 
tion period for the increase of 
capital of Societe des Grands 
Hotels du Liban SAL in 
January 1996 and until March 
21th. 1996. 

According to Mr. Yasser 
Toukan. projects manager at 
Union Investment Corpora- 
tion, the total number of sale 
shares in the offering is 
16,750 shares, at an offer 
price of $1,875 per share, of 
which $675 per share is the 
new investors contribution to 
the capita] increase. The total 
placement' will amount to 
$35.64 million, where the 
minimum investment unit is 
150 shares for a total consid- 
eration of $281,250. 

The company owns two 


hotels, the 96-room Ven- 
dome Intercontinental five- 
star hotel, which will begin 
operation in March 1996 and- 
the 572-room Phoenicia In- 
tercontinental Hotel, which 
was the most famous hotel in 
the Middle Hast in the sixties 
and seventies, the reconstruc- 
tion of which will begin in 
1996. ' 

Mr. Toukan added that 
Messrs Mazen and Marwan 
SaJha presented control 86.49 
per cent of the company and 
die selling 31.72 per cent of 
the company to new investors 
in this private placement. 

Upon the closing of the 
private offering, completion 
of the capital increase, and' 
the asset revaluation of the 
company, each investment 
unit will become 45.S95 
shares with a net asset value 
of $6.23 per share. 


ASTA8QS2? CONST. MATERIAL KANO PACTUR INC 

2000 

2400 

1.200 

1.200 

IBS JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

7571 

27635 

3.650 

3.GG0 

JORDAN PH0SPHAI2 MINES 

960 

3059 

3.240 

3.730 

US ARAD POTASH 

150 

807 

b.-lfiG 

5.380 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REPINARY 

2330 

23769 

10-230 

10.200 

900LEB INDUSTRIES 

500 

700 

J .400 

1 .400 

THE INDUSTRIAL COKMkhCIAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 

4880 

17 60S 

3.580 

3.700 

THE JORDAN MOUNTED KILLS 

1800 

3 3660 

7.650 

7.700 

ARAB rRAJlMACKOTLCaL MANUFACTURING 

750 

3295 

4.420 

4.380 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

27f»7 

17053 

6.070 

6.120 

TUB JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

200 

470 

2.360 

2. ISO 

DAA U. DANA DEVELOPMENT & INVESTMENT 

516 

3067 

7.500 

7.500 

ARAB ALUMINIUM SOCSTKt 

550 

1040 

5.320 

5.340 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

71S0 

4219 

.590 

.590 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

7100 

10092 

1.420 

1.430 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

750 

1245 

1.650 

1.660 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

1450 

1484 

1.020 

1.020 

INTERMEDIATE PETHO-CHBMICM- INDUSTRIES 

1000 

1628 

1.640 

1.620 

NATIONAL CABLE 6 WINK hanUFACTURING 

450 

1718 

3.770 

3.830 

XAHiaER INVESTMENT 

100 

15G 

1.5*0 

1.560 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

10750 

34830 

3.240 

3-PSO 

UOJOAK iMDttSTAIAL RESOURCES CO. 

330C 

6559 

2.000 

1.9 B0 

JORDAN NEW CA3L3 COMPANY 

1700 

2367 

1.420 

1.400, . 

ZL-ZAY READY WEAR MANUFACTURING CO. 

13900 

317S2 

2.320 

2.280 

ZXTERXATXCttAL TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 

18750 

25780 

1.390 

1.370, 

CXI os CHEMICAL a VEGATXABLE OR. industry 

IPSO 

1995 

1.600 

1.590 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


zsscsrim 


tUBI) TOTAL 


SBC TO R 


■mw w* 

92434 




ZKDEX NUMBER? 
CHANGE : 


122.35 


694096 INDEX NUMBER: 194.31 
CHANGE L • -0-1 «*': 


NO. OF TRAnJCTl SHARKS IX PARALLEL MARKET 
VJU.UK TKJUJKU IN PARALLEL MARKET 


1 64460 
151918 




1.3606/16 

1. 4428/38 

1.6162/72 

1.1676/86 

29.68/72 

4.9439/89 

1575.6/7.1 

105.00/10 

6.5990/90 

6.3510/60 

5.5753/53 

1.4235/45 

0.7445/50 

7.7328/38 


One sterling $1.5494/04 
One ounce of gold $394.95/395.25 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian -tire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


Malaysia 
Airlines 
gives $4b 
deal to 
Boeing. 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Boeing Co clinched a 54.0 
billion order from Malaysian 
Airline System^- (MAS) 
Tuesday, shutting out rival 
Airbus Industrie from the' 
booming Asia-Pacific market 
for the second time in as 
many months. 

“There could only- be one- 
winner." MAS Chairman Ta- 
judin Ramli told a news con- 
ference after announcing the 
order for 25 passenger jets. 
“We can't afford to have too 
many different types of air- 
craft." 

It was the second mega- 
order won by the Seattle- 
based aircraft manufacturer 
in as many months. In 
November, Singapore Air- 
lines announced a huge $12.7 
trillion contract for 77 new 
Boeing 777-200B passenger 
jets. 

That formed part of 346 
new orders awarded worl- 
dwide to Boeing in 1995, with 
an announced value of $31.23 
billion. 

Mr. Tajudin said the 
orders for 15 Boeing 777s and . 
10 -747-400S would tost 
around 10 billion ringgit ($4.0 
billion) 

Hie first Boeing 777 is ex- 
pected to be delivered in May 
1997 and the first 747-400 in 
September 1997. The remain- 
ing aircraft will be delivered 
on a staggered basis by the 
year 2001. 

. The airline also took an 
option to buy an additional 
three 747-400S and two 777S. 

Mr. Tajudin said Rolls 
Rdyce engines would power 
the ‘Boeing 777 aircraft. The 
Boeing 747t400S would use 
engines made. -by United 
Technologies unit Ptatt Whit- 
ney. 

Rolls Royce said in a state- 
ment from Singapore the 
order was worth $475 million. 

Mr. Tajudin denied the 
order was awarded to Boeing 
instead* of* fhe Toulouse. 
France, - based Airbus be- 
cause of a row with France 
over landing rights in that 
country for MAS. 

"The only signal is that this 
(Boeing) is the one that 
meets our particular needs,” 
he said. 

McDonnell Douglas Corp 
also put in a losing bid for the 
Malaysian purchase. 


, F - 

k A review of new s from the Arabic press ! 

Jordanians prefer foreign 
currencies despite higher 
interest rates on the dinar 

☆☆ JORDANIANS STILL prefer to hold foreign curren- 
cies despite high interest rates on the dinar to make it more 
attractive for investment, former Central Bank deputy 
governor Maher Shukri says. He notes that foreign 
currency deposits at licensed banks had risen by 10.9 per 
cent, or the equivalent of JD 214 million, during the first 
nine months of 1995 out of a total increase in deposits by 
JD 282.5 million or 5-2 per cent. This means that deposits 
m dinars only increased by 2.1 per cent only or JD 68.5 
million. 

Dr. Shukri. who is now vice chairman and general 
manager of the Amman Bank for Investment, says that 
interest rates have risen sharply and the trend is still for 
higher levels or at least expected to remain high for a 
period that could prove to be extended. He points out that 
the real interest (the market rate less than the rate of 
inflation) on short-term dinar deposits, which has reached 
five per cent, is extremely high by all standards as it 
competes with real interest rates on main foreign currencies 
in addition to a margin of no less than two per cent to 
encourage Jordanians to save in dinars. 

Dr. Shukri indicates that the preference of Jordanians to 
hold their savings in dollars instead of dinars and to cover 
their needs for dinars by borrowing will put pressure on 
interest rates to rise further. "This can bring up the penalty 
for investing in dollars to levels exceeding the prevailing 
range between five to nine per cent and, as such, force ! 
people to return to dinars after losing the penalty in light of ! 
the stability of the Jordanian dinar,” he explains. Under 
the trend for higher interest rates. Dr. Shukri says, 
investing in long-term bonds and even in shares, will be 
more risky and will result in more losses. 

According to the senior banker, the monetary policy has 
resulted in higher investment and borrowing costs. He 
explains that the cost of money for banks has reached 10.75 
per cent and that “if any bank places half of the liquidity it 
obtains from other banks into certificates of deposits in 
dinars it should extend credit at an interest rate of 18.5 per 
cent to ach'ieve an adequate three per cent profit. 

Noting that the declared growth for 1995 is six per cent 
and that the natural population growth is 3.5 per cent. Dr. 
Shukri says that the difference of 2.5 per cent growth 
should, relatively speaking, be felt by the people in better 
living standards- But, he adds, such an improvement is not 
showing and, instead, living standards are retreating and 
the purchasing power is falling to such a level that poverty 
is on the rise. 

He attributes this situation to two factors; first, price 
levels and the rate of inflation are higher than what is being 
announced. Second, he points out, is that the distribution 
of wealth is uneven in the society with a small minority 
holding most of the wealth. 

Reviewing other economic sectors, the banker sees the 
markets in Iraq. Egypt, Syria and the Arab Gulf as more 
important for the Jordanian economy than the Israeli 
market and he indicates that because of the prevailing 
situation in Iraq and other factors resulting from the Gulf 
war, nearly 40 pef cent of Jordan's industrial capacity is not 
utilised. 

He adds that the greatest challenge yet to come is the 
competition' that will be faced by the Jordanian industries 
upon entering the international markets through the World 
Trade Organisation (A1 Aswaq). 
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Weah named FIFA Player of the Year 


MILAN (AFP) — George 
Weah, who once played soc-. 
cer with a ball made of rags 
on the poor streets of Monro- 
via. was voted FIFA's ’1995 
World Player of the Year’ 
here Monday night. 

Weah garnered a total of 
.170 votes, more than double 
those polled by his two rivals, 
AC Milan teammate Paolo 
Maldini (80) and Bayern 
Munich ace Jurgen Klins- 
mann (58).' 

But -the modest Liberian 
immediately turned the spot- 
light away horn himself, call- 
ing onstage his former coach 
at Monaco — Arsene Wen- 


ger. 


‘I love a lot of people." 
Weah said. “My family, my 
friends and the people I play 
with. But when I came to 
Europe, you were a father to 
me. I stayed for five wonder- 
ful years and you made me a 
professional. 1 ’ 

After handing Wenger a 
personal gift. Weah added: 
“A good man should be re- 
warded and I can't pay for 
what he gave me. He always 
told me: “If you work with 
me. one day you'll be a great 
player." 

It was an emotional tribute 
to Wenger, one of France's 
finest coaches, who has since 
moved to Japan. 

Weah. who has also been 
voted ‘Player of the Year’ by 
the African Football Confed- 
eration and 'European Player 
of the Year" by France Foot- 
ball magazine, was picking up 
his second prize of the even- 
ing. 

Minutes earlier, he had re- 
ceived 'The Golden Star’ 
award as best African foot- 
baller. from Afrique Football 
magazine. 

“I'm really happy, really 
satisfied, but I don’t want 
that feeling to stop me from 
working hard," he said. 

1 want work harder. I pray 
to God that all these awards 
don't change me and that i 
stay the same George Weah 
and don't think that I'm bet- 
ter than everyone else. 

"I want to be a symbol for 
African football, to be a good 



club so far this reason. Weah 
has already established him- 
self as coach Fabio Capello’s 
first choice as centre- 
forward, backed up by Bag- 
gio and Montenegrin Dejan 
Savicevic. 

The FIFA award is decided 
by votes from about a 100 
national coaches around the 
world, who are asked to give 
their first, second and third 
choices. 

The evening, organised 
here as part of the centenary 
celebrations for the Milan- 
based Gazzette Dello Sport 
newspaper, also saw French- 


man J acqu es Glassman pick 
up the FIFA Fairplay Award 


for revealing the French first 
division Marseille- 
Valenciennes match-rigging 
scandal in 1993. 

Glassmann, visibly moved, 
thanked FIFA “for thinking 
of me.” 

After leaving Valencien- 
nes. where his contract was 
not renewed, Glassmann 
failed to find another club in 
his own country. He is now in 
virtual exile on the French 
island of La Reunion in the 
Indian Ocean. 


AC Milan’s Liberian striker George Weah 
(left) receives an award after he was named 
Work! Player of the Year by FIFA at a 
ceremony in Milan on Monday. The recogni- 
tion rounded off an extraordinary year for 


Weah, acclaimed as “King George" in Italy 
and already voted European and African 
player of the year, who joined Milan this 
season from Paris St. Ge rmain (Reuters photo) 


The Gazzetta handed out 
two prizes of its own, a career 
award for AC Milan and Ita- 
ly's defensive veteran Franco 
llaresi, now 35, and an award 
for the best emerging player 
in Italy. Juventus' talented 
21 -year-old playmaker Ales- 
sandro Del Piero. 

Further FIFA prizes went 
to World Cup holders Brazil, 
as best team, and Jamaica, as 
best mover, after soaring up* 
the FIFA rankings — from 96 
to 40. 

Top ten players in the 
FIFA player of the year 
award made Monday: 


example to young players — 
that hard work and discipline 
can make you someone.” 
Weah. who will be playing 
in the African Nations Cup 
which starts in South Africa 
next weekend, follows in the 


footsteps of four previous 
FIFA winners — Brazilian 
Romario, Italy's Roberto 
Baggio. Dutchman Marco 
Van Basten and German 
Lothar Matthaus. 

Weah has risen to the chal- 


lenge of the world's top foot- 
ball championship, the Ita- 
lian Sene A. following his 
move from French side Paris 
St. Germain during the sum- 
mer. 

With 10 goals for his new 


1. George Weah (Lib) 170 

2. Paolo Maldini (lta) 80 

3. Jurgen Klinsmann (Ger) 58 

4. Romario (Braj 50 

5. Roberto Baggio (lta) 49 

6. Hristo Stoichkov <Bul) 37 

7. Ivan Luis Zamorano (Chile) 
36 

8. Jnninho (Bra) 28 

9. Matthias Summer (Ger) 23 

10. Michael Laud rap (Den) 20 

11. Gianfranco Zola (lta) 20 


African Nations’ Cup troubled as Guinea officially withdraw 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
' — The troubled build-up to 
the African Nations Cup con- 
itinued Monday when Guinea 
officially withdrew from the 
tournament which starts here 
on Saturday. 

Guinea had been selected 
by the African Football Con- 
federation (CAF) to replace 
defending champions Niger- 
ia. who withdrew at the 
weekend citing fears for the 
safety of their players. 

CAF spokesman Ismail 
Bhamjee told AFP that an 


emergency meeting of the 
cup organising committee on 
Tuesday morning would de- 
cide which country joins 
Zaire, Gabon and Liberia in 
Group C. 

Guinea, chosen because 
they had the best record of 
the non-qualifiers for the 16- 
team African showpiece, 
gave no official reason for 
declining an invitation to play 
in the Indian Ocean city of 
Durban. 

But CAF sources said dose 
political lies between the 


country and Nigeria probably 
contributed to a change of 
heart after the Guineans in- 


ists last November drew 
sharp critidsm from South 
Africa. 


Malawi and Morocco. 


itially agreed to travel. 

The Guinean ambassador 


to Egypt, Mohammad 
Kourouma, told an offidal at 
the Cairo headquarters of the 
CAF that his country did not 
have suffident time to pre- 
pare. 

Observers also believe - 
there were political under- 
tones behind the withdrawal 
of Nigeria, whose execution 
of nine minority rights activ- 


President Nelson Mandela 
led international condemna- 
tion of the hangings and cal- 
led for an oil embargo of the 
mineral-rich west African 
state. 


But South Africa's SAPA 
news agency reported Bham- 
jee hinting at a country closer 
to South Africa, which could 
lead to Zimbabwe making a 
first appearance at the 
tournament. 


Uganda are next in line for 
a call-up if the CAF con- 
tinues to seek a replacement 
among countries who 
finished in the qualifying 
groups, followed by Senegal. 


Zaire, favourites to win 
Group C after Nigeria pulled 
out, are the only finalists to 
have arrived with coach Mun- 
shin Ertugal saying a semi- 
final spot is within the capabi- 
lities of his young squad. 


Tunisians brimming 
with optimism 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Fixtures for the 1996 
African Nations' Cup finals in South Africa from Jan. 13 to 
Feb. 3. 


All times local (GMT plus two hours). 


TUNIS (R) — The Tunisian team is again brimming with 
optimism going into the African Nations Cup’ finals despite 
being dogged by problems in recent months. 

They beat French team Olympique Marseille last month 
in a friendly match to boost their confidence, but -even so 
are not seriously expected to cause a major upset in the 
tournament, which opens in South Africa this Saturday. 

The Tunisians are placed in rough Group D in Port 
Elizabeth with former winners Ghana, the Ivory Coast and 
outsiders Mozambique. 

Their star player Jamel Limam played down their 
chances when he admitted: “Tunisia is just a challenger." 

Their preparations for Africa's soccer showpiece had 
started with pessimism: Six senior players said they would 
not be able to go to South Africa because of injuries, and 
defeat in a friendly against Zambia in Lusaka last month 
brought gloomy predictions in the Tunisian press of a 
possible cams trophy. 

To add to their difficulties, the schedule of matches at 
the Nations' Cup finals partly coincides with the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan. 

The Tunisian team's 6-1 victory over Marseille on 
December 28 did cause a surge of optimism. 

“There are good chances for Tunisia to go very far in the 
finals,” Marseille’s coach Gerard Gili predicted after his 
club's defeat in Tunis. 

But Tunisia’s coach Henry Kasperczak was much cau- 
tious. 

“The result is just able to make players regain confi- 
dence... but one should keep cool.” the Polish-bom coach 
said. 

Kasperczak has put the team through an intensive 
training regime, including trips to Morocco and Egypt to 
try to get betteT coordination between the players, several 
of them newcomers. 


Group A 

(Johannesburg unless stated) 


Jan. 13 — South Africa v Cameroon 1500: Jan 15 — 
Egypt v Angola 2000; Jan. 18 — Cameroon v Egypt 2000; 
Jan. 20 — South Africa v Angola 1430: Jan. 24 — South 
Africa v Egypt 1430: Cameroon v Angola 1430 (Durban). 


Doubts 

surround 

Egyptian 

effectiveness 


Group B 

(Bloemfontein unless stated) 


Jan. 14 — Zambia v Algeria 1430: Jan. 15 — Sierra Leon 
v Brukina Faso 1430; Jan. 18 — Algeria v Sierra Leon 
1430; Jan. 20 — Zambia v Burkina Faso 2000; Jan. 24 — 
Zambia v Sierra Leone 2000; Algeria v Burkina Faso 2000 
(Port Elizabeth). 


Group C 

(Durban unless stated) 


Jan. 14 — AN Other v Zaire 2000; Jan. 16 — Gabon v 
Liberia. 2000; Jan. 19 — Zaire v Gabon 2000; Jan. 21 — 
AN Other v Liberia 2000; Jan. 25 — AN Other v Gabon 
1430; Zaire v Liberia 1430 (Johannesburg). 


Group D 

(Port Elizabeth unless stated) 


Jan. 14 — Ivory Coast v Ghana 1700; Jan. 16— Tunisia v 
Mozambique 1430: Jan. 19 — Ghana v Tunisia 1430: Jan. 
21 — Ivory Coast v Mozambique 1430: Jan. 25 — Ivory 
Coast v Tunisia 2000: Ghana v Mozambique 2000 (Bloem- 
fontein). 


Quarter-finals 
Match 1 (Johannesburg) 

Jan. 27 — Winners A v runners-up B 1430 


Zaire avoid tough start 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Zaire have avoided a 
potentially rough start to the 
African Nations' Cup in Dur- 
ban after defending cham- 
pions Nigeria pulled out of 
the event. 

The countries met at the 
quarter-finals stage of othe 
previous two tournaments 
with the Nigerians winning 
1-0 in Senegal and 2-0 in 
Tunisia through goals from 
Ra&hidi Yekini. 

Belgian-based Zairean 
captain and midfielder 
Kabcya Mukanya, whose 
forceful personality extends 
to ignoring instructions from 
the national coach, believes 
the Leopards can progress 
beyond the last eight. 


With thousands of his 
countrymen now living in 
South Africa, they should be 
among the best supported 
teams and could justify the 
"dark horses" tag placed on 
them bv international obser- 


Matcfi 2 (Bloemfontein) 

Jan. 27 — Winners B v runners-up A 2000 

Match 3 (Port Elizabeth) 

Jan. 28 — Winners D v runners-up C 1430 

Match 4 (Durban) 

Jan. 28 — Winners C v runnere-up D 2000 


vers. 

Yet. one year ago, Zaire 
appeared out of the running 
for a place at the biggest 
soccer show staged in Africa 
following a home draw with 
Malawi and losses in Came- 
roon and Zimbabwe. 

In a remarkable turnar- 
ound. the Leopards travelled 
to previously unbeaten Mala- 
wi and won through a goal 
from Liombia Essende. 
another professional from 
Belgium. 


Semi-finals 
Match 5 (Durban) 


Jan. 31 — Winners 2 v winners 3 1430 


Match 6 (Johannesburg) 
Jan. 31 — Winners 1 v winners 4 2000 


Third place (Johannesburg) 
Feb. 3 — Losers 5 v losers 6 1330 


Final (Johannesburg) 
Feb. 3 — Winners 5 v winners 6 1630 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Although Egypt were the 
most impressive qualifiers for 
the African Nations' Cup. 
doubts remain as to the real 
strength of the three-time 
champions. 

In slamming six goals past 
Uganda and five past Tanza- 
nia and Ethiopia, the Phar- 
aohs looked awesome, but 
they only drew at home and 
lost away to middiweights 
Algeria. 

The one-goal loss in 
Algiers could be explained by 
the last-minute resignation of 
Dutch coach No! de Ruiter. 
who feared for his safety in a 
city hit by civil war. 

With Mohsen Salah in 
charge and 100.000 suppor- 
ters backing them, the Phar- 
aohs were expected to exact 
revenge at home. They strug- 
gled, however, and had to 
come from behind to snatch a 
point. 

£gypt then unleased their 
frustrations on Uganda, who 
were buried under an avalan- 
che of goals with Ahmed AI 
Kass getting three to finish 
leading scorer in the qual- 
ifying competition. 

The national team used to 
consist almost exclusively of 
players from Cairo giants 
Zamalek and AI Ahly, but 
under Salah the net 
broadened considerably. 

This policy has been main- 
tained by Ruud Krol, a 
Dutch star form the Johan 
Cryuff era. who moved in 
above Salah after guiding 
Egypt to the All-Africa 
Games gold medal. 

Krol relies heavily on local 
talent with the major excep- 
tion being Hnai Ramzy. a 
polished defender whose out- 
standing performances at the 
1990 World Cup earned him 
contracts in Switzerland and 
Germany. 


Ekaterina Gordeeva a lonel 


soul after death of Grinko 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Ekaterina Gordeeva 
cuts a lonely figure at Moscow’s CSKA Ice 
Palace these days. She works out not to 
prepare for competition but to take her mind 
off the death of her husband and skating 
partner. -Sergei Grinkov. 

“I did not come here to practise,” said 
Gordeeva. “I just come here to skate - I can't 
stay home all the time. It’s too depressing. I 
need to do something to keep my mind off all 
the things that happened to me recently." 

Grinkov died of heart failure while the 
couple was practising on November 20 in 
Lake Pladd, New York. He was buried in 
Moscow after a funeral service on the rink at 
CSKA. 

The arena was home to Gordeeva for over a 
decade, after she first came to train with 
Stanislav Zhuk aged 12. The renowned Soviet 
coach paired her with Grinkov, four years her 
senior, and in 18 months the couple won their 
first world title, in 1986 in Switzerland. 

Now she skates alone. 

“I come here almost daily while my mother 
babysits for Daria, who is 3 years and 3 
months old," said Gordeeva, currently living 
with her parents, who help look after her 
daughter. — 

“I started to skate at CSKA, and almost my 
entire athletic career was spent here. I know 
everyone here and people know me very well. 
They comfort me. I feel better here than just 
sitting at home, doing nothing," she explains. 

The 24-year-old stole the hearts of skating 
fans the world over when she and Grinkov 
skated to their first world title, she charmed 
them all with her looks, bubbly personality 
and ever-present smile, even after the mosi 
difficult on-ice performances. 

But the smile is gone with the loss of 
Grinkov and she now looks older than her 


years. 

“I don't know what I'll do in the future. 
Probably, I'll continue to skate because this is 
the only thing I've done my whole life and I 
don't know anything else. Although, it is hard 
for me to say at this moment, where, when 
and in what capacity I'll resume my skating,” 
she explains tearfully. 

More concrete answers about her skating 
future will have to wait for the hurt to fade a 
little, but coach Zhuk believes she can return 


to competition. 

“I think it’s possible for Ekaterina 
back with a different partner if she 
to.” said Zhuk. “Not only in profess 
1 shows but in competition as well." 

He said it is a common for a skate] 
change partners mid-career. But it is .. 
rarer for a couple, after winning world 
Olympic titles, to split and then 
similar success with new partners. 

One who did succeed is Gordeeva’ 
patriot Irina Rodnina, three-time 01 
and 10-time world pairs champion, " 
also coached by Zhuk. 

Rodnina and her partner. Alexei 
separate after winning the gold at 
Sapporo Olympics, when Ulanov fell j 
with another skater whom he even 
married. 

Soviet sports leaders ordered figure 
specialists to do a country-wide 
replace Ulanov. 

“We tried about a dozen different _ 
before looking at Alexander (Zaitsev), 
Zhuk. “Zaitsev was about to give up sf 
as he was deemed a lousy prospect 
coaches.” 

But Zhuk's intuition paid dividents aim, 
immediately. . 

“In 10 months, ‘Sasha’ went from a beg? 
ner to world champion.” he reminixi 
Rodnina and Zaitsev went on to win^ 
Olympic and eight world titles in the 
and 80s. 

But Zhuk said it would be much less 
that Gordeeva could make the switch 
pairs to singles skating. 

Gordeeva says she will stay in Moscow 
mid-January, before going to the Ui 
States with her daughter. 

“I’ll stay there with my coach (Mi 
Zueva). We know each other very well 
I’m most comfortable with her,” she i 
“She’ll help me cope with the situation 
give advice on my skating future.” .. 

Until Grinkov's death, the coach and 
young family rented a house together 
outside Harford. Connecticut while the 
pie skated with the Stars on Ice show. _ 

The show is putting on a benefit perioral 
ance Feb. 27 in Harford, with all procee 
going to Gordeeva and her daughter. 
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Andre Agassi with his shaven head during a Vegas, U.S., and is confident of bolding on 
press conference on Monday, before the Au- his Australian Open title. Agassi defeated Fe 
stralian Open tennis tournament, which starts Sampras in the final last year, despite havii 
Jan. 15 in Melbourne. Agassi said he shaved played only one tournament in four mood 
his head jnst before leaving his home in Las (Reuters photo) 


Ivanisevic wins, Hingis loses tempe 

DNFV I I? 1 t.m n .i i-i. . ’ 


Greg 


SYDNEY (R) — Men's top 
seed Goran Ivanisevic 
blasted his way into round 
two of the Peters Internation- 
al on Tuesday as Swiss pro- 
digy Martina Hingis lost her 
temper and her first round 
match. 

Mildly surprised not to be 
seeded, world number 19 
Hingis let four match points 
slip as eight seed Naoko 
Sawamalsu of Japan ground 
out a 6-4. 2-6, 7-5 win. 

Canadian-born 
Rusedksi of Britain out- 
m use led Dutch second seed 
Richard Krajicek 7-6 (7-4). 
7-6 (8-6) but world number 
10 Ivanisevic was barelv ex- 
tended in a 6-3. 6-3 triumph 
over Germany’s David Prino- 
sil. who only arrived in Syd- 
ney on Tuesday morning af- 
ter making the semi-finals of 
the Qatar Open at the 
weekend. 

His late arrival hurt him as 
Ivanisevic raced to a 4-0 lead 
after only 10 minutes. 

Ivanisevic is on a roll in the 
lead-up to next week's Au- 
stralian Open, the first Grand 
Slam tournament of the year. 
He. andJLu 



won last 
up team 


event in Penh, while the 24- 
year-old Croat also picked up 
$1,623 million for winning 
the Grand Slam Cup in 
Munich last month. 

“Since the Grand Slam 
Cup I've started to play very 
good tennis." Ivanisevic said. 

”1 know I am playing the 
best tennis I ever have at the 
beginning qf a year. My wish, 
my goal this year is to win a* 
Grand Slam tournament.” 

Ivanisevic also said he had 
donated $100,000 of his 
Munich winnings to a chil- 
dren’s foundation he sup- 
ports in Croatia. 

"Maybe I’ll also buv a new 
car. A porsche. Turbo,” he 
said. 

Hingis staned slowlv, pick- 
ed up gear and then faltered 
badly against world number 
17 Sawamatsu. The Swiss 
teenager seemed headed for 
victory after winning the 
second set but was as stunned 
as the 7.000 centre court 
crowd by her opponent's 
tenacity. 

Hingis had three match 
points on sene in the 10th 
game of the third set but 
Sawamatsu saved them all 
and then broke serve to level 


the set at 5-5. 

Hingis had earned a wa ■ 
ing from chair umpire Ti 
Gaston earlier in the third 
for throwing her racket. 

After dropping anotl 
match point in the 11 th ga 

Hingis threw her racket 

disgust again, although G . 
ton did not penalise her fo 
second offence. 


Hingis did not think i 
outbursts were terribly 


nous. 

“The racket isn't broker 
it’s no problem,” Hingis s* 
'Tm not the only one * 
does those things. Marc R 
set and Goran did it at 
Hopman Cup.” 

Hingis’s Hopman C 
partner Rosset withdt: 
from this event after breaks 
a bone in his right hand JA 


a win: in uia r,1 

ching an advertising hoard 
during last Saturday’s n 


against Croatia. \ 

While only two of the ei- 
men's seeds remain after * 
first round, women’s top sft; 
Monica Seles makes her 
appearance of the tour^ 
ment against DominKfc 
Monami of Belgium » 
Wednesday afternoon. 
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ifitchell Bulkr of the Washington Bullets (left) 
Jrives towards the hoop guarded by Michael 
Zage of the Cleveland Cavaliers, during the 


first half action at Gund Arena (Renters 
photo) 


Stockton saves the day from 
tong range in win over Heat 


ALT LAKE CITY (R) — 
ShnStockton sank two huge 
tickets at the end, including 
desperation jumper at the 
traer. to help the Utah Jazz 
aap. Ji two-game skid with a 
jtetory Monday over 
ie^BGami Heat. 


surge as Bobby Phills scored 
25 points and Chris Mills and 
Terrell Brandon added 23 
apiece as Cleveland beat the 
ouunanned Washington Bul- 
lets at home for the 10th 
straight rime, 109-91. 

The Cavaliers remain one 




i m M 


^®$Sfcton tied the gameUt of the hottest teams in the 
L : with a three-pointer NBA. having won 18 of their 


16 seconds to play, 
i’s Alonzo Mourning 
i a short hook shot and 
Jazz called timeout with 
seconds to go. 
IpRookie Greg Ostertag in- 
Bounded to Stockton, who 
gfepped underneath Bimbo 
W Jptes and sank a jumper 
W the top left side of the 

Sr J8|r?We feel fortunate to win 
JaBIxat. one.” Stockton said. 

4lgyou. can’t count on those 
to win many games, but 
one fell and it's nice to 

'''Jj j j ml rL' 3 ^ rea ^ 

• Malone scored 32 
and Stockton had 27 

winners. 

teams were horren- 
from the line, missing a 
39 free throws. 
4- *^ P^ ^P^ Jazz were 33 -of-53 while 
Heat made just 13-of-32. 
a 4-for-17 effort by 

• • who finished with 

'^^ MBI ^Therc is no explanation 
•' the way we are shooting 

throws,” guard Kevin 
tumble said. “You know 
iionzo missed some early 
ten probably started think- 
ig about .them and he had 
■ pportunities to make 
tern.” 

Coles added 18 points and 
illy Owens !7 for the Heat. 
“To tell you the truth, this 
„uiis. ohhh, ohhh it hurts.” 

. I £. louming said. “I lost the 
>i '- * ime... 1 lost the game. My 

tainmares did everything 
ossible to win and I was like 
tumour out there.” 
Stockton, who was 10-of- 
1 from the line, hit four 
raight foul shots to cut the 
eficit to a point before 
hwens hit a jumper to make 
91-88. Malone and Mourn- 
>g traded free throws before 
tockton’s three-pointer 
ointer tied the game. 

Malone added’ seven re- 
ounds and was 15-of-28 
the line. 


last 24 games since an 0-7 
start. 

Juwan Howard scored 23 
points for Washington, which 
dressed just eight players for 
the game and was without 
starters Robert Pack and 
Chris Webber. Pack was 
scratched from the lineup 
with a bruised nerve in his 
foot, while Webber sat out 
his fifth straight game with a 
left shoulder injury. 

“It’s tough when you’re 
playing a team like Cleveland 


on their homecourr with 8 
guys, ^"Howard said. 

The Cavs opened the 
second quarter with a 14-6 
run, which opened up a 40-28 
advantage. 

“If we come out early and 
play tough, we have a good 
chance to win," Mills said. 
“Washington was underman- 
ned, but we took advantage 
of it." 

The Cavs made a believer 
out of Bullets coach Jim 
Lynam. 

“I thought they were terri- 
fic,” Lynam said. “They shot 
the ball extremely well and 
they're tough for us to 
guard.” 

The Orlando Magic game 
against the 76ers in Phi- 
ladelphia was postponed due 
to a snowstorm that has para- 
lysed the area. 


RESULTS 


Cleveland 

Utah 


Washington 

Miami 


In Cleveland, the surpris- j 
■g Cavaliers continued their [ 


Orlando at Philadelphia, postponed 


FOR RENT 

Two deluxe adjacent fully-furnished apartments located on the 
second floor (roof) ot a modem building in the best part of 
Amman, Al Rabia, Jawa St. Building No. 4, south of the 
Baptist School. The first apartment consists of 3 large 
bedrooms. 2 toilets, salon & dining , 19 sq.m, veranda with 
breathtaking view of town. The second apartment consists of 
two bedrooms, large salon & dining, toilet, large store room, 
wall to wall carpeting. Both apartments have telephone , 
central hot water S heating system , fully -furnished kitchen. 

Calf telefax 662025 Mr. Sha'ban for appointment 


An international organization seeks to employ 
an efficient 

SECRETARY 

On full time basis for a small office. 
Requirements: Completion of secondary 
education and at least 1 year secretarial 
course. Several years of experience in 
secretarial work. Excellent command of spoken 
and written English and Arabic, excellent typing 
skills and experienced with PC ( WinWord, 
Excel, Access ). 

Please send your CV by Fax to: 830421 


CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Premier League’s 17th 
week kicks off today 

Faisali, Wihdat clash Friday 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s Premier League soccer 
competition enters its 17th week Wednesday and fans will 
be looking forward to the match of the season when 
tideholders Al Wihdat meet former champions AI Faisali at 
Amman Stadium Friday. 

The Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) will be hoping that 
Friday’s weather will be fair so that they will not have to 
move the match from Amman Stadium to the adjacent, 
much smaller Petra Stadium. This has been the case 
whenever there were heavy rains as large pools of water 
filled the capital's only international stadium making it 
impossible to go on with a match. In Friday’s case fans and 
the JSF stand to lose a lot as over 10,000 fans usually attend 
the top two teams’ dash. 

The result of the match is crucial to both teams as they 
are tied with 32 points each, just two points away from 
leaders Al Ramtha. 

Al Ramtha meanwhile, have a good chance to maintain 
their lead when play 9th place Al Baqaa on Thursday. 
However, nothing can be taken for granted as Al Baqaa 
need to win their upcoming matches to move out of the 
relegation zone. Al Ramtha bad such an upset when they 
were held to a 0-0 draw with Al Jazireh last week. 

Bottom of the table Russeifa meet Al Jazireh in the 
week’s opening match Wednesday hoping to eam a draw at 
the least to get their firet point in the standings. 

Last week's biggest winners, Al Qadissieh, who moved 
up to fourth place after their 6-0 win over Al Baqaa this 
week face Kufrsoum. another ambitious team playing their 
second season in the country's prestigious league. 

Meanwhile, Al Hussein have a match against Sahab. 
However, it was not yet dear if the team from Irbid would 
show up. Al Hussein had lodged a complaint with the JSF 
after their 1-0 loss to Al Faisali last week following which 
they dropped to sixth after maintaining a leading position 
for most of the competition. 

It would not be surprising if Al Hussein fail to show up 
for their match if the JSF does not seriously consider their 
complaint of an off-side goal and referee bias. 

In another match Al Ahli, just outside the relegation 
zone in the 8th place, meet Al Jalil who are bound to be 
relegated unless they win their remaining matches. 

Schedule of 17th week 
(All matches are at 2:30 p.m.) 

Jazireh-Russeifah.: Wed. 10/1 (Amman) 

Baqaa- Ramtha Thurs. 11/1 (Salt) 

Qadissieh-Kufrsoum Thurs. 11/1 (Amman) 

Hussein-Sahab Fri 12/1 (Irbid) 

Wihdat-Faisali Fri. 12/1 (Amman) 

Ahli-Jalil Fri. 12/1 (Salt) 

STANDINGS BEFORE 17TH WEEK 


Ramtha 

Wftdal 

Fatsafi 

Qadissieh 

Kafrsotnn 

H ossein 

Jazireh 

Ahli 

Baqaa 

Sahab 

Jam 

Rosseifah 


16 10 


2 

2 30 

2 26 

4 27 

2 23 

4 31 

5 27 

5 22 

8 22 

7 12 

12 19 

16 IS 


6 

30 IS 

26 11 

27 IS 


23 14 

31 IS 

27 22 

22 19 

22 29 

12 24 


6 34 

IS 32 

11 32 

15 30 

14 28 





FLAT FOR RENT 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED. 

Rabia, 2 bedrooms + master bedroom 

+ 2 bathrooms + living room + salon + 
fully equipped kitchen + garage + 
telephone + central heating + storage 
room + basement. First floor. _ 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CALL . 

3-14470 . 




200 Tears 090 - 
Connoisseurs - 
Preferred to dine 
in imperial settings 
Today, they - 

SHIICai 

Now they con order 

Fillet Entrecote 

(Beef on Jhrino Flame ) 


^ -r/ 

L\elnsi\c u*t nlTordiible ^ 

I'ui ino Restaurant - Sivcifi\el) - S63944 




Jordan's Yazeed Adas in action against world dumphin Jansher P«n of 
second day of the Asian Squash Championship 


Pakistan 00 the 


Jordan's Mohammad Saeed wins: 
Pakistan's players easily advance 


By a Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Competition began to narrow down to 
the top contenders as the 8tb Asian Squash Cham- 
pionship entered its second day Tuesday. 

Jordan’s Mohammad Saeed beat Jackie Lee of 
Hong Kong 3/0 making up for the expected defeats 
of teammates Hamed Saeed to India’s Arian Singh 
3/0 (10-9, 9-0, 10-5) and Yazeed Adas’ 3/0 (9-1. 94), 
9-0) loss to top ranked Jansher Khan of Pakistan. 

The top ranked Pakistani players all won. as 
Mirzaman Gul beat Jordan’s Wa’el Tabaiai 3/0. 
Teammate Zubair Khan defeated Kuwait's Adel Al 
Gbareeb 3/1. Zubair’s brother Zarak Khan beat 
Hong Kong’s John Choi 3/0. 

Abo advancing on Tuesday was Malaysia's Ken- 
neth Low who beat Singapore’s Ernest Tan 3/1 and 
Abdul Fahim Khan of Hong Kong, 3/0 winner over 
Singapore’s Mohammad Raal. 

In women’s matches, top ranked Misha Jhangir 
of India beat Jordan’s Samia Hindi; Malaysia’s 
Sharon Wee overcame Hong Kong's Irus Chung; 
Singapore’s Millie Moy beat India’s Mekbals Sob- 
adar; Singapore’s Lina Ong defeated Malaysia's 


Kuan Choylin; Hong Kong’s Rebecca Chiu beat 
India's Sumangli Krishnan; Malaysia’s Leong 
Siulynn beast Singapore's Serene Lee; Hong Kong’s 
Cristina Mak defeated Lebanon’s Shareefa Ezddui 
and Carrie Yeo of Malaysia beat Lebanon’s Zcnah 
Frumane. 

The 13 participating teams represent Bahrain, 
Hong Kong, India, South Korea, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Palestine, Sri Lanka, Singa- 
pore, Taiwan and Jordan. 

The Kingdom’s national team indndes Hamed 
Saeed, Mohammad Saeed, Yazeed Adas, Wa’el 
Tabaiai. Samia Al Hindi and Aiwa Saeed as well as 
Qotaiba Taha and Yazan Abdul Rauf will be 


playing on individual basis. 
Jordan’s best result in the 


Jordan’s best result in the Asian Championship , 
was tbe fourth place finish in the 1988 championship 
which was held in Kuwait with 13 countries taking 1 
part. However in the last championship held in 
Malaysia in 1994 Jordan's ranking dropped to 
seventh. 

Pakistan, tbe world champion for the past de- 
cade, is Asia’s top ranked team followed by 
Malaysia, Hong Kong, India, Singapore, Kuwait 
and Jordan. 


World champion Jansher Khan 
might pull out of championship 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Although the 
world’s top ranked player 
did not have any trouble 
overcoming Jordan's 
Yazeed Adas 3/0 on Tues- 
day, fans may not be able 
to see Jansher Khan play- 
ing in the remaining match- 
es of the Asian cham- 
pionship currently under- 
way. 

In an interview with Al 
Ra’i and the Jordan limes, 
the squash star said he had 


undergone tests Tuesday 
morning for a nagging 
backache. Khan said that it 
may be decided Wednes- 
day if he will play the re- 
maining of his singles and 
the team competition 
matches in the week-long 
competition. 

He said he would be 
leaving for Britain after the 
championship before re- 
suming his schedule of pro- 
fessional squash competi- 
tion. 

“I will take some time off 
as I do not want to aggra- 
vate. a possible injury," he 


said. 

Khan expressed his 
happiness at playing his 
first Asian championship in 
Jordan. 

Asked about plans for his 
career in professional 
squash Khan said be would 
be playing for another five 
years before retiring. By 
that 'time his coach and 
brother “will probably 
have prepared another 
champion to continue' 
Pakistan's achievements 
and dominance in tbe sport 

(See separate story). 


Pakistan set to continue 
dominance in squash 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to We Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Playing in the 
8th Asian Squash ChanF 
pionship tbe Pakistani team 
has only one goal in mind: 
to return home with their 
eighth consecutive Asian ti- 
tle. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan limes, team mana- 
ger Sayyed Mohammad 
Fazal did not need to stress 
his players’ readiness for 
the competition. 

Their world rankings 
speak for themselves. 

The Pakistani in- 
cludes World No. 1 Jansher 
Khan, Zarak Jehan Khan 
No. 11, Mir Zaman Gul No. 
30 and Zubair Jehan Khan 
No. 40. 

“We have a very strong 
.team. We are just out of the 
World Open,” noted Mr. 
Fazal who is a squadron 
leader in the Pakistani Air 


Force. “Although we do 
not expect any serious re- 
sistance we however hope 
the competition will be in- 
teresting to all partici- 
pants.” 

Asked about die secret of 
Pakistan’s success and 
world dominance in die 
game of squash Mr. Fazal 
remarked: *‘I don't know. I 
mess it runs in the family,” 
he said referring to the fact 
that the. Khan family had 
dominated the game in 
Pakistan. Reigning cham- 
pion Jansher Khan is 
coached by his brother 
Mohibullah Khan, an ex- 
champion himself. Two 
other players Zarak and 
Zubair are also brothers. 
This had been the case in 
the past as welL 

Mr. Fazal said that a 
. promising number of youn- 
ger players were set to con- 
tinue their country's 
achievements in die game. 
11 of them have been play- 


ing in the junior cham- 
pionship in England. 

The Pakistani team man- 
ager expressed his- federa- 
tion’s willingness to help 
Jordanian squash in any 
way possible. He also 
thanked die Jordan Squash ; 
Federation — the organis- 
ers of the championship 
currently underway. 

Although Pakistan has 
won all of the past seven 
championships, women’s 
squash has yet to score an 
achievement. “Pakistan 
was lagging in women's 
sports during the past yean. 
However Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto has encour- 
aged women's sports and 
we hope to see some im- 
provement in a few yean,” 
said Mr. ftoL He said 
women's sports in his coun- 
try would get a boost as 
Pakistan was doe to host 
the Islamic Women’s Soli- 
darity Games in 1997. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH WRSCH 

C1U4 TrfWAMfdaSinacn,irt 


THE MOST NEGLECTED WORD 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
* A K J 
OQ4 

OKQ864S 

*105 


WEST EA! 

*53 *9 

UK95 O A 

O10 0 A 

+ AKQ9432 *J 
SOUTH 
* Q 10 5 7 6 2 

OJ95 

+ 7 

The bidding: 


EAST 

*94 

<? A 10 8 7 3 
0A72 
* J88 


WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

SNT DU 5* Pan 

Pan DU Pan 5* 

Pan Pan DU Pan 

Pan Paw 

Opening lead: Ten of 0 

In the past quarter century, 
Israel has become a force on the 
world bridge scene. This deal is 
from their match against a strong 
United States team captained by 
Eric RodweJl at tbe recent World 
Olympiad in Albuquerque. 

The auction started the same 
way at both tables, with West open- 


ing a gambling three no trump 
showing a running minor suit and 
little else. Both East converted to 


five clubs over North’s double. 
Where the Israelis sat North-South, 
that became tbe final contract and 
was set on trick. At the other table 
North doubled again, and no one 
can blame South for bidding five 
spades. Unfortunately, North-South 
ran into a buzz-saw. 

West led the ten of diamonds. 
East rose with the ace and returned 
the seven, a suit preference signal 
for tbe higher of the other plain 
suits, in this instance hearts. West 
dutifully shifted to the king of 
hearts, then continued the suit to 
partner's ace. Another diamond was 
ruffed, followed by the ace of chibs. 
That was four down doubled, or 
1,100 to the Israelis. The net sain 
on the deal was 1,000 points, which 
converts to 15 International Match 
Points. 

The Israeli squad, which just 
missed qualifying for the final 
rounds of the Rosenbloora Teams 
with a scare that would have made 
it in every ocher section, won 11 of 
their 12 matches in the consolation 
event to win going away. 


Pierce Brosnan 

as 

James Bond 007 


Snows- i£j0. 2 : 20 . 5.05. 8.30. 10:30 pm 


CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD : 

AMMOUN THEATRE & 

CINEMA/TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Sylvister Stallone 
in 

JUDGE DREDD 
( Time) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

DANGEROUS MINDS 

Show; 5 p.m. 

CONCORD “1” 

DISCLOSURE 
Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6. S:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

* Batman For ever 

Shows: 3:30 S:30 
* ASSASSINS 
Shows: 6, sj:3U 

Adel Imam - Yusra 
In 

NIGHTBIRDS 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 5:30. S. 10:30 



Theplay 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisation 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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King calls on Asians to restructure their economies 


By Alia Toukan 
and Ghalia AJul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday opened t he Stfi 
Asian Ministerial Conference for 
the Group of 77 urging all partic- 
ipating countries to undertake 
serious and clear-sighted mea- 
sures to restructure and rehabili- 
tate their economies in order to 
effectively participate in the 
world economic activity. 

For developing countries to 
reform their economies and build 
a comprehensive socio-economic 
basis, King Hussein said an 
appropriate climate should be 
created for these countries, 
"based on new mechanisms that 
guarantee equitable distribution 
of income among nations, and 
transform international aid from 
grants and imm ediate humanitar- 
ian relief, to real, effective, and 
far-reaching development.” 

The King added that for this to 
be achieved, Asian countries 
must prepare "plans and pro- 
grammes of action, particularly 
those aiming at the developing 
nations that need it most" 
Speaking about indebtedness, 
the King called for serious con- 
sideration of this. issue, saying it 
was a problem 'that burdened 
most developing countries and 
crippled their economies. 

To overcome this problem the 
King urged the Asian group to 
belp transform from dependent 
countries to self-reliant ones, 
adding that they “must think seri- 
ously of means to reduce and 
alleviate the problems of the 
developing nations' debts, to 
enable them to rebuild their 


economies, and relieve the eco- 
nomic and social pressures on 
their citizens," be said 

The alleviation of international 
debt should be realised through 
the implementation of the princi- 
ple of justice in the distribution 
of the benefits of progress among - 
people, tiie King said. 

To frilfrl this aim, the King 
added, that international invest- 
ment had been limited to a small 
number of countries and sectors, 
and that required all Asian coun- 
tries "to undertake an objective 
review of the issue so that the 
maximum number of nations can 
benefit from these investments.” 

The King noted that the flow of 
capital was not the only means of 
investment but also included 
transfer of technology and the 
development of human 
resources. 

The conference which will 
finalise the Amman Declaration 
on Thursday, is preparing for the 
United Nations Conference for 
Track and Development (UNC- 
TAD 9) to be held in South Africa 
in April. 

The ministers will discuss 
issues of unemployment, poverty, 
indebtedness, transfer of technol- 
ogy, and economic cooperation 
among developing countries, as 
well as other issues. 

In the opening ceremony, 
Trevor Manuel, South Africa's 
minister of industry and trade 
called for new thinking in devel- 
opment strategies that emphasise 
cooperation, partnerships and 
consensus. 

Mr. Manuel, whose country is 
hosting UNCTAD 9. added that 
one of the problems of the devel- 
oping world had been its lack of 


policy coherence. 

Thus, he added that UNCTAD 
and specifically the Group of 77, 
representing the developing 
world, ought to articulate their 
problems in a more coherent 
manner. 

Rubens Ricupero, secretary 
general of UNCTAD, said for 
developing countries: to achieve 
successful economic develop- 
ment and growth as well as self- 
reliance, they should adapt their 
own strategies to their own cir- 
cumstances. 

"UNCTAD lays stress on the 
ultimate responsibility of each 
society, and of each government, 
to create the political and macro- 
economic conditions for stability 
and progress,” he said. 

In a press conference, Ali Abul 
Ragheb, mini ster of industry and 
trade, said the ministerial confer- 
ence was aimed at preparing the 
platform for dialogue among 
Asian countries in South Africa 
on technical and substantive 
issues, reassessing the role of 
UNCTAD, as well as consolidat- 
ing cooperation among Asian 
countries. 

At a ministerial round table 
participants discussed pertinent 
issues relating to the future role 
of UNCTAD which Mr. Ricupero 
said should continue to be an 
actiou-oriented agency for devel- 
opment. 

He noted that “UNCTAD has 
been undergoing what might be 
considered as an identity crisis, 
as it struggles to find its compass 
barings in a fast changing world.” 

On key issues that UNCTAD 
should focus on. Mr. Manuel 
called for the reassessment of the 
United Nations as a whole and 
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His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday attends the first session of the meeting of UNCTAD’s Asian group 
at the Palace of Culture (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


for a separate and distinct identi- 
ty for UNCTAD described by 
most ministers as an all-encom- 
passing body for financial, devel- 
opment and trade, among others. 

He also called for early warn- 
ing signals to assess financial 
volatility and the likelihood of 
economic crisis, among UNC- 
TAD countries. 

Other ministers recommended 
that UNCTAD should work 
closely with international institu- 
tions such as the World Trade 


Organisation (WTO), to ensure 
transfer of technology and mar- 
ket access for small and medium 
enterprises, increasing capital 
flows and participation in analy- 
sis. studies and dialogue. 

Masoud Karbasian. the Iranian 
vice-minister of commerce and 
foreign trade and head of the 
Iranian delegation, said that 
development problems encoun- 
tered by Asian countries should 
not be limited to conceptual dis- 
cussions, rather there was a need 


to adopt decisions and lobby for 
their implementation. 

For rapid development, minis- 
ters agreed that UNCTAD should 
hold more dialogue and negotia- 
tions among Asian countries to 
identify areas of common interest 
or conflict 

“UNCTAD needs more dia- 
logue and less formalities,” Mr. 
Karbasian said. 

The conference brings together 
46 Asian countries and 26 United 
Nations bodies. 


Afro- Arab conference urges peaceful 
solutions to regional conflicts 


Erbakan' becomes Turkey’s 
1 st Islamist premier-designate 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Arab and 
African parliamentarians on 
Tuesday expressed hope an 
Afro- Arab conference cur- 
rently convened in Amman 
would help in solving press- 
ing problems and ongoing 
conflicts. 

The Yemeni and Iraqi del- 
egations in particular urged 
the participating delegations 
in the Afro-Arab 
Parliamentary Dialogue 
Conference, which opened 
Monday, to take action to 
bring to an end the five-year 
embargo imposed on Iraq 
and the Yeraen-Eritrean 
conflict over Red Sea 
islands. 

Ali Saleh Abbad. head of 
the Yemeni delegation to the 
conference, stressed that the 
Hanish island captured by 
Eritrea last month is an inte- 
gral pan of Yemen. He 
voiced his country's com- 
mitment not to resort to 
force to regain the island 
and called on participating 
parliamentarians to help 
solve the conflict peaceful- 
ly- . 

1 It is highly dangerous to 
simplify the ongoing con- 
flict between Yemen and 
Eritrea over the Greater 
Hanish island and consider 
it as a bilateral dispute over 
an uninhabited island,” Mr. 
Abbad warned, adding that 
his country was convinced 
“thai Eritrea could not carry 
out such an action alone 
without the instigation of 
other countries and without 
receiving support for imple- 
menting it. 

The Yemeni-Eritrean con- 
flict, sparked in mid- 


December, is a dispute over 
three islands- which control 
access to the straits of Bab 
Al Mandab between the 
Red Sea and the Gulf of 
Aden. Yemen and Eritrea 
had earlier agreed to 
resolve the conflict over 
their maritime borders 
through negotiations. 
Should negotiations fail, 
they will take the case to the 
International Court of 
Justice at the Hague. Egypt, 
an Arab- African country, is 
mediating. 

“The conflict is related to 
international maritime secu- 
rity and affects the security 
of all countries on the Red 
Sea," Mr. Abbad pointed 
out. “There are millions of 
reasons to have good rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries, but they (Eritrea) are 
pushing for a conflict that 
only serves the interests of 
other regional and interna- 
tional forces.” 

*‘I would like-to draw your 
attention to the fact that 
Yemen did not resort until 
now to violence. Its right to 
the Greater Hanish island is 
indisputable... It is a chance 
for Arab and African parlia- 
ments to put the right mech- 
anism to solve conflicts.” 
Most of the delegates 
who tackled the subject 
insisted on approaching the 
issue from an African-Arab 
viewpoint and solving the 
conflict through dialogue 
and negotiations. 

The Iraqi delegation, how- 
ever. argued for a regional 
solution to the Yemeni- 
Eritrean dispute and warned 
against resorting to interna- 
tional mediation. 

“The Yemeni-Eritrean 
conflict should not be inter- 


nationalised,” said Aziz 
Ghanem, bead of the Iraqi 
delegation to the confer- 
ence. “We should be look- 
ing into regional solutions 
for conflicts through our 
regional organisations." 

Mr. Ghanem said bis 
country supports making 
Africa and the Middle East 
regions free of mass 
destruction weapons, but 
that an agreement on this 
issue should not be negoti- 
ated with “the Zionist enti- 
ty.” The focus.of bis speech, 
however, was “the suffering 
of 20 million Iraqis as a 
result of the (five-year-old) 
imposed embargo.” 

African delegates said 
they regretted that parlia- 
mentarians in authoritarian 
states could not solve these 
conflicts and disputes. 
Some delegates focused on 
the need to democratise 
Arab and African countries 
as a means to radically 
eliminating violence and 
aggression. 

Head of the Ugandan del- 
egation, Rebecca Kamaga, 
said that parliamentarians in 
Arab and African countries 
share feelings of frustration 
towards the minimal role 
they can play to influence 
their governments’ policies, 
but called oo participants to 
come up with concrete pro- 
gramme of action for the 
dialogue. 

Arthur Mapicopello, rep- 
resenting Ghana, contended 
that countries invojved in 
armed conflicts were 
authoritarian. He said thai 
an end to the state of aggres- 
sion and violence could 
only be realised when coun- 
tries adopt democracy in 
their political systems. 


“The painful truth is that 
despite the wave of democ- 
ratisation that swept the 
world since 1989, Africa 
and the Arab World still 
abound with authoritarian 
regimes to various degrees. 
This largely explains why 
inter-state and intra-state 
disputes result in aimed 
conflicts. 

“Parliaments in Africa and 
the Arab World can hardly 
play a meaningful role in 
establishing mechanisms 
for (he prevention and set- 
tlement of disputes if most 
of them find themselves 
operating in a non-democra- 
tic environment. Genuine 
democracies in this century’ 
have not waged wars 
against one another while 
this has not been the case 
with Don-democratic coun- 
tries.” 

Abdul Salam Majali, head 
of the Jordanian delegation 
to the conference, insisted 
on dialogue and negotia- 
tions as means of solving 
conflicts. 

In an address at the con- 
ference. the senator and for- 
mer prime minister said that 
parliaments in Africa and 
the Arab World should plan 
appropriate mechanisms to 
help solve ongoing conflicts 
and differences. 

Representatives of the 
Jordanian, Egyptian and 
Gabon parliaments as well 
as the Arab Parliamentary 
Union and the African 
Parliament Union offered 
several proposals to activate 
the Afro-Arab dialogue in 
matters related to settling 
differences in the region and 
making the Middle East and 
Africa free of nuclear and 
mass destruction weapons. 


Iraq wants funds release Barak: Israel won’t seal 
to finance pilgrimage Lebanon’s fate with Syria 


BAGHDAD (AFP) - Iraq 
appealed Tuesday for part 
of its funds frozen in the 
Arab Gulf to be unblocked 
to finance the annual pil- 
grimage to Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia, the official news 
agency INA said. 

Foreign Minister 

Mohammad Said Al Sahhaf 
sent requests to U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, the Arab 
League and the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC), the 
agency said. 

“Iraq has the right to secure 
the unblocking of $50 mil- 
lion from its assets frozen in 
banks in Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), to be able to 


finance the pilgrimage of 
Iraqis to Mecca as well as to 
prim copies of the Koran.” 
the Muslim Holy Book. Mr. 
Sahhaf wrote. 

He said tens of thousands 
of Iraqis wanted to make the 
annual pilgrimage or Hajj in 
mid-April, but were being 
"denied their fundamental 
right” by the U.N., which 
imposed an economic embar- 
go on Iraq after its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

He accused the U-N. of 
“deliberately wanting to 
deprive “raqis” of the trip. 

Iraq made a similar, failed 
request last year, saying it 
had more than S700 million 
in frozen assets in Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain and the 
UAE. 


PARIS (R) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak promised France on 
Tuesday that the Jewish 
state would not settle the 
fate of Lebanon in negotia- 
tions with Syria behind 
Beirut's back. 

After talks with President 
Jacques Chirac, Mr. Barak 
responded to French con- 
cern that a Israeli-Syrian 
peace accord under negotia- 
tion in the United States 
should not come at the 
expense of Lebanon's sov- 
ereignty. 

Israel occupies a strip nf 
southern Lebanese territory 
as a self-proclaimed "security 
zone” meant to keep guerril- 
las out of range of its northern 
border. Syria has some 


30.000 troops in Lebanon and 
is the dominant power in 
Beirut. 

Mr. Chirac's spokeswoman 
Catherine Colonna said the 
president had stressed 
"France's desire to see a sov- 
ereign, independent 
Lebanon”. Mr. Barak said 
Israel too had an interest in an 
independent, sovereign and 
multicultural Lebanon. 

“We are trying to find with 
Syria how to solve our prob- 
lems and the problem with 
Lebanon in the best possible 
way.” he told reporters. 

He said Israel wanted a 
"West European-style” peace 
with Damascus, involving 
open borders, trade and trans- 
port links, “and not a kind of 
Indo- Pakistani peace”. 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Neeme ttin Erbakan, leader 
of the pro-lslamic Welfare 
Party, was appointed 
Tuesday Turkey’s first 
Islamist prime minister-des- 
ignate in the country's 73- 
year republican history. 

“President Suleyman 
Demirel has authorized Mr. 
Erbakan to form the govern- 
ment, as his Welfare Party 
has the largest number of 
seats in parliament,” a state- 
ment released by the presi- 
dency said. 

Mr. Eibakan told reporters 
after receiving the authori- 
sation: “I will meet with my 
party officials and then start 
contacts with other leaders 
for a coalition government. 

“I will expect a positive 
approach from the other 
parties toward forming the 
government.” be added in 
initial comments. 

The Welfare Party came 
first in Turkey’s legislative 
election last month, secur- 
ing 15S seats in the 550-seat 
parliament, but falling short 
of an absolute majority of 
276 deputies. 

Political analysts here 
suggest that the prime min- 
ister-designate will try to set 
up a coalition with the con- 
servative Motherland Party, 
which is the only party in 

Sarajevo 
attack 
kills one 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — A 
rocket-propelled grenade 
hit a tram Tuesday in 
Sarajevo, killing one per- 
son. wounding IS and 
sending a metal fragment 
flying into a U.S. military 
vehicle that a NATO source 
said may have been the real 
target of the attack. 

Bosnian authorities 
called for "quick, effective 
action” by the NATO-led 
Implementation Force 
(IFOR). 

IFOR spokesman Major 
Simon Haselock said the 
attack “was a serious 
breach of the peace process 
and a clear indication that 
the parties continue to lack 
foil control over armed ele- 
ments.” 

Maj. Haselock said the 
motive and “the identity of 
the perpetrators are not yet 
known.” However, another 
ifor source who requested 
anonymity said IFOR did 
not rule out the possibility 
that the attack was aimed at 
a U.S. vehicle passing at the 
time the rocket was fired. 


parliament not tilling out an 
alliance with Ml Eibakan. 

Appointing Mr. Erbakan, 
Mr. Demirel acted in line 
with a tradition to choose 
the leader of the largest 
party in parliament despite 
calls by some secular circles 
to evade the Welfare chair- 
man. 

If Mr. Erbakan fails to 
form a coalition govern- 
ment, caretaker Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller is 
likely to try to set up an 
alternative coalition gov- 
ernment with the 
Motherland Party, analysts 
say. 

Mr. Demirel met with 
leaders of the five parties 
represented in parliament 
earlier on Tuesday and 
pledged to appoint a prime 
minister-designate in the 
shortest possible time. 

"In the meetings none of 
the leaders brought concrete 
proposals that would 
receive a parliamentary 
vote of confidence,” Mr. 
Demirel told reporters later. 

During the election cam- 
paign. Mr. Erbakan, 69 and 
originally a mechanical 
engineer, made harsh 
remarks on relations with 
the West, but after the 
nationwide voting bis 
rhetoric considerably soft- 


ened. 

In an example, he was 
pledging to scrap an agree- 
ment Turkey signed last 
month for a customs union 
with the European Union 
for closer trade ties, which 
took effect Jan. 1, saying 
the deal was completely 
against Turkey’s interests. 

"The customs union is 
madness, it will make 
Turkey a slave of the West,” 
Ml Erbakan told an elec- 
tion rally in his party’s 
stronghold of Konya in cen- 
tral Turkey in mid- 
December. 

However, at a press con- 
ference he held for foreign 
journalists here last Friday, 
Mr. Erbakan said he would 
be content with the revision 
of the customs union agree- 
ment, amending some of its 
provisions. 

On some other foreign 
issues, however, Mr. 
Erbakan still retains hard- 
line approaches. In an 
example, he said last Friday 
that evasion of a U.N. trade 
embargo on Iraq and expul- 
sion of a U.S.-led force 
based in Turkey to monitor 
northern Iraq would be 
among the first things a 
welfare government would 
do. 


Protesters demanding 
release of Shbeilat 
dispersed by police 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Around 100 
protesters gathered in front 
of Parliament Tuesday to 
protest the detention of 
President of the Jordan 
Engineers Association 

Leith Shbeilat but were 
later dispersed by police. 
.The planned sit-in, held 
on Tuesday morning, was 
ordered off by police, 
according to one protestor 
who preferred not to be 
named.The protestor 
claimed that four people, 
Mr. Shbeilat's son among 
them, were briefly detained. 

“The protestors insisted 
on their right to deliver a 
memo to the Afro-Arab 
Parliamentary Dialogue 
Conference (currently held 
at parliament) but police 
would not allow them,” the 
protestor said. 

The memo, which one 
protester said w a s d elivered 

“anyway" 

African ptl 


call for “the immediate 
release of Mr. Shbeilat and 
all prisoners of conscience 
in Jordan.” Eighty two 
demonstrators signed the 
memo which calls for 
enhancing democratic prac- 
tices and public freedoms. 

After the demonstrators 
were dispersed by police 
the marched from the 
Parliament House in Abdali 
to the Professional Unions 
Complex in Shmeisanj 
holding banners that call for 
the release of Mr. Shbeilat, 
who will appear before the 
State Security Court today. 

“It was a symbolic 
action,” one protestor said. 
*The constitution gives us 
the right to stage a sit 
in. ..but what happened was 
undemocratic.” 

Mr. Shbeilat was arrested 
Dec. 9 on charges of slan- 
dering the King and Queen, 
undermining the state’s 
JBggggal status and shaking 
in the Jordanian 



Ustinov to vis 
Cambodia as 1/ 
ambassador 7 


I* 


PHNOM PENH (AFT 
British actor Sir ’.» 
Ustinov will visit ( 
bodia next month ii 
capacity as a goa 
ambassador for the XL 
Nations Children’s ] 
(UNICEF), the orga 
tion said Tuesday. 
Ustinov, 75, who * 
appeared in more thafl 
movies, will come[ 
Cambodia on Feb. 16 * 
he completes a docu 
tary film beibg she 
Burma, UNICEF said. , 
actor will stay in Cam! 
until Feb. 20, vis r 
UNICEF-aided pro 
and meeting govern! 
officials who deal 
issues relating to chik 
it said. 

Walesa to be ar 
electrician — 
again 


WARSAW (AFP) V 
Former Polish Presii ’ 

Lech Walesa is going l ; ' ' . 
to his old job as an ele 
cian at the Gdansk di .. 
yards, chairman of 
Solidarity trade ni 
Jerzy Borowczak 
Monday. He told AFP : 

Walesa had told him .. 
Thursday of his intentio - 
take up his former jed - 
the end of March. It .- 
from his position at ' ' 
dockyards that Mn Wa: ' 
emerged in 1980 as le? - ’ 
of Solidarity, which \ 
mately brought on th$ i ; : 
lapse of Polai _r 
Communist regime 
1989. Walesa's spokesir; ' 

Marck Karpinslo, ‘said 
former president I 
always been an empkr 
of the dockyards and I 

taken unpaid holiday ler 

to become president Wlj. : „ 

he left office. Ml WaT 
said he would continue “HiViS! 
political activities in op 
sition to the Democn- 
Left Alliance, made up- : 
ex-Commanists. 

‘Swedish politick. 
imported foreign - 
wives’ - : ' 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) - . .. 

A Swedish politician . 
married five foreign i . 
men from Asia and East - 
Europe in the past • v - 
years, the daily Affonbto . 
reported. The politic- 
who was not identified i 
his fifties and lives in c ' • ; 
tral Sweden. He is com ’ • 
ly married to a 14-year- 
Thai girl who has bornl. - 
a baby girl. His four fan . • 
wives have been depot! > - • 

The paper said tiw z . 
brutalised his wives, a ' ■ 
ing one of them to lose 
eye. A Polish wife had \ 
to commit suicide 
being rushed to bosp^w. ‘ 
after being beaten by h " 
the paper said. The pa-:- „ 
said the man had benef 1 , . ' 
from the complicity 
immigration officials v 
“shut their eyes” as lour" • . " 
the union did not lastffi 
than two years. Si; 

Frylen, a lawyer, said . . 

politician chose wofflH'.'r : 
Thailand, Poland. Ru* '■ • * 
Brazil and other deveJ . v . 
ing countries. 

Man screens cak>, • 
discovers wife’ 

2nd husband 

CAIRO (AFP) — • 

Egyptian who screened ■ 
wife's calls to discover ■ ; _ 
identity of a persistant t 
phone pest found that^ 
man was his wife’s 
second husband, the 
AI-Gumhnriya repoi e 

Tuesday. The man -r. 
called the family home *\ : V 
eral times a day askiniv - 
speak to his wife, P rov - 
ing husband numbs - 
into asking the teJepbjv v ■' ■' 
company to identify v ; 
caller. Confronted . 

police, the wife said 
had “married again..'- 
secret because she bad s* 
sick of her husband V.. 
was never there,” the P a ~' j 
said. * 'vL 


